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Week Ending Friday, August 30, 1996

Memorandum on Naturalization
August 22, 1996

Memorandum for the Attorney General,
Secretary of Health and Human Services, and
Other Heads of Executive Agencies
Subject: Naturalization

Citizenship is the cornerstone of full par-
ticipation in our democracy. To become a
United States citizen through naturalization
represents a pledge to undertake the respon-
sibilities of being a full member of our na-
tional community.

Naturalization is the best example of our
legal immigration system at work. It reflects
our society’s recognition of those who came
to this country to work hard, play by the
rules, and pursue shared ideals of freedom,
opportunity, and responsibility.

In the past, hundreds of thousands of eligi-
ble people have had to wait unnecessarily to
become citizens. In some parts of the coun-
try, these people have had to wait well over
a year after filing their application to realize
their dream of United States citizenship.

This Administration is committed to elimi-
nating the waiting lists of those eligible for
citizenship. To accomplish this, we launched
‘‘Citizenship U.S.A.,’’ the most ambitious citi-
zenship effort in history. In fiscal year 1996,
the Immigration and Naturalization Service
(INS) will spend more than $165 million for
naturalization.

Citizenship U.S.A. combines three broad
strategies: hiring more people to handle ap-
plications, improving the naturalization proc-
ess, and expanding partnerships with local of-
ficials and community organizations.

We are already making progress. We have
increased the staff 235 percent in the five
districts with 75 percent of the pending ap-
plications: Los Angeles, New York, Miami,
San Francisco, and Chicago. In Los Angeles,
where one-fourth of all new applications are
filed, we have opened three new processing
centers and have more than quadrupled the

number of INS officers handling citizenship
applications.

But this is just the beginning. This Admin-
istration’s target is to process and swear-in
within 6 months of application all individuals
eligible for citizenship. As we meet this tar-
get, more than one million newcomers will
become citizens by the end of this year. After
that, INS shall maintain those reforms nec-
essary to stay current with the demand of
new citizen applicants.

Using all of the tools at your disposal, I
ask you to ensure that policies and practices
necessary to accomplish these targets of one
million new citizens sworn-in and the elimi-
nation of the waiting list are implemented.
This includes continuing, expanding or accel-
erating, as appropriate and practicable, the
following:

1) New Hires. Hiring, training, and deploy-
ment of full staff to assist naturalization ef-
forts should proceed to completion as quickly
as possible.

2) Cutting Red Tape. This includes: estab-
lishing electronic filing and mailing-in of citi-
zenship applications, extended weekday
hours and Saturday interviews, further ex-
pansion of processing facilities, and improve-
ments to make it easier for people to obtain
forms and get immigration information by
telephone or computer.

3) Working with Local Officials and Com-
munity-Based Groups. We are working in
partnership with local officials and commu-
nity groups to expand outreach. I direct you
to expand these efforts to help get naturaliza-
tion information to people, assist them in fill-
ing out applications, offer more local sites for
interviews, especially for the elderly and the
homebound, and seek other means to jointly
facilitate the process. We also will work to
expand the availability of local hotlines pro-
viding naturalization information.

4) English Training. To assist legal immi-
grants to move toward citizenship, I request
relevant agencies to work with the Domestic
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Policy Council, the National Economic
Council, and other White House offices to
present to me by December 30, 1996, a re-
port making recommendations with respect
to public/private efforts to teach English to
those needing to improve their English-lan-
guage skills. This report should consider pos-
sible roles by private companies, educational
institutions, unions, community organiza-
tions, and the AmeriCorp program to accom-
plish this goal.

5) Interagency Outreach. I direct each ex-
ecutive department and agency to take steps
to promote naturalization outreach consist-
ent with your agency’s mission. In particular,
in materials sent to welfare recipients con-
cerning eligibility, I direct that, to the extent
authorized by law, you include naturalization
information.

6) Refugees and Asylees. Those who flee
persecution and suffering in their home
country are often in the weakest position to
acquire the skills they need to enter the job
market, maintain self-sufficiency, and
achieve U.S. citizenship. I direct the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, in con-
junction with other agencies as appropriate,
to present to me by December 30, 1996,
through the Domestic Policy Council, a re-
port setting out a strategy of additional steps
that we can take to promote social adjust-
ment in the United States, economic self-suf-
ficiency, and naturalization.

In taking these steps, this Administration
shall maintain and strengthen the standards
and requirements of the naturalization test
that demonstrate an individual’s readiness to
accept the responsibilities of citizenship and
full participation in our national community.
You are directed to continue vigilant over-
sight to uphold these standards.

Hundreds of thousands of people are seek-
ing the dream and the promise of American
citizenship. They have worked to become
United States citizens, and these steps should
ensure that they are not made to wait unnec-
essarily.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 23, and it

was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

Memorandum on the Eligibility of
Aliens for Food Stamps

August 22, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of
Agriculture

Subject: Eligibility of Aliens for Food Stamps

Under the provisions of the Personal Re-
sponsibility and Work Opportunity Rec-
onciliation Act of 1996, which today I signed
into law, aliens receiving food stamps as of
the date of enactment will continue to re-
ceive benefits until recertification of their eli-
gibility, which shall take place not more than
1 year after enactment of the law. The results
of the certification, including decisions as to
an individual’s immigration classification,
veteran status, or work history, will deter-
mine whether the individual remains eligible
for benefits under the Food Stamp program.
Implementation of these new procedures will
pose a substantial challenge for all involved
Federal and State agencies.

To ensure that eligibility determinations
are made fairly, accurately, and effectively,
I direct you to take the steps necessary under
your authority to permit the State agencies
to extend the certification periods of cur-
rently participating aliens, provided that no
certification period is extended to longer
than 12 months, or up to 24 months if all
adult household members are elderly or dis-
abled, and provided that in no event shall
certifications be extended beyond August 22,
1997.

I further direct you to notify the States
of the actions you have taken.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 23, and it
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.
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Proclamation 6913—Minority
Enterprise Development Week, 1996
August 23, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As our Nation continues to surge forward

in the competitive arena of international
business, minority entrepreneurs are playing
an increasingly important role. In the new
global economy, minority-owned businesses
represent a unique advantage for the United
States; the diversity of our national business
community is one of its main strengths. Be-
hind this success lies the daily work of thou-
sands of minority business men and women
who are continuing to renew the validity of
the American Dream. Moreover, they are
showing that the Dream is strongest when
all can participate.

These Americans have stepped forward to
accept several challenges: the challenge of
opening economic participation to all citi-
zens; the challenge of overcoming the under-
representation of minorities in business own-
ership and management; and the challenge
of creating jobs in the communities where
they are needed most. These minority entre-
preneurs entered the marketplace with no
guarantees of success, and their achieve-
ments have helped level the playing field for
others who wish to follow in their footsteps.

Minority business leaders contribute to
our country’s cultural and social heritage as
well as to its economic health. As business
pioneers, they are valuable role models to
our youth, living heroes whose hard work and
self-empowerment are strong examples for
others to follow. These are the people whose
work we celebrate during this 14th annual
observance of Minority Enterprise Develop-
ment Week. This year’s observance is par-
ticularly poignant. It comes just months after
our Nation lost Commerce Secretary Ron
Brown and a group of talented and dedicated
Federal employees and American business
people in a tragic plane crash during a trade
mission to open commercial opportunities
for American businesses in Bosnia.

Ron Brown worked hard to include minor-
ity business interests in our Nation’s business

and economic development policies, and as
we carry forward his legacy, it is our respon-
sibility to ensure that all Americans can see
business ownership as more than just a
dream. Our future as a world economic
power rests on the notion that business own-
ership can be attained by anyone willing to
work toward that goal. Minority Enterprise
Development Week is a time to spotlight the
minority men and women who provide the
goods, services, and jobs that keep this Na-
tion strong. These Americans support their
communities and inspire future generations.
They are confident and competent people
whose commercial accomplishments show
them to be equal to any fair competition,
whether here or abroad.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 22
through September 28, 1996, as Minority
Enterprise Development Week. I call on all
citizens to commemorate this week with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities, joining
together to recognize the contributions that
minority entrepreneurs make to our Nation’s
economy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of August, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:43 a.m., August 26, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 27, and it was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
August 24, 1996

Good morning. As I speak to you today,
America can look back on a week of remark-
able achievement.

Together we enacted a law to ensure you
can take your health insurance from job to
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job and never be denied insurance just be-
cause you or someone in your family has
been sick. Together we made pensions more
secure and raised the minimum wage to
make it easier for working parents to raise
their children. Together we tore down a
failed welfare system to move millions of
people from welfare to work while protecting
their children. And together, we enacted the
toughest ever measures to cut off children’s
access to tobacco products.

America is on the right track, offering
more opportunity, demanding more respon-
sibility, building a stronger community, a
sense of shared values, and stronger families.

Today I want to talk about something else
we have to do to really strengthen America’s
families, making sure that children can walk
home from school or play in their backyards
without the plague of violence. We’ve cer-
tainly come a long way, with sweeping anti-
crime measures that have helped to reduce
our crime rate for 4 years in a row now. We
passed the Brady bill, which already has
stopped 60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers
from buying handguns. We’re putting
100,000 new police officers on the beat and
banning assault weapons. And we’re giving
our children something to say yes to, some
positive activities and strong role models to
build better futures.

But nothing is more threatening to our
families and communities and more destruc-
tive of our basic values than sex offenders
who victimize children and families. Study
after study tell us that they often repeat the
same crimes. That’s why we have to stop sex
offenders before they commit their next
crime, to make our children safe and give
their parents peace of mind.

Since taking office I have undertaken an
aggressive three-part plan to stop sexual
predators. First, our crime bill required every
State in the Nation to keep track of sex of-
fenders. That law is working. Just this week,
a previously convicted sex offender who had
moved to a new neighborhood in Illinois was
arrested for molesting a 9-year-old boy. The
police caught him only because they had
come to his home to register him under our
new law.

Second, I signed Megan’s Law, which re-
quired States to notify communities when sex

offenders move into the neighborhood. Now
we’re taking the third and most important
step. Sixty days ago I directed the Attorney
General to draw up a plan for a national reg-
istry of sex offenders. That plan has now
reached my desk. Today I am pleased to an-
nounce that we are following through on our
commitment to keep track of these criminals,
not just in a single State but wherever they
go, wherever they move, so that parents and
police have the warning they need to protect
our children. Our reasoning is simple. Dead-
ly criminals don’t stay within State lines, so
neither should law enforcement’s tools to
stop them.

Here’s how it will work. Every time a sex
offender is released, their State will force
them to register. Then the FBI will compile
these State lists into a national data base.
Within 6 months, a new computer network
will give States information from every other
State for the very first time. A police officer
in Cleveland could get information about any
known sex offenders in Cleveland, even if the
crimes were committed in New York or Los
Angeles. Then they will share that informa-
tion with the families and communities that
have a right to know. This national registry
sends a simple message to those who would
prey on our children: The law will follow you
wherever you go.

To meet the parents who have had their
children stolen from them, to see how these
hateful acts destroy whole families and com-
munities is to know that we need more than
local solutions to stop these criminals. We
need the resources and resolve of our whole
national law enforcement team working to-
gether.

Above all, we must move forward to the
day when we are no longer numb to acts of
violence against children, when their appear-
ance on the evening news is both shocking
and very rare. Our approach is working.
We’re putting cops on the beat, taking guns,
drugs, and criminals off the streets. More and
more, our children can learn and play and
dream without risk of harm. That is an Amer-
ica that is moving in the right direction.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:55 p.m. on
August 23 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 24.
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Remarks on Beginning a Whistlestop
Tour in Huntington, West Virginia
August 25, 1996

The President. Thank you. Ladies and
gentlemen—thank you—[applause]. Ladies
and gentlemen, 36 years ago, when President
Kennedy came here, he said, ‘‘The sun
doesn’t always shine in West Virginia, but the
people do.’’ Today we have the sun and the
people. [Applause] Thank you very much.
Thank you.

Thank you for making Hillary and Chelsea
and me feel so welcome. Thank you, Gov-
ernor Caperton, for being my friend and sup-
porter and for the fine job you have done.
Governor Caperton did a lot to put West Vir-
ginia on the national map by putting comput-
ers in the schools of your children. If you
reelect Al Gore and Bill Clinton, in the next
4 years we’ll hook every one of those class-
rooms in America and in West Virginia up
to the information superhighway, so that all
of our children will have world-class edu-
cation.

Thank you, Charlotte Pritt, for flying down
with me and for running for Governor of
West Virginia. Thank you for sharing your
plans to develop the economy on the way
down here. They are consistent with my own,
and they depend upon initiatives like the one
that Marilyn just talked about. I want you
in the governorship, and we’ll work together
to get West Virginia’s unemployment rate
down to and below the national average. And
we shouldn’t be satisfied until we get there.

Thank you, Congressman Wise, for all that
you do in Congress and for heading the
Democratic Policy Group and putting our
party in Congress squarely on the side of rais-
ing the minimum wage, increasing edu-
cational opportunity, increasing access to
health care, and growing the economy for 4
more years. And thank you, Nick Rahall, your
Congressman, for all the work he has done
to build the infrastructure of our country and
this State. You know, if you put the Demo-
crats in the majority in Congress again, Nick
Rahall will be chairman of that committee
again and can do more good for you.

Thank you, Jay Rockefeller, for standing
up for children and for health care and for
the ordinary citizens of the United States and

your beloved West Virginia. I thank you and
Sharon for being such good friends to Hillary
and to me. Ladies and gentlemen, I want you
to know that when we signed that Kennedy-
Kassebaum bill this week, which said to 25
million Americans you can’t be cut off your
health insurance if somebody in your family
gets sick, and you can’t lose it if you change
jobs—in addition to the sponsors of that bill,
the people who were most responsible for
bringing it up and hammering it home to the
public consciousness were Jay Rockefeller
and the First Lady of the United States, be-
cause they fought for health care before it
was popular.

And I want to thank both your Congress-
man and your Senator, and two of our guests
who are out here, Senator Wendell Ford and
Congressman Mike Ward from Kentucky,
who are here with the Governor of Kentucky,
Paul Patton, and the former first lady, Phyllis
George Brown. We thank you all for coming.
Because when our friends in the opposition
tried to pass a budget that would have given
us a two-tiered system of Medicare, one for
the wealthy and one for the poor, that would
have turned away from our historic commit-
ment to health care for families with disabil-
ities, for the elderly in nursing homes, for
the poorest children in our country, that
would have cut our investment in education
when we need to spend more and cut our
investment in protecting the environment
when we need to invest more, and I vetoed
it, they upheld my veto. If it hadn’t been for
them, none of this would have happened.
They stood up. They were counted and they
said, no.

Let me thank all the other officials who
are here. Thank you, Mayor Jean Dean. I
thank all the State officials who are here,
your treasurer, your secretary of State, your
attorney general, your agriculture commis-
sioner, your auditor, the president of the sen-
ate, Senator Tomlin, your party chair, Chuck
Chambers, and former Governor Smith. I
thank all of you for coming here. I thank
President Cecil Roberts of the UMW for
being here.

I thank President Wade Gilley of Marshall
University. And thank you, Marshall Thun-
dering Herd Band. You were great today.
And thanks for being so good to Hillary.
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If you would, I’d like you to indulge me
one personal moment, too. I want to say a
special word of thanks to the State of West
Virginia for the Chief of staff to the Secretary
of the Treasury, Sylvia Matthews, from Hin-
ton, West Virginia, who is here with me
today, one of the brightest and best people
in our administration.

And I would like to say a special word of
gratitude to one woman who is here, Emma
Williams. She is the mother of Bill Morton,
who was a special assistant to Secretary Ron
Brown. And Bill was killed on that plane with
Ron, serving our country, helping to grow
our economy, standing up for America. And
I’ll always remember and love him for it.
Thank you, Emma Williams, for being here
today.

And finally, thank you, Marilyn Milne.
Your story, your spirit—that is what we have
been fighting for for the last 4 years, more
stories like this, people who are down but
not out, people who give other people a
chance to make something of their lives. And
that’s what our enterprise community initia-
tive did, working with your mayor here,
working with your city council, working with
the local business people when you lost that
factory. That is the kind of initiative we need
to move this country forward.

We’ve got to turn our country around eco-
nomically, person by person, family by fam-
ily, town by town. That is what I have tried
to do to let enterprise take root in every com-
munity in America, every one. More Marilyn
Milnes—that’s what this election is all about.

My fellow Americans, 4 years ago I came
to you in West Virginia and told you that
West Virginia looked a lot like my home State
of Arkansas. I told you that I believed we
were on the verge of the greatest age of pos-
sibility in American history, where more of
our people would have more chances to live
their dreams than ever before but only—
only—if we found a way to meet the chal-
lenges of the 21st century and preserve our
timeless values.

It was a hard message to deliver then. We
had high unemployment, stagnant job
growth, wages were level or going down for
many people, the crime rate was going up.
We had a host of social problems that were
unaddressed. Our country seemed to be

more divided by harsh political rhetoric and
just sort of drifting into the future. But I
knew that we could turn this around.

I’m on my way to Chicago, and I’m going
on a train because I want to see people like
you that I’ve been working for and fighting
for for 4 years and because I want America
to see people like Marilyn Milne who are the
product of our efforts for the last 4 years and
because I want America to know we are on
the right track in this country, and we’re
going forward, we’re not turning back.

There are a lot of people in West Virginia
who embody the America I want to see:
Dorothy Slack, 82 years old, has given 1,300
hours to the Ronald McDonald House; Rich-
ard Lowe, who threw the javelin in the Spe-
cial Olympics; Ocie Lockhart, one of only 16
athletes of the United States to go to the
1997 Special Olympics in Canada; all the
people of Marshall University who bring
health care and preventive care to isolated
towns and villages of this region. It does take
a village to raise a child, help a family, build
a community, and lift the country. And you’re
doing it in West Virginia.

In the year 2000, when we stand at the
dawn of a new century, my vision today is
what it was 4 years ago: I want the American
dream of opportunity for all alive for every-
body who’s responsible enough to work for
it. I want this country coming together, not
drifting apart. Our diversity is a strength, not
a weakness. We ought to walk arm in arm,
hand in hand, into the future together.

And I am determined that we will still be
the strongest force for peace and freedom
and prosperity in the world. This is still a
dangerous world, still a world with untapped
opportunities, and America needs to lead the
way into the new future we want for the
world we want our children to live in.

Now, folks, you’ve heard a lot of this, but
I just want you to remember it. I want to
tell you very briefly what we’ve done, remind
you very briefly of what we wouldn’t let be
done, and talk just a little bit about what
we’re going to do for the next 4 years. That’s
mostly what I want to do in Chicago. But
I want you to be the vote and the voice and
the steps of our moving America forward.
Just think of this: You heard about the 10
million new jobs, that’s a lot of people. The
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10 million new jobs came because, first, we
decided we would cut the deficit in half to
get interest rates down so people could invest
in America again and afford to borrow money
for businesses and homes. That’s what we
had to do.

This is the first time that the deficit has
gone down all 4 years in a President’s term
since the 1840’s, before the Civil War. Ask
our friends what they say about that. And
my opponent and the Speaker of the House
led the fight against that move. They said
it would wreck the economy and increase the
deficit. Well, it produced 10 million jobs and
it gave 15 million families a tax cut and it
was the right thing to do. It is moving us
forward. There are almost 41⁄2 million new
homeowners, and 10 million Americans have
refinanced their home mortgages at lower in-
terest rates because we got those interest
rates down. We did the right thing, and they
were wrong to oppose it.

Because of the health care bill, 25 million
Americans have access to health care. Be-
cause of the minimum wage bill, 10 million
Americans have a rising wage. Another thing
in the minimum wage was that it made 90
percent of the small businesses in this coun-
try eligible for a tax cut if they invest more
in their businesses, and it made it easier for
people like Marilyn to get pensions for her-
self and her employees, and that’s very im-
portant, too. Twelve million Americans,
working Americans, have been able to take
a little time off from work without losing
their jobs when there’s a baby born or a par-
ent sick because of the Family and Medical
Leave Act. Our opponents led the fight
against it. They were wrong. We were right.
It’s good for America.

The crime rate has come down for 4 years
in a row. We are midway through putting
those 100,000 police on the street. There are
200 more in West Virginia alone. We have
to finish the job. Our opponents last year
tried to take back that commitment to
100,000 police. They’re trying to restrict it
today. I said no. Your Congressman said no.
We want people safe on our streets, and we
know the policemen will do the job. Help
us keep that commitment to America, help
us stay after it.

We have supported policies that made the
air cleaner for 50 million Americans. We
cleaned up more toxic waste dumps in 3 years
than they did in 12. We defended our coun-
try’s national parks. We are moving this coun-
try in the right direction. We expanded the
college loan program so all these students
at Marshall and other places could have ac-
cess to lower cost loans with better repay-
ment terms. And we created a national serv-
ice program so children could earn their way
through college by doing community service.
We’re moving in the right direction. We’re
on that right track.

And unemployment in West Virginia is 4
points lower than it was 4 years ago. If we
keep going at 1 point a year it will be 4 per-
cent by the year 2000. I’d like to do it if
you’ll help me. Let’s just keep going.

I want you to remember that. When peo-
ple say, ‘‘Why should we support Bill Clinton
and Al Gore,’’ tell them what I told you and
ask them what their answer is and ask them
why they fought it. And I want you to re-
member that in the pivotal moment of 1995,
when they said to Bill Clinton and Al Gore
and Jay Rockefeller and Robert Byrd and
Bob Wise and Nick Rahall, ‘‘If you don’t take
our budget, if you don’t walk away from the
commitment of health care to the elderly in
nursing homes, to families with people with
disabilities in them, to the poorest children
in this country, if you don’t walk away from
the commitment to invest in the environment
and the education of our children and our
future, we’re going to shut the Government
down,’’ we said, ‘‘Have at it. We don’t stand
for blackmail. We stand up for America.’’

Now, the most important thing is, shall we
keep going on the right track or turn around?
Would you take a U-turn if you were going
in the right direction?

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. In the next 4 years we’ve

got to build on the health care work. We have
to make it possible for people who are unem-
ployed to keep their health insurance for at
least 6 months when they’re unemployed.
Their families shouldn’t be put on the street
without a doctor just because people lose
their jobs.

We have to make the next 2 years of edu-
cation—the first 2 years, just as universal in
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the next 4 years as a high school education
is today, with a tax credit for those 2 years
and a tax deduction for all college tuition up
to $10,000 a year.

And we ought to have the right kind of
tax cut. The right kind of tax cut is one that’s
targeted to people who need it, focused on
building strong families and educating peo-
ple so that they’ll be more productive, they’ll
grow the economy, they’ll be stronger, and
is paid for in a balanced budget. That’s what
our tax cut does. Give people tax breaks to
go to college. Give people tax reductions if
they have young children. Give people an ex-
panded IRA that they can withdraw from for
a first time or health care or education needs.
But don’t give people a big tax cut that costs
over $500 billion that will blow a big hole
in the deficit, raise interest rates, raise your
mortgage rates, your credit card payments,
your car payments, and require even worse
cuts than the ones we vetoed last year. That’s
the wrong way. No U-turn. Stay on the right
track. Go forward into the future. That’s the
right way.

I have said a thousand times, but I’ll say
one more time, I know we still have prob-
lems. There are still too many people who
want work who don’t have it. We’ve got to
give all those people that we’re saying—on
welfare—there’s no more guaranteed check
anymore. We’ve got to make a lot more
Marilyn Milnes because they’re entitled to
work if we’re going to cut them off a check
for their kids. We’ve got to give them the
jobs. We’ve got to create the jobs.

I know there are still people who have
worked hard and don’t have a pay raise. And
we’ve got to give those folks the education
they need and challenge their employers to
be responsible when they make a profit to
share their income with their employees so
we can go forward and grow together. I know
that.

But I will say again, as I have said over
and over and over again since 1991: If we
want a country where the American dream
is alive for everybody who will work for it,
if we want a country where people are com-
ing together, not being divided, if we want
a country that is leading the world for peace
and freedom and prosperity, we’ve got to

have opportunity for all, responsibility from
all, and a sense of community.

We are all in this fight for the future to-
gether. I don’t want to be told, ‘‘You’re on
your own.’’ I don’t want to look at people
and say, ‘‘You’re on your own.’’ I believe
we’re stronger when we join hands and
march into that future together on the right
track, the right track. Will you help us? Will
you stay with us? Will you fight for victory?
Will we win? I know we will.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. at the
old C&O train station prior to departure on the
21st Century Express. In his remarks, he referred
to Gov. Gaston Caperton of West Virginia; Char-
lotte Pritt, Democratic candidate for Governor of
West Virginia; Marilyn Milne, president, Boomer-
ang Medical Transcription, Inc.; Sharon Rocke-
feller, wife of Senator Jay Rockefeller; Mayor Jean
Dean of Huntington, WV; Chuck Chambers, co-
chair, West Virginia State Democratic Party Exec-
utive Committee; former Gov. Hulett C. Smith
of West Virginia; and Cecil Roberts, president,
United Mine Workers of America. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks in Ashland, Kentucky
August 25, 1996

The President. Thank you, thank you,
thank you very much.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you, thank you very
much. Thank you very much. You have made
me very happy today. My daughter, Chelsea,
and I are delighted to be here. Hillary had
to leave us in West Virginia to go on to her
hometown of Chicago to make sure every-
thing was all warmed up for us. We’re on
the right track to Chicago, and we’re on the
right track to the 21st century.

I thank Governor Patton for being here.
I always enjoy seeing the Governor and Mrs.
Patton, and I’m glad your mother is here
today because I want her to hear the Presi-
dent say that if every Governor in America
had as much energy and drive and deter-
mination as Paul Patton we wouldn’t have
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the problems we have today. He has really
got it.

I thank Senator Wendell Ford for his
words and for being here. I also thank the
distinguished Congressman from Louisville,
Mike Ward, for being here. We also have—
I know Steve Beshear, the United States Sen-
ate candidate, and Denny Bowman, a con-
gressional candidate. And I want you to send
them up there; we need some help. We need
some help.

Wendell Ford was very kind in what he
said about me, but let me tell you, if it hadn’t
been for Wendell Ford, if he had gone the
other way, we would not have voted in 1993
to reduce the deficit, get the interest rates
down and get the economy going again. The
deficit is 60 percent lower than it was when
I took office; it’s gone down 4 years in a
row—4 years in a row—for the first time—
listen to this—the deficit has gone down 4
years in a row for the first time since before
the Civil War, in the 1840’s. A President has
done that, thanks to Wendell Ford and
thanks to Mike Ward. And we did it while
continuing to invest in education, in environ-
mental protection, and protecting Medicare
and Medicaid.

And then, when our friends in the opposi-
tion won the Congress, and they wanted to
remove the guarantee of Medicaid that helps
middle class people with families in nursing
homes, that helps middle class families with
people with disabilities in them, that helps
poor children and pregnant women, when
they wanted to cut back on education when
we should be investing more, when they
wanted to cut back drastically on our ability
to protect the environment, when they want-
ed to give corporations permission to take
$15 billion out of their workers’ pension
funds, when they wanted to raise taxes on
millions of the lowest income working people
in this country, Wendell Ford and Mike
Ward said, no, and made my veto stand up.
We said, no, and I thank them for it.

Thank you, Billy Ray Cyrus, for coming.
My daughter is glad she made the trip now.
[Laughter] And so are all the rest of you.
When I heard you cheering for him when
he got off the train, I thought I was just sort
of the supporting act. I thought I was sup-
posed to go first. [Laughter] Happy 35th

birthday. I was 35 once. [Laughter] Enjoy
it while it lasts. We congratulate you on your
hard-won success, and we’re very proud of
you. And I know your father, State Senator
Ron Cyrus, is here. We know he is proud
of you, too. Thank you very much for coming
to be with us.

I want to thank two of my former col-
leagues for being here, your former Gov-
ernor, Martha Layne Collins; former Gov-
ernor John Y. Brown. Phyllis George Brown,
thank you for being here. I thank the chair
of the Kentucky Democratic Party, Bob
Babbage, and all the other Democrats who
are here. I thank the bands that played, Un-
limited Tradition and the Mountain Opry. I
wish I had been here. All the band members
and the cheerleaders from Boyd, Greenup,
and Pike Counties, thank you all for being
here.

I thank the folks in West Virginia who
came with me and the folks from Ohio, in-
cluding former Congressman and Congress-
man-to-be, Ted Strickland. I’m glad he is
here today.

Folks, most of all, I want to thank Kevin
Gunderson. I want to thank Kevin Gunder-
son not only for what he said but most impor-
tant, for who he is, for not giving up when
he was down and out, for refusing to give
up on a productive life, for being determined
to stick up for what is good and worthy in
all people and to make the most of the abili-
ties God has left him, which as you can see
here were many, indeed. We thank you, sir,
and God bless you.

You know, I was up the road in Hunting-
ton, West Virginia just a minute ago, and I
was shaking hands with the crowd. And this
little girl came up to me and she said, ‘‘Did
you really call Kerri Strug at the Olympics?’’
I said, ‘‘I sure did.’’ She said, ‘‘Did she really
come to the White House?’’ I said, ‘‘She sure
did.’’ I said, ‘‘Not only that, she and her fam-
ily came to New York to my birthday party.’’
She said, ‘‘Really?’’ I said, ‘‘You like her,
don’t you?’’ And do you know what she said?
She said, ‘‘I got it on tape.’’ [Laughter]

This little girl was about 8 or 9 years old.
And I said, ‘‘Well, let me tell you something.
You save that tape for the rest of your life,
and every time something bad happens to
you, every time you feel desperate, every
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time you feel troubled, you put that tape in
the television, and you watch that little girl
with her bad ankle do that vault, and you
say, ‘I can get up. I can go on. I can do it.
I can do it.’ ’’

Why? Why do we all love the Olympics
so much? Because it’s the way we think life
ought to be. Everybody gets to show up; no-
body cares about your race, your religion,
where you’re from. All you got to do is be
willing to play by the rules. You can’t get
ahead by cheating. Nobody gets anything by
breaking their opponent’s ankles or legs. No-
body gets anywhere by standing up in front
of a microphone and telling you what terrible
people their opponents are. You’ve got to
reach down deep inside and do something
good, just as good as you can do. And because
of that, even the people that don’t get medals
come out way ahead. That’s the way life
ought to be. We know that’s the way life
ought to be.

Folks, 4 years ago I came to Kentucky be-
cause I was worried about our country. We
had the slowest job growth since the Depres-
sion. We had stagnant wages. We had rising
crime. We had neglected challenges. And our
country seemed to be drifting and dividing
toward the 21st century. And I had a vision
that I thought we owed it to our children
to pass along, a vision of America in the year
2000 where every child has a chance to live
out their dreams as long as they’re respon-
sible citizens, a country where we are bound
together, across the lines that divide us, by
our shared values.

I don’t want us to be divided like these
other countries, by race and religion and all
these other things. I want us to say, ‘‘If you
believe in the Constitution, the Declaration
of Independence, the Bill of Rights, and if
you show up for work every day, you’re our
kind of person, and we’re for you and we’re
going forward together.’’

And I wanted our country to be the strong-
est force for peace and freedom and prosper-
ity way into the 21st century. That’s what I
wanted. And 4 years later I come back to
tell you, we are on the right track to the 21st
century.

We are on the right track, because Ameri-
cans from all walks of life are doing what
you are doing here in Ashland. We are going

in the right direction because there are peo-
ple like you everywhere who are working at
the grassroots level. You have a long history
here of helping people in your community
to build a strong future, from the days when
the Moonlight School opened the first adult
education classes in America to the Boyd
County School today where Norma Meek
runs the Family Resource Center, set up by
the 1990 Education Reform Act to give our
at-risk kids not just something to say no to
but something to say yes to, positive role
models, positive alternatives, positive activi-
ties, to give our kids a future.

I want to salute another citizen of this area,
Dr. Mary Pauline Fox, who has dedicated
her entire life to bring health care to the peo-
ple of rural Pike County. That’s what we
need.

My strategy for the 21st century is simple:
opportunity for all, responsibility from all,
and a stronger American community where
we know we have to go forward together and
everybody has a role to play. With all respect
to my opponent, I think it does take a village
to raise a child, strengthen a family, build
a community, and build a country.

What are the results? Look at the last
week. In just the last week, over strong oppo-
sition, we finally got an increase in the mini-
mum wage for 10 million hard-working
Americans. And that bill included tax relief
for 90 percent of the small businesses in this
country if they invest more in their business.
And it made it easier for people in small busi-
nesses to take out retirement plans for them-
selves and their employees. It was a wonder-
ful bill. It gave a $5,000 tax credit to any
American family that will adopt a child. It
removed the barriers to cross-racial adoption.
That minimum wage bill was pro-work, pro-
business, pro-family, pro-America. I’m proud
we fought for it, and I’m proud we won it.

We signed the Kennedy-Kassebaum
health care reform bill that says, ‘‘If you lose
your job or somebody in your family gets sick,
you can’t have your health insurance taken
away from you anymore. You can’t be denied
the right to health insurance.’’ Twenty-five
million Americans can be helped by that.

We passed a welfare reform plan that says
we are going to go from welfare to work and
give people the dignity of work so they can
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raise their children not in dependency but
in independence. It was the right thing to
do.

But this is the last of the big story. You
heard what Senator Ford said. In 1993 every
single solitary Republican in the Congress
voted against our economic reform plan.
They said it would increase the deficit. They
said it would cripple the economy. It cut the
deficit by 60 percent. It drove interest rates
down. We continued to invest in education,
the environment, technology, and our future.

And guess what? Four years later, 10 mil-
lion new jobs; 4.4 million new homeowners;
10 million Americans who have refinanced
their homes at lower interest rates; 12 million
Americans who have taken a little time off
from work when a child was born or a parent
was sick under the family leave law without
losing their jobs; 1.3 million Americans fewer
on welfare; a 40 percent increase in child
support enforcement collections. We are
moving in the right direction, on the right
track.

We protected the pensions of 40 million
people. And then when they tried to say,
‘‘You can raid the pension funds of workers,’’
we said, ‘‘No, no, no, we’ve been down that
road before. We just protected them. You
can’t have that $15 billion. It belongs to the
workers of America and to their retirement.’’
Fifty million Americans are breathing clean-
er air. We cleaned up more toxic waste
dumps in 3 years than they did in 12. We
are moving in the right direction, on the right
track to the 21st century.

And what I want to say to you today is
as I make my way to Chicago and I go to
the towns just like this one in the heartland
of America, I’m doing this for a reason. I
want you to know that every day for 4 years
I have gone to that Oval Office and thought
about you and what would make it easier for
you to have strong families, good jobs, safe
streets, a clean environment, good schools,
and a bright future.

And I want you to fight our fight for the
21st century. Folks, this next several years
can be the brightest time in American his-
tory. There will be more opportunities for
our children to live out their dreams and
adults to live out their dreams than ever be-
fore. Our kids in this crowd today will be

doing jobs within a decade that have not
been invented yet, that have not even been
imagined yet. But we have to be ready for
that future.

We have laid the basis: we have got the
unemployment rate down; we’ve got our eco-
nomic house in order; we’ve got the crime
rate coming down 4 years in a row; we’ve
got the welfare rolls coming down. We’ve got
a more peaceful world where there are no
nuclear missiles pointed at the people of the
United States since the dawn of the nuclear
age. We are moving in the right direction.

But we have more to do. You know as well
as I do, right here in Kentucky there are still
people that want to work who don’t have
jobs. And you know as well as I do we cannot
afford to let this welfare reform bill be just
a budget cutting measure that leaves poor
folks and their kids out on the street. We’ve
got to get them jobs to do. You can’t tell
people to go to work unless there’s work to
go to.

And you know as well as I do that there
are still people right here in Kentucky that
are working harder and harder, and they still
haven’t gotten a raise. And we know that part
of that is a challenge to the business commu-
nity to share their profits fairly with their em-
ployees, but part of it is a challenge to work-
ing people to upgrade their education and
skills so they can earn more money in this
tough global economy.

And I am committed—I am committed to
putting education at the top of America’s
agenda and keeping it there for the next 4
years until everybody can benefit from the
global economy.

I want to see every classroom in Kentucky
and the United States, every single one,
hooked up to the information superhighway
so every kid in the poorest hill and holler
of Arkansas or Kentucky can have access to
the same information as the children in the
wealthiest schools in America. We can do it
in 4 years.

I want ours to be the first administration
ever to help the public school districts of this
country invest in their school facilities to up-
grade those facilities to give people good,
modern places to go to school with all the
latest developments. If the poor districts
need help, they ought to get it. If the over-
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crowded district needs help, they ought to
get it. We proposed to increase school con-
struction by 25 percent over the next 4 years,
and we can do it under our program.

And most important, more important than
anything else, I want to give you a country
in which 2 years of education after high
school becomes as universal in 4 years as high
school today by giving every American family
that needs it a $1,500 refundable tax credit
for the cost of community college tuition for
2 years. And giving those same families up
to $10,000 in tax deduction for the cost of
any kind of education after high school. And
giving unemployed workers a skills grant
worth over $2,000 to take wherever they
need to get the training to go back to work
at a better wage. This is the America I want
to build, and I want you to help me build
it.

I want you to support me in helping to
create jobs not only for people on welfare
but for single men and for others who are
unemployed who need the jobs. I want you
to support me in building on health care re-
form and saying, ‘‘Okay, we have now said
you can’t lose your insurance if you have
been sick or you changed jobs.’’ Now we have
got to say, ‘‘If you’re unemployed for a long
time, you run out of money, we’re going to
help you. We’re going to guarantee people
health insurance if they’re unemployed for
6 months.’’ We need to help more people
keep their health, not lose it and their bank-
roll as well.

Let me just say one other thing. In honor
of this fine, fine man that introduced me,
I want you to help me finish our commitment
to putting 100,000 police on the street. You
know, it wasn’t so very long ago when it was
rare for me to meet anyone—anyone—who
thought we could lower the crime rate. Peo-
ple just took it for granted that the cities were
dangerous and the little towns in the country
were about to get that way. People just took
it for granted that we were going to have
rising crime rates from now on.

We have had 4 years with the crime rate
going down. And it’s not a mystery. More
police in community policing. More police
officers in our safe and drug-free schools pro-
gram in the school, telling these kids that
drugs are dangerous. We don’t care what you

hear, what you see in the movies, what you
hear anywhere else, they are dangerous.
They’re not just illegal; they will kill you.

We have taken those assault weapons off
the street, and we’ve passed the Brady bill.
Not a single hunter in Kentucky or Arkansas
has missed a deer season or any other kind
of season. Not anybody lost a gun. Not any-
body.

So all that stuff they told you back in ’94
when they were winning the Congress, saying
we were going to get your rifle and all that,
it was a big load of bull then, and it’s a big
load of bull now. The difference is now you
know it because you have had 2 years, and
you still got your gun. But I’ll tell you who
doesn’t have a gun: 60,000 felons, fugitives,
and stalkers could not buy a handgun be-
cause of the Brady bill, and we’re safer be-
cause of it.

But our friends in the other party, they
don’t like this 100,000 police program, and
they don’t like the safe and drug-free schools
program. She’s talking about one over
there—they voted against the safe and drug-
free school program. Then they tried to get
rid of it. They voted against the 100,000 po-
lice program, and then they tried to get rid
of it. And they’re still trying to do away with
it.

I tell you, this is crazy. If the crime rate’s
going down, we need to put more police offi-
cers on the street, not back up and undo what
we’ve done to get it down. It’s not low
enough yet. Do you think it’s low enough?
Then I say, finish the job and stop those that
want to turn it around. Let’s go.

And the last thing I want to say is this,
folks, we have a lot of other challenges—I’ll
talk more about them at the convention—
challenges at home, challenges abroad. I’ve
got a lot of other ideas about what to do in
the next 4 years. But let’s look at the big
picture. We’ve got to keep this economy
going until everybody has a chance to benefit
from it.

Now, we’ve proved that we can get the
deficit down and grow the economy. I told
you this would produce 8 million jobs. It pro-
duced 10. I told you we’d cut the deficit in
half. We cut it by more than 60 percent.
We’re doing the right thing.
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Now, we ought to give Americans a tax
cut who need it, and it ought to be targeted
to childrearing and child care and education
and to expanded IRA’s that you can withdraw
from for a first-time homebuying or health
insurance policy or to pay for education. I’m
for all that. We can afford that kind of tax
cut. And it’d be worth a lot to middle class
hard-working families.

But we cannot afford to go right back
around and take a U-turn and make the same
mistake we made before. And that’s what the
other side is proposing, a tax cut 5 times as
big as mine that they don’t know how they’re
going to pay for. And you know what will
happen; it will blow a hole in the deficit. That
means higher interest rates. That means
whatever you get in the tax cut, you’ll pay
right back in your mortgage payment, your
car payment, your credit card payment. It
also means even bigger cuts in Medicare,
Medicaid, education, and the environment
than I vetoed when they shut the Govern-
ment down. I didn’t put up with it before,
I won’t put up with it again. It is not the
right thing for America.

Now, you look at that train there. If you
were on that train going to your destination,
which is the 21st century, the last thing in
the wide world you’d want to do is to make
a U-turn just because you heard a pretty song
somewhere along the way. [Laughter] That’s
a pretty song, that big old tax cut. But it’s
like that ‘‘Contract.’’ Do you remember their
‘‘Contract?’’ They never did say word one
about it in San Diego, did they? I didn’t
watch it, but somebody told me they listened
intently for 4 days for their record, and they
never talked about their record and their
‘‘Contract.’’ Do you remember, it sounded
so pretty in 1994? And then the con-
sequences came in in ’95 and ’96. And, thank
goodness for America, Wendell Ford and his
friends were there to stand up and say no.

But if you give them the White House and
the Congress, there won’t be anybody to say
no. And they’ll get to do their U-turn, and
it will sound pretty. And then you’ll have to
deal with the consequences, high interest
rates, slow growth, and exploding debt.

Let me just tell you one other thing. The
budget of the United States of America
would be in surplus today—this day—if it

were not for the interest we’re paying on the
debt run up in the 12 years before I took
office when they quadrupled the debt with
all those tax cut promises. You wouldn’t your-
self in this beautiful town of Ashland—you
wouldn’t yourself go down to the local bank
and borrow money to give yourself a tax cut,
would you? You wouldn’t do it. Why would
you hire somebody else to do something you
wouldn’t do for yourself?

We cannot blow up the debt. We can give
you a tax cut. It will help you raise your kids.
It will help you get an education. It will help
you with health care and home buying. And
we can afford it and still balance the budget
and protect our priorities and build on the
future.

And the last thing I want to say is this:
All this comes down to whether we’re going
to meet our challenges and protect our val-
ues, whether you believe we can create op-
portunity and have more responsibility, and
whether we can go forward together, or
whether you’re better off with somebody tell-
ing you, ‘‘The Government’s the problem.
It’s not yours. You’re on your own. Have a
nice life. Here’s a little money.’’

I believe you know from your life in this
great, grassroots, God-fearing American
community that we are all in this together.
We had better lock arms and go forward to-
gether and that when America is together
and we’re positive and we act like this fine
police officer and local government official,
and we act like that wonderful young girl in
her Olympic championship, America always
wins. Let’s stay on the right track for the 21st
century.

God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. at
Riverfront Park. In his remarks, he referred to
Gov. Paul E. Patton of Kentucky, his wife, Judi,
and his mother, Irene; musician Billy Ray Cyrus;
Ashland City Councilman Kevin Gunderson, a
former police officer, disabled in the line of duty,
who introduced the President; and U.S. Olympic
gymnast Kerri Strug. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.
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Interview With Wolf Blitzer, Jill
Dougherty, and Claire Shipman of
the Cable News Network
August 25, 1996

Teenage Drug Use
Mr. Blitzer. Mr. President, first of all,

thank you so much for spending some time
with us.

You’ve asked the American public to give
you credit for your achievements. The budg-
et deficit has gone down; there have been
millions of new jobs created; the crime rate
has gone down. But are you also willing to
accept responsibility for the dramatic in-
crease in drug use among young people since
you’ve taken office?

The President. Well, I’m certainly willing
to say that our best efforts have not turned
it around, and I’m very concerned about it.

I talked about this in the State of the
Union Address. I’ve been telling the Amer-
ican people for over a year that—myself, be-
fore we had a study—I’ve been making full
disclosure here that we had a crime rate
going down but a youth crime rate going up;
we had a drug use rate going down but a
youth drug use going up. Now, finally, the
youth crime rate has started to go down. So
about the only trend in all of America, wheth-
er it’s economic or social, that’s going in the
wrong direction is this youth drug use. And
it began, apparently, with a change in atti-
tudes about 1990. The patterns, interestingly
enough, are the same in Canada and in sev-
eral European countries where both drug
and tobacco use are going up among young
people who either don’t think it’s dangerous
or think they can take the risks. And I’m very,
very concerned about it.

Mr. Blitzer. Well, the accusation that Bob
Dole and many other Republicans, of course,
make is that someone was asleep on the job
during these past 31⁄2, 4 years while there’s
been this explosion in drug use among young
people.

The President. Well, that’s not true, be-
cause we were not asleep on the job. And
that’s why I’ve been talking about it. Like
I said, I’ve been talking about it a lot longer
than they have; they waited for a study and
an election season. I have been telling the
American people in all these community

stops I’ve been making for months and
months and months, going back a year, that
the one thing that’s not going right in this
country is that the drug use rate among
young people is going up.

I don’t blame them for it—Senator Dole
and Mr. Gingrich—even though I think
they’re partly responsible for not supporting
my safe and drug-free schools program and
the other education, prevention, and treat-
ment programs I’ve asked them for. But this
is a very complicated thing. It’s obviously
going on in other countries, and it obviously
started—all the experts say it began in 1990
with a change in attitudes about how dan-
gerous these drugs are. We’ve done—it is
true that we cut back the drug office in the
White House, but I don’t think anybody be-
lieves 100 people in a Washington bureauc-
racy control what happens in drug use.

We have been more aggressive at interdic-
tion than previous administrations. We have
tried to support—we have, in fact, supported
more school-based programs like the
D.A.R.E. program for law enforcement offi-
cials. I have tried to be as active as I could
in lifting up these programs that work at the
community level and in helping people. But
whatever we’ve done has not worked, and
we all need to face that. But I don’t know
that placing political blame helps us very
much. If anybody has got a better idea, I’d
be happy to look at it. We have got to do
something to turn it around.

But it’s clear—if you just talk to young
people, it’s clear that there has been in the
last 5 years or so a real change in attitudes
among a core of young people about whether
it’s dangerous or not, and that seems to be
right at the root of what the problem is.

1996 Election
Ms. Dougherty. Mr. President, in his ac-

ceptance speech at the Republican Conven-
tion, Bob Dole indicted your administration
for what he called, and I’ll quote here, ‘‘a
corps of the elite who never grew up, never
did anything real, never sacrificed, never suf-
fered, and never learned.’’ Do you look upon
that as a generational attack or an attack on
you personally, and how do you answer it?

The President. Probably a little bit of
both. And a lot of it is just pure politics. Just

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:59 Nov 19, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P35AU4.028 p35au4



1509Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Aug. 25

take the young people—he’s attacking the
young people in the White House. One of
the young men who works for me lived in
a house trailer when he was a boy. George
Stephanopoulos’ people were Greek immi-
grants and clergy. And they’re not all young.
Leon Panetta is the son of Italian immigrants,
a walnut farmer—he’s a walnut farmer.

I just think it’s just another example of the
kind of political rhetoric that’s all too preva-
lent in our society today: If you can’t defend
your record and you can’t run against the
other person’s record and their proposals, at-
tack them personally, demean them, smear
them, try to get other people to look down
on them. I don’t want to do that. And I have
given our people strict instructions that we
are to talk about the differences in our record
and the differences in our proposal. We are
not to attack them in that way.

Ms. Dougherty. But isn’t age an issue in
this campaign?

The President. Well, I don’t know if he
was making age an issue. You know, I’ve got
a lot of older people working in the White
House as well. General McCaffrey is part of
the White House staff, and he’s a four-star
general and, before he left uniform, was the
most decorated serving American soldier. So
they’re not all young. We’re none of us as
young as we used to be or nearly as young
as we were when we showed up there. I think
I’m the oldest man my age in America now.

Ms. Dougherty. But is the age of Mr.
Dole an issue?

The President. No. I think the age of his
ideas should be an issue. I think that people
should evaluate which one of us can best lead
them to the future. But there is no evidence
that he is not in good health. There is no
evidence that he was not able to physically
discharge the duties of the Senate majority
leader. He was in the Congress for 35 years.
There was never any evidence—he had one
health problem, and by all accounts he
seems, thankfully, to have completely re-
bounded from it.

I think he would have to govern in a dif-
ferent way, perhaps, than I do. But you can
be an effective President without putting in
the hours I do. You don’t have to do it exactly
the way I do. And he wouldn’t have, prob-
ably, the same agenda I would; it might not

require that kind of time. But I think—I have
no evidence that he could not serve effec-
tively. I want to run on the differences in
our ideas and our records, not on his age.

Ms. Shipman. Mr. President, how do you
assess Bob Dole as a politician? Imagine
yourself for a moment a political strategist
working for Bob Dole’s opponent; how would
you assess his strengths and weaknesses as
a politician?

The President. Well, that’s hard for me
to do. But I think that his strengths are that
he was in the Congress for 35 years and he
knows how the system works. And he has
a certain, probably, credibility and acquaint-
ance with the people with whom he’d have
to deal with if he were President and who
would communicate him to the rest of the
country. So I would say that is a strength.
I also believe, as I’ve said many times, I think
he genuinely loves our country and is often,
not always but often right on his foreign pol-
icy instincts. Sometimes I think he’s dead
wrong, but a lot of times he’s been right—
not nearly as isolationist as some members
of his party, some of the leaders.

I think that the weakness I think he has
is that I don’t—from my perspective, I think
his—I don’t know that he thought through
why he wanted to be President, what he
wanted to do. So that here, right before the
general election, long after he was the nomi-
nee, he adopts an economic theory that he
had rejected all of his public life, this big
tax cut which we can’t afford, which will
cause a big increase in the deficit and also
cause bigger cuts in education, the environ-
ment, and the medical programs than we can
afford. So I would say the idea, the theory
of his campaign is the biggest weakness.

The other weakness, I think, is the record
that he and Mr. Gingrich established in the
2 years when they were in control of Con-
gress. I think they were wrong on a lot of
things. And in the 2 years when I was—the
first 2 years of my administration, the things
they fought me on, I think the evidence has
proved that I was right and they weren’t.

The economic plan, they said it would in-
crease the deficit and break up the economy;
it reduced the deficit by 60 percent and cut
interest rates, and we got 10 million jobs.
The crime bill, they said we were going to
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take people’s guns away and the 100,000 po-
lice was a bad idea; and the crime rate is
going down for 4 years in a row. They fought
the family leave law; 12 million people have
taken family leave, not lost their jobs, and
taken care of their families and no harm to
the economy. So I’d say those are the weak-
nesses.

Ms. Shipman. But you mentioned as a
weakness, for example, his economic plan
that he just announced. And the polls show
that his numbers have gone up after he’s
been talking about the tax cut.

The President. Oh, no, I don’t mean that
it’s bad politics, but I think it’s bad for the
country. Although I think the country will
figure it out; I think they’ll figure it out.

You know, we did this before, and it didn’t
work. As I told the people here, there’s not
any individual watching this interview that
would go to the bank and borrow money to
give himself or herself a tax cut. And why
would they hire someone to do it? Most mid-
dle class people will pay almost as much
money as they get in tax cuts in higher inter-
est rates.

The Republicans—not me, the Repub-
licans—last year put out a document which
said if we don’t get under a balanced budget
plan, interest rates will be at least 2 percent
higher. So if their plan prevails over mine,
their interest rates will be 2 percent higher.
We already know that. Wall Street doesn’t
believe in this plan. None of the business
magazines believe in it. None of the com-
mentators believe in it. Everybody knows
that it’s not going to do anything but blow
up the deficit.

If interest rates go up 2 percent, by the
time people get through paying their home
mortgage payments, their car payments, their
credit card payments, they’re going to eat up
almost all the tax cut they get. They’d be bet-
ter off under my tax cut, which is targeted
to education and childrearing and IRA sav-
ings for first-time home buying and health
care, and is fully paid for, and will keep inter-
est rates coming down and the economy
going. That’s my answer to that. His is popu-
lar at first blush, and a lot of the component
parts of it I like immensely myself, but we
cannot afford it. It’s more than we can afford.
It’s better to do my targeted tax cut and bal-

ance the budget and grow the economy than
do his big old blown-up tax cut and blow
up interest rates and wreck the economy.
That’s the choice.

President’s Record
Mr. Blitzer. Mr. President, a lot of the

criticism, though, that he and others have
lashed against you is that there was one Bill
Clinton the first 2 years of your administra-
tion, more traditional Democrat with a
Democratic majority in Congress, and that
another Bill Clinton emerged these last 2
years—a new Democrat going back to your
campaign of ’92.

The President. There’s a huge problem
with that argument. You can’t marshal facts
to support it.

Mr. Blitzer. Well, the health care initia-
tive seemed—the accusation is that it was a
Federal takeover of the health care system.

The President. Wait, wait. Let’s take the
health care.

Mr. Blitzer. That’s the accusation.
The President. Yes, and when did that ac-

cusation gain concert? After the interest
groups that didn’t want anything to be done
to the health care system and spent $300 mil-
lion against it.

When the health care plan was first—
first—released and only experts who knew
something about what they were talking
about commented on it, there wasn’t a single,
solitary soul said it was a Government take-
over of the health system. Everybody says,
‘‘This is a moderate plan; this is a mainstream
plan; this is a market-oriented plan.’’

Mr. Blitzer. But your enemies succeeded
in creating the impression——

The President. Well, they had lots of
money on their side. They had—all the vest-
ed interest groups were campaigning against
us because they didn’t want change. So I just
point out—you can’t give me another exam-
ple. Let me give you some examples.

First 2 years, Democratic Congress, we re-
duced the deficit; gave 15 million working
families a tax cut; radically reformed the stu-
dent loan program to lower costs and im-
prove the repayment terms; passed the na-
tional service program, something I cam-
paigned on. We passed the Brady bill. We
passed the family and medical leave law. We
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passed the toughest crime bill in American
history, with the Republican leadership fight-
ing against us. It had 60 death penalties; it
had 100,000 police; it had a ban on assault
weapons. They were fighting against all that.
That is what we did. We passed a bill to pro-
tect the pensions of 40 million workers; it
was all private sector stuff.

So if you look at our record in the first
2 years, it was a moderate, mainstream, pro-
gressive record. And the economy is in the
shape it’s in today mostly because of what
we did in the first 2 years, not what we’ve
done in the last 2.

Education and Job Creation

Mr. Blitzer. All right. Very briefly, if you
had to pick two or three priorities, unfinished
business for a second term, what are the two
biggest—two or three biggest priorities, spe-
cific ones?

The President. Okay. I’ll give you one big
one with two component parts. We’ve got our
economic house in order today, and we’re
facing our social problems. That is, welfare
is down; child support collections are up.
We’ve already stipulated the only bad social
indicator is teen drug use. The other things
are moving in the right direction. But we
don’t have a country where every person can
take advantage of this new global economy.

So my first priority is education, is making
community college as universal in 4 years as
high school is today, with a $1,500 refundable
tax credit for the first 2 years of education
after high school, and making college avail-
able to everybody by a $10,000 tax deduction,
hooking up all the classrooms to the informa-
tion superhighway, and passing our other
educational initiatives.

My second priority—for the same purpose,
to hook everybody into it—is devising ways
to move people from welfare to work, so that
this doesn’t turn out to be just a cruel budget
cut—welfare reform—but we actually create
jobs for people to move from welfare to work
and other unemployed people, and creating
incentives to focus on the inner cities and
the isolated rural areas which have been left
behind. Those are two big priorities we have
to focus on, and we can make a real dif-
ference if we do.

Russia
Ms. Dougherty. Mr. President, we want-

ed to try to get an international question in
here and, quickly, one concerning Russia.
And the essence of the question is, who is
in charge in Russia right now? And there’s
a quick incident last week, where you had
General Lebed, the security adviser, getting
orders, some very important orders on
Chechnya, and he said he didn’t think that
those orders had come from the President
at all, that perhaps they came from somebody
else. Now, do you have any explanation for
that, and who has their finger on the button
in Russia?

The President. Well, I believe that Presi-
dent Yeltsin is in charge in Russia. That’s my
best information. I think we all know that
he was exhausted after the campaign, that
he’s had some health problems. But I want
to assure everybody that’s what they are,
they’re health problems. Keep in mind, when
he was not in the best health he waged a
campaign for President through 11 time
zones. We in America have three, except in
Alaska and Hawaii. So he is clearly in charge.

Now, the Russian system has always been,
for the last 2 or 3 years, somewhat chaotic
compared to what we normally think of as
ours. But I believe that they’re making—and
they seem to be making a little progress in
Chechnya now. But what we all want for
President Yeltsin is to get the rest he needs,
get the medical treatment he needs, and re-
turn to full health and full steam. But there’s
no question that he’s making the big deci-
sions there.

Ms. Dougherty. Do you think he should
come to the U.S. or maybe to Europe for
some treatment?

The President. Oh, I think that’s entirely
up to him and his doctors; they can make
that decision.

Whitewater
Ms. Shipman. Mr. President, for the last

2 or 3 years you and the First Lady have
been under almost constant attack for
Whitewater, to some extent, Travelgate. You
have made the case that there has been no
evidence, no proof of any criminal wrong-
doing on either account to this point. But
putting that aside for a minute——
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The President. No proof of civil wrong-
doing. The Republican law firm hired by the
Resolution Trust Corporation, at a cost of
nearly $4 million of the taxpayers’ money,
said that there was no ground to believe—
not criminal but anything you could even
bring an ordinary lawsuit against me or the
First Lady or her law firm. It was not her
law firm that was fined by the Resolution
Trust Corporation; it was Kenneth Starr’s law
firm, the special counsel, who did not reveal
that his law firm was under investigation by
the RTC at the time he took over.

Now, nobody in America knows that, for
reasons I—I would have thought that was big
news when this big Government agency
comes out and says we didn’t do anything
wrong.

Ms. Shipman. But we’re still waiting for
the special counsel’s report, so we’ll put——

The President. Well, we may be waiting
a long time for that.

Ms. Shipman. Put all of that aside for a
minute.

The President. That’s why we got a new
special counsel, so it would go on past the
election and into next year. That was the
whole purpose.

Ms. Shipman. Putting that aside, at least
a dozen or more of your close friends, people
you’ve worked with, your staff, have been
pulled into this, have troubles because of the
investigations into this. Some have lost their
jobs; some face financial ruin; some are serv-
ing time. What do you think about that? How
does that make you feel? And do you feel
in any way responsible for their fate?

The President. Oh, sure, I feel terrible
about it. And I feel terrible that the abuse
of the special counsel law that we have seen
has taken place. I sure do.

And Senator D’Amato—Senator Dole’s
national cochairman and Senator Dole’s
choice to be the ethics spokesman of the Sen-
ate—I feel bad that he could say the kind
of things they said to a woman like Maggie
Williams, who passed two lie detector tests,
and still they stand up and smear and smear.
I feel bad that totally innocent people can
have their lives upset and have massive legal
bills, only on a bunch of charges, and that
now we’ve turned everything upside down
in our legal system. Now you have to prove

yourself innocent. There’s no presumption of
innocence. Somebody makes a charge; you
prove yourself innocent; the next story is the
new charges, not that you’ve proved yourself
innocent.

And I think this whole thing is turned
badly upside down, and I think it has dis-
torted America’s system of government. I
think a lot of injustice has been done. I cer-
tainly do. I have continued to cooperate. I
have done everything I could. But this is not
good for America. And there are a lot of
Americans who will not serve in public life,
I’ll bet, because they’ve seen this now.

Ms. Shipman. You don’t feel any personal
responsibility for their fate, that——

The President. Of course I do. How could
I know when I ran for President that the Re-
publicans would actually get the press, some
people in the press, to go along with the first
special counsel in history that had nothing
to do with the President’s campaign, nothing
to do with the President’s administration, and
where there was no evidence of wrongdoing
by the President or the First Lady, and then
proceed to report things so that half the peo-
ple would think we had done something
wrong and were covering something up?
How could any person in their right mind
have known that?

Yes, I feel terrible about it. And I’ll tell
you what I’m going to do——

Ms. Shipman. Some of these investiga-
tions have turned up wrongdoing on the part
of some of the people.

The President. Well, let me tell you
something. If you go to any town in America
and you would give a special counsel no other
job but to look into a person and anybody
that person ever knew and you gave them
more FBI resources than were used in the
World Trade Center bombing—more FBI
resources than were used in the World Trade
Center bombing—and an unlimited amount
of time and an unlimited checkbook, I’ll bet
you they could find some things wrong else-
where, too. I’ll bet you could.

And I think everybody—sooner or later,
everybody is going to know that. But there
has still not been a single, solitary shred of
evidence of wrongdoing by me, by my wife,
by her law firm, by my administration. And
if you look at the evidence in the D’Amato
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committee of my record as Governor, witness
after witness after witness after witness said,
‘‘This man did not do wrong. He went out
of his way to do the right thing, the ethically
right thing, even when he had to tell his sup-
porters no.’’

Now, that wasn’t news. So we have created
a climate here where any old charge goes
and you’ve got to prove yourself innocent.
And then when you do, you don’t even get
credit for that; there’s a new charge there.
Now, that’s the climate we’re living in.

Do I feel terrible about the completely in-
nocent middle class people who have been
wrecked financially by this? I certainly do.
But I didn’t abuse them. And it’s high time
that the people who abuse have to take re-
sponsibility for what they do. I will take re-
sponsibility for my actions, but the people
who have abused them should be held ac-
countable by somebody, somewhere, some-
time.

Meanwhile, I’m going to help them pay
their legal bills if it’s the last thing I ever
do and I stay healthy.

Mr. Blitzer. You’re going to pay legal bills
out of your pocket?

The President. I’m going to spend what-
ever. When I’m not President anymore, if
those people have legal bills, when I can, I’m
going to do everything I can to help raise
the money or to earn it myself and pay it.
I think it is outrageous that these middle class
people have had their lives wrecked by pure,
naked, raw politics. It is wrong.

White House Travel Office
Ms. Shipman. Mr. President, do you want

to see then some sort of legislation your staff
has indicated similar to the legislation they’re
drafting in Congress that would pay the legal
expenses of Billy Dale?

The President. No. Well, see, here’s the
deal. Some of the people actually, ironically,
can get their legal fees paid. This is an inter-
esting thing. Some of the people can get their
legal fees paid if they’ve ever been a target
of the investigation. But the people that
they’re really working over are people they
just keep calling as witnesses, just over and
over and over and over again; they’ve never
accused them of doing anything wrong.
They’re just playing with them, just having

a big time, letting them run up 100, 200,
$300,000 in legal bills. They don’t care;
they’ve got all the money in the world. They
have no evidence they did anything wrong.

I mean, if the American people really knew
what had gone on in this thing they would
be appalled—appalled. But they haven’t
found out what’s going on, and I don’t know
that they ever will.

Ms. Shipman. But you don’t support legis-
lation to help pay those sorts of legal bills?

The President. It depends on what the
facts are. Yes, if people have never been ac-
cused of doing anything wrong, there’s no
evidence that they did anything wrong, they
never agreed to plead guilty to any crime,
they never agreed to do anything, and they
got big bills just because Mr. D’Amato’s com-
mittee called them three or four or five
times, you bet, I would support legislation
to pay their bills.

But I think you have to be very careful
about whose legal bills you reimburse for
what purpose. You have to be very careful
that you’re not reimbursing the legal bills of
people who admitted wrongdoing, I think, in
this case or any other. But I think that there
is a strong case to be made when these peo-
ple—you know, I don’t know how people de-
fend themselves. The American people can’t
be sure that some people now don’t plead
guilty to crimes in the face of a special pros-
ecutor because they can’t afford to defend
themselves.

Teen Pregnancy
Mr. Blitzer. Mr. President, let me switch

gears a little bit. I think we’ve exhausted the
subject for now, but I’m sure we’ll get back
to it at some point in subsequent interviews.

A very interesting conversation I had this
morning in Chicago on the way to the air-
port—an African-American cab driver from
the inner city in Chicago knew I was about
to interview you. And he said, ‘‘You know,
I have one question I’d like to ask the Presi-
dent.’’ And I said, ‘‘Go ahead, what is it?’’
He said, ‘‘You know, I dread every day. I
have a 13-year-old daughter—I dread every
day this conversation that I’m going to have
with her—one day she’s going to come home
and say to me, ‘Daddy, I’m pregnant.’ I know
it’s going to happen, and I don’t know what
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to tell her if she tells me that. I know he
has a daughter.’’

If your daughter were to come home from
school some day and say, ‘‘Daddy, I’m preg-
nant,’’ what would you do? What would you
tell her?

The President. Well, first of all, I want
to compliment you and the other members
of the press corps for permitting me to have
a private family life and permitting my
daughter to have a private life. And I think
if I were to answer that question in just the
way you asked it, I would be violating the
very thing that I’ve asked you to give her.
So I can’t do that.

But I can tell you this—two things. One,
I’ve worked as hard as I know how to try
to reduce the teen pregnancy rate with things
that I know work and by promoting things
that I know work. And we now have this na-
tional commission that’s going to try to make
it outlive my administration and go on.

And secondly, I would hope that every
daughter would feel that she could come
home and tell her father that. I would say
to that cab driver that he should be talking
to his daughter now about all this in the hope
that she never will get pregnant, but that if
she ever did, God forbid, he should be able
to thank his lucky stars that she wanted to
come home and tell her daddy that. And
they’ll figure out what to do. They’ll do the
right thing. That’s what families are for. And
he ought to look his daughter in the eye and
say, ‘‘I don’t want this to happen to you, and
we ought to talk about it. But if it ever does,
please come home and tell me. I’m the first
person you ought to come to.’’

Adoption
Mr. Blitzer. As a father, I can totally re-

late. Now, let me follow up a comment that
the First Lady made. She mused recently
about possibly adopting, now that Chelsea’s
getting ready to go to college. Is that some-
thing you’ve seriously thought about, a man
50 years old?

The President. Yes, well, we’ve talked
about it on and off over the years. I’ll bet
you we first discussed it, oh, probably 10
years ago, 10, 11, 12 years ago, just the two
of us, because we always wanted more chil-
dren. Although we’ve been immensely happy

with Chelsea, we’ve always wanted more chil-
dren, and it just never worked out.

We also are both intensely committed to
adoption. Hillary was ecstatic when, in the
minimum wage bill, that $5,000 tax credit for
adoption and the bill banning cross-racial
adoption prejudice, you know, all that passed.
She was so happy.

So we talk about it. But I think we need
to, first of all, get this election by us, and
then we need to really sit there and seriously
think about what the implications of this
would be for a child. Do you want to bring
a child into the White House? I mean, adopt-
ed kids have enough trouble adjusting as it
is, unless they’re just infants. And I wouldn’t
want us to go in front of anybody else. I
wouldn’t want any kind of special treatment.
We’ve got too many young couples out there
trying to raise a family. And then if we de-
cided we ought to wait until we get out of
the White House, would we be too old—me
especially; she’s younger than I am.

So those are the things we’d have to think
about. But in general, I find it very appealing,
and I think that—you know, we talk a lot
about abortion and what could be made to
make abortion more rare. And I think if we
had a climate in this country of really—an
adoption climate that was trusted by people,
and we didn’t have these hundreds of thou-
sands of kids just trapped in foster care for-
ever and a day, that the whole idea of adop-
tion as an alternative to abortion might gain
a little more currency in our country.

Democratic Party
Ms. Dougherty. We have just a very short

amount of time, Mr. President, but a quick
question. You’re off to Chicago, and when
the Republicans were out in California they
were depicted as a party that was split down
the middle over the issue of abortion. And
here you are, off to Chicago, facing, we think,
demonstrators from your own party who will
be angry about welfare, about same-sex mar-
riages. Here in Kentucky, there was some
demonstrators today angry about—tobacco
people angry about your decisions on smok-
ing. Aren’t the Democrats as divided as the
Republicans?

The President. No, no, no, not nearly.
First of all, I think that there will always be
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issues, some cutting edge issues that will di-
vide political parties. I think we all under-
stand that. And the three you mentioned
have caused us some division, I think particu-
larly the welfare issue.

I think most of our Democrats—even a
lot of Kentucky Democrats came up to me
today and said, ‘‘You did the right thing.
You’re just trying to protect our children; we
can live with this.’’ It was really touching to
see these people from Kentucky say that. So
I think it’ll be all right. And regardless, I did
it because I thought it was right, so we’ll just
see.

But on the welfare issue, we have Demo-
crats, good Democrats, who are genuinely
concerned that the way this bill is written,
the States may be just trying to pocket money
and walk away from the poor and their chil-
dren and that they will be able to do that.
Now, I just don’t believe that. I think the
same people that vote for us in Washington
vote for these people at the State level. I
think that—you know, we’re putting up half
the money, the Federal Government is, so
we have the right to monitor this. We’re
going to monitor it very closely.

And I think what this welfare reform bill
does, because we put more money into child
care and because we saved health care and
because we saved aid to disabled children
and because we saved the food stamp pro-
gram and the school lunch program and be-
cause we’re going to have other training
funds that welfare people will now be eligible
for, other Government funds that are already
in the budget—I think that if we really work
at it, we can create millions of new jobs for
people who are hard to place and it will be
wonderful.

But I don’t mind those people being there
if what they really want is to take care of
those folks, because I’m going to say to them,
okay, who do you trust to implement this,
Bill Clinton or Bob Dole?

Terrorism
Mr. Blitzer. Mr. President, we only have

a few minutes, a quick question. You prom-
ised the American people that once you
found out who was responsible for the bomb-
ing of the U.S. barracks in Saudi Arabia and,
if it was a bombing, the TWA Flight 800,

they would be held accountable. Are you any
closer today to knowing who was responsible
for either one of those incidents?

The President. Well, I think it’s fair to
say we’ve made some significant progress in
working with our friends in Saudi Arabia on
the Khobar bombing. What we do not know
is what all the connections are. We can’t an-
swer all the questions yet. So all I can tell
you is, when I know what I believe the facts
are, I will take whatever I think is appropriate
action based on the facts.

With the TWA, the press reports I’ve seen
are fairly accurate. We have some indication,
limited, that there may have been an attack
on the plane, but it is not conclusive. And
the experts are working as hard as they can.
They generally have a very good record of,
in the end, being able to determine the
cause. We’ve still got divers down there
working, trying to bring up more wreckage.
They believe they’ll get it worked out.

But I know it’s an agony for the family
members of the people who were killed, and
it is certainly frustrating for me, too. But
they’re good people; they’re working hard;
they’re doing their best. And I just don’t
think it would be responsible for me to jump
the gun on this deal. We’ve got to know what
the evidence says.

Mr. Blitzer. Mr. President, we have to
take a quick commercial break. We’ll be back
with some final thoughts from President
Clinton right after this.

[At this point, the network took a commercial
break.]

President’s Future Plans
Mr. Blitzer. Mr. President, you’re either

going to be a 50-year-old ex-President or a
54-year-old ex-President, and you’re still a
young man. Have you thought about what
you’re going to do?

The President. Only a little. And I say
that because when I ran for President, I ran
knowing that this was a time of big transition
and understanding fully that there was no
way I could do what I needed to do in 4
years. So I just have always in my mind
planned about what we would do over 8
years. And I planned it out that way, not tak-
ing my reelection for granted but just know-
ing that we’re going through this huge transi-
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tion in how we work and live and relate to
the world.

So I haven’t given it a lot of thought be-
cause I want to get America in good shape
into the 21st century. But there are a lot of
things I considered doing. I’ve considered
practicing law with Hillary again, just hang-
ing up the shingle and doing the things we
wanted to do just for kicks. I’ve considered
writing. I’ve considered teaching. I’ve consid-
ered trying to be useful in dealing with select
problems at home and around the world that
seem somehow intractable, that we don’t
show the kind of progress on I think we
should. I just want to try to be useful to my
country for the rest of my life without getting
in anybody’s hair. And sometimes on my real
dreamy days, I even think I might get good
enough at my golf game to play on the senior
tour. But I think it’s highly unlikely. [Laugh-
ter]

Mr. Blitzer. Yes, I think you’re probably
right. It is highly unlikely.

Mr. President, thank you so much for
spending some time with us on your train
trip on the way to Chicago. For my col-
leagues Jill Dougherty and Claire Shipman,
we’re very grateful to you in making this stop,
and I hope we’ll do it again.

The President. Thank you. Me too.

NOTE: The interview began at 5:19 p.m. aboard
the 21st Century Express. Interviewers referred
to former White House Travel Office employee
Billy Dale and Security Council Secretary Alek-
sandr Lebed of Russia.

Remarks in Chillicothe, Ohio
August 25, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you
very, very much. Thank you.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. Thank you, Mr. Mayor. It’s great to
be back in Chillicothe. The last time I was
here it was 3 degrees, and we still went run-
ning in the park. And I’m amazed I can move.
But I survived it, and I’m glad to be back.
It’s a wonderful place. [Applause] Thank you.

Thank you, Senator John Glenn, for your
heroic career, your magnificent service to

Ohio and to the United States. Thank you
for your leadership in defense and foreign
policy and in helping Al Gore and me to give
this country the smallest Federal Govern-
ment in 30 years and the most efficient since
John Kennedy was President of the United
States.

And thank you, Ted Strickland. I want to
thank you for a couple of things. I want to
thank you for coming to me personally and
riding with me on Air Force One and plead-
ing with me to help you keep open the gase-
ous plant in Portsmouth. I want to thank you
for helping work with me on the enterprise
community designation for Portsmouth. I
want to thank you for having the courage—
and I think it cost you your seat in ’94—
to vote for that economic plan when our
friends in the opposition said it was tax-and-
spend. And of course, it wasn’t. We cut taxes
for 15 million of the hardest working Ameri-
cans. We made 90 percent of the small busi-
ness in this country eligible for a tax cut.

But we did cut the deficit. And our friends
in the opposition said, ‘‘Give us the Congress.
Bill Clinton’s plan will bankrupt the country,
increase the deficit, cost us jobs.’’ Well, the
verdict is in, friends. Four years later, we
have 10 million more jobs, the deficit has
gone down 4 years in a row under the same
administration for the first time since before
the Civil War. Ted Strickland was right, and
his opponent was wrong.

I want to thank you for voting for the fam-
ily and medical leave law. Twelve million
working Americans have been able to take
some time off in the last 31⁄2 years when
there was a baby born or a parent sick with-
out losing their jobs. And we just got a bipar-
tisan study that said 90 percent of the busi-
nesses said it was no problem.

We have grown jobs faster in this economy
in the last 4 years than, as Senator Glenn
said, any Republican administration since the
1920’s. And we still passed the family and
medical leave law so people could succeed
at home and at work. Thank you, Ted
Strickland. You were right, and they were
wrong.

And let me say one other thing. After Ted
left the Congress, they had a chance to im-
plement their ‘‘Contract With America.’’
Don’t forget that either, folks. I’ll have more
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to say about that in a minute. This man was
a good Congressman. He did you proud. He’s
a good human being. He’s a good person.
And he ought to be given a chance to rep-
resent this place again.

Let me also say, I brought some people
with me: your State treasurer and our na-
tional Treasurer, Mary Ellen Withrow, thank
you for coming; my good friend and a former
official in the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, whose farm I visited in Ohio in 1992,
Gene Brandstool; our nominee for the Sen-
ate last year, Joel Hyatt. And we have several
members of the Ohio Legislature and offi-
cials of the party, State Representatives Mike
Shoemaker and Bill Ogg. I know we have
County Auditor Steve Neal; State Senator
Jan Michael Long.

Somebody told me that in this crowd the
lady who gave me a handcrafted quilt last
time was here, Leona Long. Are you here?
Thank you very much if you’re here. There
you are. God bless you. Thank you. And I
told you I’d save those quilts, and I’ve still
got yours. [Laughter] And a young woman
who introduced me at the last town meeting,
Melissa Hagen, I think she’s here, too, some-
where. Thank you, Melissa, if you’re here.
There you are back there. Thank you.

I’d like to thank all the bands that were
here. I’d like to say that my daughter, Chel-
sea, and I are delighted to be here. Hillary
started this train trip with us, but you know,
she’s from Chicago so she had to fly home
to make sure everything was all right when
we got there. The Vice President said to tell
you hello, and he’s in Chicago as well.

And I know that this is not the most direct
route to Chicago, but I’ve been in Hunting-
ton, West Virginia, and Ashland, Kentucky,
today, and now I’m in Chillicothe, and I’ve
been in all kind of places along the way saying
hello to people because I wanted to go to
the convention to accept the nomination of
my party for another term as President by
seeing the people that I ran for President
to represent. And I wanted you to see me
on this train because I wanted you to remem-
ber we’re not only on the right track to Chi-
cago, we’re on the right track to the 21st cen-
tury, and we need to stay on the right track.

In 1992 when I came here the country had
high unemployment, slow job growth, stag-

nant wages, rising crime. We weren’t facing
up to our challenges; we were drifting apart.
But I said then and I’ll say again tonight,
I think our best days are ahead. I think this
new world we are moving into offers people
more chances to live their dreams than any
period in human history.

The children in this audience tonight with-
in a decade will be doing jobs that have not
been invented yet. All we have to do is to
meet our challenges and protect our values.
All we have to do is to say, opportunity for
all, responsibility from all, and we’re going
forward together. We’re not going to be di-
vided anymore. We’re going forward to-
gether as an American community.

And you know what? It is working. Look
what we did just last week. We raised the
minimum wage for 10 million Americans. In
the same bill, in the very same bill we made
90 percent of the small businesses in this
country eligible for another tax cut if they
invest more in their business. We made it
easier for people in small businesses to take
out pensions and to keep those pensions
when they changed jobs. That’s terribly im-
portant. We made it easier for parents to
adopt and gave them a $5,000 tax credit if
they would adopt a child that needs a home,
and removed the barriers to cross-racial
adoption because we want a pro-family coun-
try that takes care of every child and finds
a home for every child.

I signed a bill to end welfare as we know
it, but not to take from poor children their
medical care, their nutrition, their help if
they’re disabled, but to say we are going to
change this system from one that fosters de-
pendence to one that fosters independence.
We want people who are poor to have the
same chance everybody else does to succeed
at home and at work. And that is my goal,
and I want to say more about that. It’s ter-
ribly important.

And maybe most important of all—you
know, another thing Ted Strickland did was
try to help us get some work done on health
care reform. And they spent a lot of money,
the people who didn’t want any changes, tell-
ing everybody how terrible our plans were
and what a big Government plan it was, and
never mind that all the experts said it was
actually a modest, moderate, progressive plan
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to provide coverage and keep the private sec-
tor in our health system.

But we didn’t succeed in 1994, and a lot
of the Democrats paid the price. But because
of the work we did, last week I signed a bill
that does about 30 percent of what we tried
to do, and a big first step, the Kennedy-
Kassebaum bill. It says you cannot lose your
health insurance just because somebody in
your family has been sick or if you change
jobs. You cannot do it anymore. You have
a right to health insurance. Twenty-five mil-
lion Americans—think of it—25 million
Americans will have a chance now to get or
keep their health insurance. That’s a lot of
children sleeping better at night. That’s a lot
of parents feeling more secure.

And so, Ted Strickland, I’m sorry you
weren’t there to vote for it, but your vote
counted because you were there first, and
we appreciate you, sir, for sticking up for it.
It was the right thing to do.

And so I say to you, my friends, we’re on
the right track. Unemployment is down.
There is more opportunity. We’ve got not
only 10 million new jobs, 41⁄2 million new
homeowners, 10 million homeowners that
have refinanced their homes at lower interest
rates. The unemployment rate in Ohio is
down to 4.9 percent.

Now, what do we got to do now? We have
to keep this economic recovery going until
everyone can participate. That means bal-
ance the budget, don’t gut Medicare and
Medicaid, education, and the environment to
do it. We can do it without doing that. We
can invest in our future and still do it.

What else does it mean? It means that we
have to increase the educational level of the
people of this country. You heard Cindy talk-
ing about her education. I want to make by
the year 2000, 2 years of college after high
school as universal as a high school education
is today. I want it to be there for everybody.
And so I have proposed to give working fami-
lies in America a $10,000 tax deduction for
the cost of college tuition for any kind of tui-
tion after high school and a $1,500 refund-
able tax credit for the cost of the first 2 years
of community college in every State in the
country. That is what we ought to do.

I want us to have more responsibility in
this country. You know, there are 1.3 million

fewer people on the welfare rolls than there
were when I became President. Child sup-
port collections are 40 percent higher, and
the crime rate has gone down for 4 years
in a row. In 1994, our friends in the opposi-
tion said, ‘‘Oh, look what the President did.
They’re going to take your gun away from
you.’’ Guess what? Everybody in Ohio is still
hunting with the same gun they had when
they said that. It wasn’t true then. And if you
believed them when they misled you, you
need to pay them back this time and tell
them you don’t appreciate being misled.
You’ve still got your gun, but the country is
safer. I’ll tell you who doesn’t have guns:
60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers don’t
have guns because of the Brady bill.

But we’ve got more to do if we want real
responsibility. We’ve got to finish the work
of putting 100,000 police officers on our
street. We’ve got hundreds here in Ohio.
They’re bringing the crime rate down. We
also have to recognize in this welfare reform
bill I signed, folks, that’s the beginning, not
the end. It’s all very well to say to people
after a certain time, ‘‘We’re going to cut you
off welfare and make you go to work’’; there
has to be work to find. And I am going to
the convention to tell the American people
what I propose to do to help find jobs to
move people from welfare to work and help
jobs for other people who are not yet there.

We must not let this welfare reform be
some cruel budget-cutting hoax that throws
poor children in the street. They’re our chil-
dren, too. What we want is for their parents
to go to work, to be able to go to work, to
live like the rest of America, to come and
be part of our big family and go forward to-
gether. That’s what we all want.

Finally, let me just say this. I want us to
go forward together, together with people
around the world who agree with us, together
with people here at home and maybe of a
different religion or a different color but who
share our convictions and our values. That
means we’ve got to do more to work together
to build strong families; that’s what the family
leave law was about. We’ve got to do more
to work together to build a clean environ-
ment. Fifty million Americans are breathing
cleaner air now than they were 4 years ago.
We’ve got safer meat standards, safer stand-
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ards against dangerous pesticides, all sup-
ported by the agricultural community. We’ve
cleaned up more toxic dumps in 3 years than
they did in 12. We’re moving in the right
direction.

And finally, I want Americans who need
it to have a tax cut, but I want it to be a
tax cut we can afford, that will do some good
for individuals, for families, and for our coun-
try. I proposed a targeted tax cut. I already
told you about the education cuts, a $500-
credit for children under 13, an expanded
IRA for people with incomes phasing up to
$100,000 that you can put into and then save
and withdraw from for education, to buy that
first home, for health care costs. Those are
the kind of tax cuts that will help ordinary
American families. We can afford those.

Now, as you heard from our friends in San
Diego, my respectable opponents, they offer
you one that’s 5 times as big. So why
shouldn’t you go for them? Well, let me ask
you this. Would you wake up tomorrow
morning—well, you wouldn’t tomorrow
morning, I guess, but—yes, you would, it’s
Monday—would you wake up tomorrow
morning, go to the bank, and borrow money
to give yourself a tax cut? Well, then why
would you hire somebody to do it? [Laugh-
ter] Think about that. You think about it.

Our friends in the Republican Party last
year said—not me, they said—they said, and
they were right, that if we’re on a balanced
budget plan, interest rates will be 2 percent
lower than if we’re not. You just figure it out.
If your home mortgage, your car payment,
your credit card payments go up 2 percent,
all your tax cut will go out the window paying
higher interest rates. And we’ll have slower
job growth. And we won’t be putting more
people to work. And the economy won’t be
growing.

But if we have a targeted, disciplined tax
cut that creates more people like this fine
lady who introduced me, if we have more
people like her who feel like they can write
the President six times until he shows up—
[laughter]—who are proud to be working to
improve their education while they’re raising
children, then there’ll be a lot more Cindy
Bakers in this country.

I can give you a tax cut that we can afford
that will balance the budget, keep the econ-

omy growing, educate our children, educate
their parents, allow us to save for health care
and homebuying, and we can balance the
budget. That’s the tax cut we need going for-
ward on that track into the future, not back-
ward. We tried it the other way, and it did
not work.

So I want you to help me give that mes-
sage. We’re better off than we were 4 years
ago. We’ve got health care reform, minimum
wage reform, 10 million more jobs, a stronger
economy, a crime bill that’s working to bring
down the crime rate. We’re in the middle
of welfare reform, and we’re doing the right
things. We’re bringing the American people
together, not dividing them.

But we’re only halfway home. We’ve got
a lot to do. We have gotten the country going
in the right track. In the next 4 years, we
need to make sure that every single American
who’s responsible enough to work for it has
a chance to benefit and be rewarded and
build a strong career, a strong life, a strong
family, a strong community, and a strong na-
tion. That is my commitment to you. That’s
what the next 4 years are about. That’s why
I need your help.

Will you help? Will you help? Will you
help me? Every day, every way, stay with me
on to Chicago, on to November. We have
to have Ohio. I’m glad to be back. Bring me
home again.

God bless you, and thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:35 p.m. on the
rear platform of the 21st Century Express at U.S.
Route 23. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Joseph P. Sulzer of Chillicothe, OH. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks in Columbus, Ohio
August 26, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. I’m glad to see all of you. I thank you
for that wonderful introduction. I am de-
lighted to be here. Thank you, Chief Jackson,
for being here and for the work you do every
day. Thank you, Sheriff Karnes, for being
here, for what you do as well. And I’m very
grateful to you.

Thank you, Senator Glenn——
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[At this point, there was a disturbance in the
audience.]

The President. Wait, wait, wait. No, wait
a minute. Okay, wait, wait, wait. I believe
in the first amendment. Now you’ve had your
say, may I have mine? [Applause] Thank you,
thank you very much. We’ll talk about the
record now.

[At this point, there was a disturbance in the
audience.]

The President. You’ve got to feel sorry
for these people. They don’t want you to
know my record; that’s why they have to
shout. They’d be in a world of hurt if the
American people—[applause]—you know, if
the American people find out the truth, they
don’t have a chance, and they have to try
to shout it down. I don’t blame them. You
got to feel good—[applause].

Now, let me say I am delighted to be
joined here with Senator John Glenn. He
talked about how we’d reduced the Govern-
ment. He didn’t say that he deserves a lot
of the credit for it. Our friends on the other
side talked a lot—like today, you see, they’re
good at that—they talked a lot about the
Government and how it was too big and how
terrible it was, you know. But it just got big-
ger. They didn’t do anything about it.

We reduced the size of it. You have the
smallest Federal Government since John
Kennedy was President. You have the small-
est Federal Government as a percentage of
our work force since Franklin Roosevelt took
the oath of office in 1933, before the New
Deal.

But the reason you haven’t heard about
it is we didn’t throw those people in the
street. Of the 250,000 people smaller the
Federal Government is, fewer than 1,800
were involuntarily separated. I’m proud of
that. We treated those people with dignity
and helped them to go on to other lives, and
said, ‘‘Thank you for what you did for your
country.’’

And you haven’t heard about it because
we continue to do the good work of America,
because we have a strong and effective Gov-
ernment. We don’t have a weak Government;
it’s just leaner and more effective. And that’s
a big part—in big part the result of the efforts
and the leadership of John Glenn, who saved

hundreds of millions of dollars in defense
procurement and did so many other things
for this country that he will never get ade-
quate credit for. But the people of Ohio
should know what he has done.

I also want to thank a daughter of Ohio,
your State treasurer who’s now my national
Treasurer, Mary Ellen Withrow, who’s here
with me today. I thank her. I thank my friend
Gene Brandstool. I think he’s back here with
us today. I went to his farm, as John Glenn
said, and Gene came and served with us in
the Department of Agriculture until he de-
cided, like any sane person, that he’d rather
live in Ohio than Washington, DC. [Laugh-
ter]

I’ve got my Ohio buckeye that I got in
Chillicothe last night. When I was on the
train yesterday, I noticed the corn crop, and
it looks really pretty. But I told Gene, I said,
‘‘It’s not as high as it was in 1992.’’ He said,
‘‘I know, but the prices are a lot higher, and
that’s even better.’’ [Laughter]

So I am delighted to be here with you.
I thank Senator Jeff Johnson—State Senator
Jeff Johnson—and Franklin County Demo-
cratic chair Dennis White for being here and
all of you for coming out today. I want to
say a special thanks to the students of the
Police Academy and the men and women
who graduated from it and the law enforce-
ment officials who are here today. They are
here today so that we can express our grati-
tude to them.

One of the proudest moments of my Presi-
dency was to stand with America’s police offi-
cers and sign, after 7 years of long, hard
struggle, the Brady bill. I never thought of
public safety as a political issue before. I
never thought of it as a Republican issue.
When they said they were tough on crime,
because I’d been working on it for 20 years
it never occurred to me that when a person
gets mugged, they don’t ask if you’re a Dem-
ocrat or a Republican. I thought it was an
American issue. And then when we were
fighting to pass the Brady bill, I never
thought of it as a political issue, even though
the NRA had more influence over the other
party. There’s lots of NRA members in my
home State and half the folks have a hunting
or a fishing license or both.
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But tonight I’m proud to say that the
Brady bill, which was named after Ronald
Reagan’s Press Secretary, Jim Brady, and was
pushed by his wife, Sarah Brady—I’m proud
to say that at the Democratic Convention in
Chicago tonight Sarah Brady will be one of
the speakers. It’s an American issue to stand
up for public safety.

You know, we are living in an age of enor-
mous possibility. You read about it all the
time; the technological changes are stagger-
ing. The children in this audience, a lot of
them, a lot of the young people 10 years from
now will be doing jobs that have not even
been invented yet, jobs that have not even
been imagined yet. The pace of change is
staggering. And I’ve been doing everything
I could to make sure that we are ready for
the 21st century; it starts in just 4 years. I’m
taking a train through the heartland of Amer-
ica because I want to see people like you
that I’ve been fighting for and because I want
people like you to know that that train is on
the right track to the 21st century.

We spent a lot of time talking about oppor-
tunity, and last week was a good week for
opportunity. We raised the minimum wage
for 10 million people, 440,000 in Ohio. We
made it easier for small-business people and
their employees to take out and keep their
pension plans, even when they change jobs,
and that’s very important. We made it easier
for families to adopt children, even across
racial lines, and gave them a tax credit to
do it and that’s very important. We passed
the welfare reform law, but we kept guaran-
teed health care and child care for working
women and children, so that when we give
people a job they can also take care of their
kids. That’s what we want for middle class
families; it’s what we should want for poor
families, as well.

We signed the Kennedy-Kassebaum
health care reform bill to protect 25 million
people, to give them a chance to keep their
health insurance when they changed jobs and
to say you can’t be denied health insurance
just because somebody in your family gets
sick; that’s what insurance is for, people are
going to get sick. It was a great thing.

Senator Glenn talked about the deficit. Ac-
tually, Senator, the last time a President had
the deficit go down in all 4 years of his Presi-

dency was before the Civil War in the 1840’s
under John Tyler. It’s been a long time since
we did that.

That’s the good news. The bad news is
John Tyler was not reelected. [Laughter] But
what you ought to know while you’re having
that laugh is—this is the important thing—
not how long ago it was; what you really
ought to know is, when you consider the
major issues in this election, is that your
budget would not only be balanced, there
would be a healthy surplus in the Federal
budget today if it weren’t for the interest we
have to pay on the debt that was run up in
just the 12 years before I took office. And
you all remember what that debt meant and
what that interest meant. It meant high inter-
est costs, low investment, slow job growth,
nobody getting a raise, homeownership de-
clining because mortgage rates were so high.

We cannot afford to blow a hole in this
deficit again. We can have a tax cut that’s
targeted to childrearing, to education, to
training of adults, to helping us grow the
economy and helping give some income re-
lief to middle class people. But we dare not
take one we can’t afford, and we don’t need
to go to the bank and borrow the money.
We need to go on and balance this budget,
keep the interest rates down, keep home-
ownership going up, keep business invest-
ment going up, keep new jobs going up, keep
wages rising. That’s what we’ve got to do.

But this whole agenda—when you talk
about the opportunity agenda in America you
can get a lot of applause lines, because we’ve
created a lot of opportunity. But America
doesn’t work without the other half of the
bargain, responsibility. Without responsibil-
ity, opportunity will not flourish. And unless
we are committed to that basic bargain and
to the proposition that we have to go forward
together across racial lines, across religious
lines, across all the lines that divide us—we
need to say, as long as we all believe in the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitu-
tion, the Bill of Rights, we show up for work
every day, we’re going arm and arm into the
future. We’re going to be one community in
America and going arm in arm into the fu-
ture.

Four years ago I really believed after talk-
ing to Americans all over this country that
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the biggest threat to that and the biggest af-
front to our sense of responsibility was the
rising rate of crime and violence all over
America. We put into place a tough strategy
based on what was working already at the
grassroots level to try to reduce the crime
rate, focusing on police, on punishment, on
prevention, 100,000 more police on the
street, ‘‘three strikes and you’re out,’’ the as-
sault weapons ban, the Brady bill, rec-
reational programs for children after school,
keeping the schools open more, helping com-
munities to do that, putting those D.A.R.E.
officers in, having a zero-tolerance policy for
guns, doing things that would work to help
our kids have something to say yes to, not
just to say no to. All these things are making
a difference.

For 2 years I’ve been telling America we
were having a terrible dilemma: the crime
rate was going down, but the juvenile crime
rate was going up; the drug use rate was
going down, but the juvenile drug use rate
was going up. Now we know for 2 years the
juvenile murder rate has dropped dramati-
cally, and last year for the first time in a long
time, the juvenile crime rate started to go
down. I can only hope that means that we
can get the juvenile drug use rate down, too.
We have to keep working on that. But the
last thing we want to do is to take those
D.A.R.E. officers out of the school. We ought
to do more to provide safe and drug-free
schools, not less.

What I’d like to talk about today is where
we’re going from here. I spent a lot of time
trying to help schools all over America do
things that would save more kids, to do things
like have the option to adopt school uniform
policies. I’ve seen it all over California, where
it’s become the rage, where you’ve got lower
dropout rates, less violence, higher perform-
ance, all the kids feel better, not just the poor
kids, the middle class kids, but the wealthy
kids, too. People like being judged by what’s
on the inside, not what on the outside. It’s
helping to promote discipline and values in
our schools. Tougher truancy laws are doing
the same thing; curfew laws are doing the
same thing. We ought to be doing more of
that.

We also, as the sheriff and the chief said,
did take on the gun issue, and a lot of people

thought we had lost our minds. And I’ll tell
you, we did lose a lot of good Congressmen
over it. Back in 1994, I remember the other
side going around telling everybody in places
like Ohio and Arkansas that the Democrats
and the President had voted to take your
guns away. I didn’t know a single deer hunter
with an Uzi, not a one. [Laughter] I’ve been
duck hunting since I was a very young fellow,
and it wouldn’t have bothered me a lick to
wait a few days on the Brady bill to have
my record checked. I just didn’t understand
it.

But they scared a lot of people. You may
know a lot of people they scared. And a lot
of people, a lot of good people, a lot of good
people gave up their seats in Congress so
these people could be safer when they go
out to defend you and so you could be safer.

So I hope over the next 70 days or so, you’ll
talk to your friends and neighbors who felt
that way and remind them next time hunting
season goes out, unless they decided not to,
they’re still carrying the same weapon they
had in 1994. But there are 60,000 felons, fu-
gitives, and stalkers who don’t have handguns
because of the Brady bill, and we’re better
off because of it.

Now, I want to say briefly today where I
think we ought to go from here as Americans.
And again, I hope they won’t be partisan is-
sues. The Brady bill has plainly worked. It
has not imposed undue inconvenience on
anybody. It has made our law enforcement
officials safer. And it has made our citizens
safer. It covers today anyone convicted of a
felony.

The problem is there is one class of mis-
demeanors that tend to be particularly vio-
lent, where we know there’s a potential for
future violence, where often there’s a plea
bargain which goes from a felony to a mis-
demeanor. And that is the painful area of
domestic violence. I believe that the Brady
bill should cover anybody with a domestic
violence conviction. I don’t believe they
should be able to buy a handgun. Under the
current law, thousands of people who are
wife beaters or child abusers, even those who
have wielded weapons in their assault but
were convicted of misdemeanors, can still
buy handguns with potentially deadly con-
sequences.
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1 White House correction.

I believe strongly in the right of Americans
to own guns. I have used them as a hunter
with great joy. But make no mistake, those
who threaten the safety of others do not de-
serve our trust. If you’re convicted of a fel-
ony, you shouldn’t have one. If you’re a fugi-
tive from the law, you shouldn’t have a gun.
If you’re stalking or harassing women or chil-
dren, you shouldn’t have a gun. And if you
commit an act of violence against your spouse
or your child, you shouldn’t have a gun.

Let me also say, domestic violence is a big
threat to law enforcement officers. We’re
working hard with our new violence against
women section and other efforts in the Jus-
tice Department to help police officers and
prosecutors and judges to understand domes-
tic violence, to recognize it when they see
it, to know how to deal with it.

This past February, we launched a 24-
hour, 7-day, toll-free hotline so women in
trouble can find out about emergency help,
get shelter, report abuse to the authorities.
I never miss a chance to give out the number.
It’s 1–800–799–SAFE. And about 7,000 peo-
ple a month call on that hotline. Extending
the Brady bill to victims of domestic violence,
to protect them, will save more lives. It will
also save more law enforcement lives.

There are other steps we should take to
protect our police officers and our citizens
from gun violence. Last summer I sent Con-
gress legislation to ban cop-killer bullets.
These bullets are designed to kill police.
That’s what they do. They’re designed to
pierce bulletproof vests. If a bullet can slice
through a bulletproof vest like a hot knife
through butter, it should be against the law.
Every major law enforcement official organi-
zation supports this bill, and it’s time for
Congress to support it, too.

I want a bill to give prosecutors the power
to impose tougher sentences on drug traffick-
ers and gang members who also use a gun
when they commit their crimes. We used to
have a bill which did that and the courts said,
unless they were using the gun—even if they
were carrying the gun in full view—they
couldn’t get extra penalties. That’s wrong.
That’s wrong. We need to provide protection
against people who are peddling drugs or
doing other things with a gun designed to
terrify people. We need to say, ‘‘If you do

that, we’re going to punish you more harsh-
ly.’’

Again, I want Congress to pass the bill I
sent them nearly a year ago to ban guns any-
where near our schools. That is wrong. We
used to have a bill on that, too, and the courts
overturned it. So I sent them a bill to fix
it, and it still hasn’t passed. We don’t need
people wandering around a block from a
schoolyard with a gun. We know there are
too many kids who’ve been killed on play
yards with guns in this country, and we do
not need it.

Now, again, there are people who are
against banning cop-killer bullets. They say
it’s just a slippery slope eroding their right
to keep and bear arms. I have never seen
a deer in a Kevlar vest—[laughter]—never!
If somebody can show me a picture of one
out there hiding from our hunters, I’ll be glad
to reassess my position. [Laughter] But until
they do I believe I’ll stay with these folks
here; I think they’re entitled to be safe.

And let me just make one final comment.
Usually when people like me give speeches
like this, we try, and sometimes we’re fortu-
nate enough to succeed, to have folks like
this behind us, people in uniform, because
we honor them, we’re proud of them, we
identify with them, and we’re glad they’re
doing something we don’t do and taking a
risk for us. But I think we should never forget
that the ultimate beneficiaries of all these ef-
forts to make our streets safer and our
schools safer and our homes safer are you.
And I want to introduce you to the two peo-
ple on the stage that I haven’t introduced
yet. And I want to tell you a story; it’s one
of the most moving stories of my over 20
years in public life.

This man and his son—this is Dimitrious
Theofanis and his son, Nick. I’d like to ask
them to stand up. [Applause] I want to tell
you how I met Dimitrious. In early 1992,1
about 41⁄2 years ago, just before the New
Hampshire primary, I had a fundraiser
scheduled in a big hotel in New York. And
frankly, I was having a tough time. I was
dropping in the polls and all the press had
said I was dead and over, history, finished.
I was feeling pretty sorry for myself. All I
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was thinking about was my politics. I’m
ashamed to say it, but that’s all I was thinking
about.

And I was walking through this kitchen
thinking there wasn’t even going to be any-
body at the fundraiser because everybody
said I didn’t have a chance anymore. And
I’m kind of looking down and just feeling
sorry for myself. It was pitiful. [Laughter]
And Dimitrious was working in that hotel,
in his uniform.

And I was walking through the kitchen,
and he came up to me and stopped me in
the kitchen and he said, ‘‘Governor,’’ he said,
‘‘I want to talk to you a minute. My 10-year-
old boy’’—his son was 10 then—he says, ‘‘my
10-year-old boy, he studies this election in
school, and he says I should vote for you.’’
He said, ‘‘But if I vote for you, I want you
to do something for me.’’ I said, ‘‘What?’’ He
said, ‘‘I want you to make my son free.’’

I said, ‘‘What do you mean?’’ He said,
‘‘Well, in the country where I came from we
were poor, but we were free. I’m an immi-
grant. Here I’m doing well. I’m working
hard. I have more money, but we’re not
free.’’ He said, ‘‘Just across the street from
our apartment there is a park, but my son
can’t play in it unless I’m there with him.
He has a school only two blocks from our
home, but my son can’t walk there unless
I go with him. So if I do what my son wants
me to do, I want you to make my boy free.’’

They made an impression on me that will
last for the rest of my life, and they were
speaking for all of you. And I wanted you
to see them today. They’re riding the train
with me to Chicago. Thank you, and God
bless you.

I hope you will support extending the
Brady bill. I hope you will support banning
cop-killer bullets. I hope you will support
tougher penalties for people who deal drugs
with guns. And I hope you will support a
good, clean law saying nobody has got any
business with a gun anywhere near a school.
Help us to keep making America free.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:04 a.m. at the
Columbus Police Academy. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Chief of Police James Jackson, and Sher-
iff Jim Karnes of Columbus, OH.

Remarks in Arlington, Ohio
August 26, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you
very much.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. Thank you all for coming out. Thank
you for being in such a wonderful frame of
mind. Thank you for making us feel so wel-
come. And if you get too hot, we’ve got some
water up here, raise your hand. We don’t
want anybody to collapse. We have doctors;
we have nurses; we have lots of water.

Now, let me say, before I begin I’d like
to thank the Arlington High School band for
doing such a great, great job. I’d like to thank
the other people whose names I’ve been
given: Ms. Mary Gould, the piano player; the
Paragon Barbershop Quartet; Tom Kroske
and his band. I’d like to thank Mayor Lynne
Orwick of Arlington; Judge Reginald
Rowtson; the Mayor of Fostoria, Mr. Jim Bai-
ley; and Paul McClain, the candidate for
Congress, who spoke earlier I think. Thank
you all for being here. Thank you, Mary Ellen
Withrow, for doing a great job as the treas-
urer of Ohio and the Treasurer of the United
States. I’m proud to have you in this adminis-
tration.

I want to thank Senator John Glenn for
being here with me on this train trip through
the heartland and for his consistent, patriotic
leadership for our country and for the people
of Ohio in the Senate, to build the economy,
to protect our interests around the world, to
keep our defense strong, and to lead—lead—
our party in the Congress and to help our
administration in the most dramatic savings
of funds in downsizing of Government in
modern American history. We now have the
smallest and most efficient Federal Govern-
ment since John Kennedy was the President
of the United States, thanks in no small
measure to John Glenn of Ohio.

Thank you, David Brown, for your speech
and your passion and your commitment to
the families and children of this community.
Everywhere I go—and I’ve now been in
Huntington, West Virginia, Ashland, Ken-
tucky, Chillicothe, and Columbus and a lot
of little places along the way, just stopping,
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saying hello to people—but wherever we’ve
had a rally, I have been introduced by a citi-
zen, a citizen who is either doing something
that is consistent with what our administra-
tion has pushed for the last 4 years or who
represents what I’m trying to have happen
in America.

I’m sure a lot of you saw that last week
our administration became the first one in
history to take very strong action to try to
limit the marketing, distribution, and sales
of tobacco to young people. We are doing
our best, but I want to say to you, we cannot
do this all by ourselves. We’ve got to have
people in every community in this country
determined to keep our kids safe from all
the influences that are destructive to them.
They’re all our children.

And with all respect to what was said in
the convention in San Diego, Reverend
Brown here just got up and gave a speech
which validates the title of my wife’s book:
It does take a village to raise our children,
to raise our families, and to build a future.

I want to thank my daughter, Chelsea, for
coming with me. Hillary has gone home to
Chicago to welcome us, so she’s not here.
But Chelsea is here. We’re having a wonder-
ful time on the train ride. And we thank all
of you for coming.

Audience members. Where’s Chelsea?
The President. Where is she? She’s right

back there. Raise your hand. There she is.
Let me tell you that we’re on this train,

this beautiful train, recreating a trip that
many Presidents before me have made, be-
cause I wanted to go through America’s
heartland to Chicago, I wanted to see the
people in this county that I’ve been working
for for the last 4 years. I wanted to see your
faces, hear your voices, and give you a report
on where we are and where we’re going. And
I wanted you to see that this train is on track
not just to Chicago; we’re on the right track
to the 21st century. And we’re going to stay
there.

Four years ago—just think about 4 years
ago—when I came to the people of Ohio,
on June the 2d, I was officially nominated
by the Democratic Party in the primary proc-
ess when the votes in Ohio were announced.
At the Democratic Convention in July in
New York, the delegation from Ohio made

me the legal nominee of the Democratic
Party. And on election night, it was when the
votes of Ohio were announced that all the
prognosticators said, ‘‘Bill Clinton will be the
next President of the United States.’’ Thank
you, Ohio.

Now, remember what gave rise to that
election. Unemployment was high. Wages
were stagnant. Crime was rising. A host of
unmet social challenges were plaguing us.
And cynicism was on the rise in America.

Now look where we are after 4 years. We
brought the deficit down with a very tough
vote in 1993 that our opponents said would
wreck the economy. And what happened?
We got interest rates down. We got new jobs
going. The deficit has been reduced 60 per-
cent in 4 years. And my fellow Americans,
there would be a surplus in your national
treasury today but for the interest we still
have to pay on the debt that was run up in
the 12 years before I took office. Let’s don’t
go back and make that mistake again.

And what have we gotten out of it? We
have 101⁄4 million new jobs, 41⁄2 million new
homeowners; 10 million families have refi-
nanced their homes at lower interest rates;
12 million American families have taken ad-
vantage of the family and medical leave law
so they can take a little time off when a baby
is born or a parent is sick without losing their
jobs. We have record numbers of new small
businesses, record numbers of exports, 50
million Americans are breathing cleaner air.
We cleaned up more toxic waste dumps in
3 years than the previous two administrations
did in 12.

The crime rate has come down for 4 years
in a row. We’re putting 100,000 police on
the street, banning assault weapons. The
Brady bill has kept 60,000 felons, fugitives,
and stalkers from getting a handgun, and not
a single Ohio hunter has lost a rifle, in spite
of what the other side told you in the 1994
election.

After a decade, real wages are finally start-
ing to rise again for ordinary working people;
15 million American families with the lowest
wages who are working full time have gotten
a tax cut so we can say in America, nobody
works full time and has kids at home and
lives in poverty anymore. That’s a very impor-
tant principle that every American of any in-
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come ought to share. We want all families
to succeed at home and at work. We can have
no greater objective than to help people be
good parents and successful in making a pro-
ductive country.

College has been made more affordable
with lower cost college loans with better re-
payment terms. We need to do more, but
I feel good about where we are compared
to where we were 4 years ago.

What I want you to think about now is
where we still need to go. The main thing
we need to say for the next 70 days is we
ought to stay on the right track. We’re on
the right track; why in the world would we
reverse course? What we need to do is to
lay plainly before the American people what
still needs to be done.

First, we know that while the economy has
10 million more jobs, not everybody has fully
participated in the benefits of this economic
recovery. We know—we know already that
the next generation in the 21st century will
have more chances to live their dreams than
any generation of people who ever lived, that
America’s best days are before us if we do
what it takes to make sure all these children
can participate in that future.

That’s why I say, first of all, we’ve got to
keep the economy going. That means balance
the budget, keep the interest rates down, and
don’t have unnecessary cuts in education, the
environment, technology, science, research,
Medicare, and Medicaid—protect our peo-
ple’s obligations.

I also say to you that we know that edu-
cation is more important than ever before,
and yes, we’ve made some strides forward.
But we have more to do. We must make sure
that every classroom in this country has ac-
cess to computers, educational programs,
trained teachers and that by the year 2000
every single classroom in America, in the
smallest rural village, in the poorest inner city
neighborhood, is hooked up to the informa-
tion superhighway so every child has the
same access to information that every other
child has.

We have to make sure that every American
family can afford the education that is critical
to our future, not just for the children but
for the adults who will be going back to
school as well. And I have proposed that by

the year 2000 we will make the first 2 years
of college or a community college education
just as universal in 4 years as a high school
education is today by giving American fami-
lies a $1,500 tax credit for the cost of tuition
at their community college, a $10,000 tax de-
duction for any educational cost after high
school.

We ought to let people deduct their cost
for 4 years for medical school, for graduate
school, for whatever. We have a vested inter-
est in having the most educated people in
the world, and we need every family to be
able to do that, not just those that can afford
it.

I have proposed making it easier for fami-
lies to save. Today you can’t take out an IRA
if your income is over $40,000. Under our
proposal, we’ll go up to $100,000 for a couple
in income. And now, under a bill just passed
by Congress, if there are two people in the
home, they can both put aside $2,000 a year.
And under my proposal you’ll be able to
withdraw from that without any penalty for
a college education, to finance a first home,
to deal with a health care emergency. Let’s
save in a way that helps America. Let’s have
a tax cut we can pay for, balance the budget;
that’s for children and education.

I also know—the Reverend was talking
about saving our kids. One of the biggest
problems is that a lot of our kids live in fami-
lies where their parents are working hard and
doing the best they can. But they’re alone
too many hours a day. Our proposal would
give a tax cut for people with children under
13 so they can have some more money, $500
a year to pay for child care or help their kids
be in some other kind of activity after school.
And we also want to give more funds to
school districts around the country so they
can be open longer hours. If we could keep
all the young people in this country involved
in positive activities between 3 and 6 o’clock,
we’d see a lot of reduction in a lot of our
problems. And we need to do that. And I
want to do what I can to help.

I want to see this become a more respon-
sible country. Yes, the crime rate’s gone
down for 4 years in a row, but we have to
finish the job. We have voted to put 100,000
more police on the street. We’ve only funded
half of them on the schedule we’re on. One
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of the things I intend to do if I am reelected
your President is to make sure every single
one of those 100,000 police is on the street.

Our friends in the other party in Congress
disagree with me. They voted against the
100,000 police. They tried to repeal it in the
budget I vetoed. Now they’re trying to re-
strict it again. But I’m telling you folks, we
can prevent crime and catch criminals if we
have more people serving their communities
out there, visible, who know the kids on the
streets, who know the neighbors, who know
the law-abiding folks. We need to finish the
job of putting 100,000 police on the street.

We need to build on the Brady bill. I’m
so proud tonight that when the Democratic
Convention opens one of the people who’s
going to speak is the wife of Jim Brady, who
was President Reagan’s Press Secretary until
he was almost killed when President Reagan
was shot. And Jim and Sarah Brady have
spent their lives not as Republicans, not
switching parties to the Democratic Party,
just being Americans trying to say, this is
crazy for us to keep letting felons get guns.

And when they passed the Brady bill, I
was proud to sign it, and I worked hard to
pass it. I didn’t agree with the politicians who
were afraid to tell the American people that
on this issue the NRA was wrong, that it
wasn’t going to kill anybody to wait 5 days
to get a handgun while we checked their
records; 60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers
don’t have guns today. We’re safer. I’m
proud of it. And Sarah Brady is going to
speak at the Democratic Convention tonight
because we stood for that, and I’m proud
of that.

But we have to do more—more to help
our streets be safe, more to help our families
be strong. I just want to mention a couple
of things I talked about in Columbus today
at the police academy. The Brady bill today
covers felons. It ought to cover violent mis-
demeanors, specifically domestic violence.
People that have engaged in domestic vio-
lence should not be able to have handguns.

And we ought to ban cop-killer bullets. I’ve
been trying to do this ever since I got there.
I don’t understand why in the world we need
bullets that pierce bulletproof vests. There
is not a deer in the woods in America wearing

a Kevlar vest. We don’t need them. The po-
lice need them. We ought to do it.

Finally, there are more things we can do
for our families and our kids. All over Amer-
ica local communities are finding their own
solutions. I have tried to put the Government
on the side of helping local communities do
whatever they want, whether it’s school uni-
forms for junior high schoolers or grade
schoolers or tougher curfew laws or truancy
laws. I’ve tried to support the things that gave
local communities the sense that they were
taking responsibility for their children’s lives.
We need to do more.

We adopted a law which requires all new
televisions to have a V-chip in it, and the tele-
vision industry, thank God for them, agreed
to rate television programs so within a couple
of years parents will be able to buy a TV
guide and buy a television and decide, if
there is 100 channels on the television, what
things their young children should not see
on television. I think that’s a good thing. We
need to finish that.

We worked hard to get an order from the
Federal Communications Commission,
agreed to by the entertainment industry, that
will give us 3 hours of good, positive edu-
cational television program at nighttime for
our kids—3 hours a week in the next couple
of years. That’s going to be a positive thing.
But we have to do more. And I ask you all
to support that. We have got to keep working
to make childhood special, childhood safe,
childhood have integrity, and we all have a
responsibility for it.

Let me finally say this: I know there is
going to be a lot of debate in this election
about the tax cut proposal that the other side
has made, and it sounds good. It’s bigger
than—I’ll tell you right now, it’s a whole lot
bigger than the tax cut I’m promising. I fess
up; I promise, it is.

But there is a big difference between the
one I’m promising you and the one they are.
We can pay for mine. I will not propose any-
thing in my speech Thursday night to the
American people or anything in this cam-
paign that cannot be paid for while we still
balance the budget. Why? What’s that got
to do with you in this great town? Because
that means low interest rates, more invest-
ment, more jobs, more small businesses,
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higher wages. We have worked too hard for
too long with high interest rates, nobody get-
ting a raise, and unemployment too high. We
have turned this thing around. We can’t af-
ford to turn back now. We have got to do
that.

It also means if you take a tax cut 5 times
bigger than mine what that means is—ac-
cording to our friends in the other party, not
me—it means your interest rates will be 2
percent higher on your home mortgage, your
car payment, your credit card payments. It
also means the economy will slow down. It
also means they’ll have to cut Medicare,
Medicaid, education, and the environment
even more than they did in that budget I
vetoed. And then when they shut the Gov-
ernment down, I vetoed it again. I’m not
going to put up with it. I don’t think you
should. I think we can go forward together.
We don’t need that; we can go forward to-
gether.

My fellow Americans, America is on the
right track to the 21st century. But we have
a lot of work to do. We have to be true to
our values. We have to meet the challenges
of the future. But I will say again, you look
at every child in this audience, that’s what
this election is about; the best days of Amer-
ica are ahead. We just have to have the cour-
age and the vision to seize the future. I hope
you will help me do that. Will you do it?

God bless you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. at Arling-
ton Community Park. In his remarks, he referred
to Judge Reginald Rowtson, municipal judge,
Findlay, OH; and Rev. David Brown, pastor, First
Christian Church in Findlay.

Remarks in Bowling Green, Ohio
August 26, 1996

The President. Thank you so much.
Thank you for that absolutely wonderful wel-
come. You know, Hillary left us yesterday to
go on to Chicago, her hometown, to get
things ready for us, and we always call—
Chelsea and I do—at night and give a report.
I can tell you what our report tonight will
be: You should have seen the crowd in Bowl-
ing Green. [Applause] Thank you. Wow!

I want to thank all of you for being here.
I want to say a special word of thanks to Rep-
resentative Marcy Kaptur. There is not a
more aggressive advocate for the people she
represents in the entire United States Con-
gress in either party than Marcy Kaptur. She
does a great job for you.

I want to thank John Glenn for his many
years of service to our country and the Ma-
rine Corps and the space program and the
United States Senate. I want to thank him
for the work he’s done on the economy, on
foreign policy, on defense. I want to thank
him for worrying about our children being
able to grow up in a safe world. And I want
to just cite two things.

It is true, as Senator Glenn said, that while
some of our friends in the other party would
criticize Government, they did much to
downsize it. We have the smallest Federal
Government since John Kennedy was Presi-
dent. It’s very efficient, and we didn’t have
to throw a lot of people in the street to do
it. And we saved billions of dollars of your
tax money, thanks in no small measure be-
cause of the leadership of John Glenn.

I will also tell you when you hear a word
like nuclear proliferation, it may not sound
like a big old word, and you can’t imagine
what it means. It means, among other things,
that tonight and in the last 2 years for the
first time since the dawn of the nuclear age,
there is not a single nuclear weapon pointed
at the children of the United States, thanks
in no small measure to John Glenn.

I’ve got a few folks I’d like to recognize.
I brought a slew of Ohioans over here on
my right, your left, but one of them in par-
ticular I want to recognize, your former State
treasurer and now our national Treasurer,
Mary Ellen Withrow. She’s doing a great job.
Thank you, Mary Ellen, for coming with us.

Thank you, Mayor Hoffman, for welcom-
ing me here and for your gift, sir. And thank
you, city council president Joyce Kepke, for
presenting the gift and making me feel so
welcome here. Thank you, county chairman
Al Baldwin, for your work in getting this mag-
nificent crowd up.

I want to thank some candidates who are
here beginning with Annie Saunders. Thank
you for running for Congress. Thank you,
Chris Redfern, for running for the State sen-
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ate. Thank you, Alvin Perkins, Wood County
commissioner candidate. Thank you John
Garand, for running for prosecuting attorney
here.

And now I want all of you to recognize
these young people who are here because
they won the poster contest. They just came
up to see me, and they’re your kids, and
they’re terrific. Let’s give them a big hand.
[Applause] Thank you.

I want to say I love all these posters. I
like all the posters that I see. I thank you
for the Hillary poster. And I thank you for
the poster back there that says, ‘‘The Presi-
dent cares for kids.’’ Thank you. I like that
Bill of Rights poster. But now that I’m 50
years old, it may not be truth in advertising
anymore. [Laughter]

Yesterday, Chelsea and I started out with
Hillary in West Virginia. We went into Ken-
tucky; then we came into Ohio. We’ve had
a wonderful day on this train. I wanted to
take this train through the heartland to Chi-
cago because I wanted to see people like you,
the people I’ve been working for for the last
4 years, on the way to accept for the second
time the nomination of my party for Presi-
dent.

I also—I also very much wanted you to
see us on this train because it’s not only on
the right track to Chicago, this train is on
the right track to the 21st century, and I want
you to keep us on it.

Folks, 4 years ago I came before the Amer-
ican people—and it is true what Senator
Glenn said—Ohio put me over the top in
the nomination and put me over the top in
the general election. And I hope you will do
it again. But when I came before you I had
never before served in office in Washington.
I spent most of my time in places like Bowl-
ing Green. I identified with schools like
Bowling Green State—and I thank you for
the music and the cap. And Dr. Ribeau, and
anyone else who’s here from the university,
I thank you for the music, the cap, the jog-
ging outfit.

But I thank you most of all for the military
aide who’s here with me tonight. You may
know, the President gets a distinguished mili-
tary aide from each branch of the service.
My Coast Guard military aide, Lieutenant
Commander June Ryan, is here with me to-

night, a graduate of Bowling Green State.
She’s over there somewhere. Where is she?
Come here, June. You did a good job, didn’t
you? Give her a hand. [Applause] Thank you.
She’s an Iowa farm girl. There aren’t many
oceans bordering Iowa, but somehow she
made it into the Coast Guard, and I know
you all gave here a good start here.

The thing that was bothering me when I
ran for President was the economy was stag-
nant. As Marcy Kaptur never fails to remind
me, there were and there still are too many
blue-collar workers, people that work hard
and never seem to get a raise, never seem
to get ahead. Unemployment was high. The
crime rate was going up. There are a host
of problems that were going unchallenged.
Cynicism was on the rise in the country. And
I wanted to do something about it.

I wanted to bring some hope and direction
and movement and progress back into Amer-
ican life. And I thought we had to change
the way people were thinking in Washington,
away from the kind of intensely partisan rhet-
oric and intensely stale debate. If you listen
to things coming out of Washington, very
often it sounded like it was more about who
to blame than what to do. I’m more inter-
ested in what to do than who to blame, and
I think you are, too.

So, for the last 4 years, we’ve been out
there doing. I have a vision of the 21st cen-
tury for America. I believe they’ll be our best
days. I believe the children in this audience
will have more chances to live their dreams
than any generation of Americans in history.
The global economy, the information explo-
sion, the computer explosion, the technology
discoveries, the medical discoveries: It is un-
believable.

We just commissioned—let me give you
an example—we just commissioned a super-
computer between IBM and the Federal
Government. We’re going to build one that
will do more calculations in a second than
a person with a hand-held calculator can do
in 30,000 years. That’s how we’re growing.
There is more computer power, more com-
puter power in a Ford Taurus today than
there was in the first spaceship that went to
the moon in 1969. That’s how fast things are
changing.
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But we also know we’ve got some prob-
lems in this country. And what I want to do
is to build an America for the 21st century
where the American dream is open to every-
body who is responsible enough to work for
it, an America where we’re coming together
across the lines that divide us, not being torn
up by race and religion and other things that
are just engulfing the world, from Bosnia to
the Middle East to Northern Ireland to Afri-
ca—you name it. All over the world people
are fighting because of their differences.

In our country, we’re not about race and
religion. If you believe in the Constitution,
the Bill of Rights, and the Declaration of
Independence, and you’re willing to show up
for work tomorrow, you’re our kind of per-
son, you’re part of our America, and we’re
going forward together. That’s what we be-
lieve.

And I wanted our country to continue to
be what John Glenn has given his life for
it to be, the leading force for peace and free-
dom and prosperity in this whole world. And
I believe we can achieve that. And I want
to give you a report compared to 4 years ago:
We passed a sweeping economic program in
1993 that, as Senator Glenn said, cut the def-
icit 60 percent 4 years in a row and every
year of this administration. That’s the first
time it’s happened since the 1840’s. And if
it were not for the interest we’re paying on
the debt run up in the 12 years before I came
here, we’d have a surplus in the budget
today, and that’s important for you to know.

Now, what does that mean in Bowling
Green? It means lower interest rates. It
means lower home mortgage payments,
more homeowners, 41⁄2 million new Amer-
ican homeowners. Ten million Americans
have refinanced their mortgage at lower in-
terest rates. It means lower car payments.
It means lower credit card rates. And, most
important of all, it means new investment,
new businesses; we’ve got a record number
of new businesses started and 101⁄4 million
new jobs in 31⁄2 years. We’re better off than
we were 4 years ago.

We have worked to deal with the problems
we heard Americans talking to us about 4
years ago. Our administration worked hard
to try to deal with the health care problems
of ordinary Americans. We’ve worked to con-

tribute to the decline in the medical inflation
rate, so that the costs wouldn’t keep going
through the roof. And I’m proud to say last
year health care costs increase was the lowest
it’s been in 23 years, and this year it’s running
under 2 percent. And last week right before
I left I signed a bill the Congress passed,
the Kassebaum-Kennedy health care bill,
that says no longer can you be denied health
insurance because somebody in your family
has been sick or lose it because you changed
jobs. That’s a good thing for America. Twen-
ty-five million Americans will be helped by
that.

What else have we done? I knew that there
were a lot of people who were working hard,
raising their kids, and still falling further and
further behind. In 1993 we tried to create
more good jobs by helping small businesses.
If they invest more in their business, they
can get a tax cut. And then again in 1996,
just before I came here, we did some very
important things. We raised the minimum
wage for 10 million American workers. We
preserved the tax cut we won in 1993 for
the 15 million Americans working hard with
children on the most modest income so we
could cut their taxes.

This year that’s worth about $1,000 for a
family of four with an income below $28,000.
When you get down to those lower wages
and there’s still people with kids in the home,
we wanted to say clearly, ‘‘If you work full
time and you’ve got children in your house,
the tax system will not put you in poverty.
It will lift you out of poverty. You’re entitled
to raise your kids in dignity.’’

That minimum wage bill did some other
things, too. It gave another tax break to small
businesses. So now we have increased by 21⁄2
times the tax relief 90 percent of our small
businesses can get if they invest more money
in their business. I’m proud of that. They’re
creating most of the new jobs. Most of us
are going to be working for small businesses.
We better create a climate in America second
to none for small businesses to grow and
flourish. And I know all of you will support
that.

We tried to help families do a better job
in raising their kids and working. I think it’s
fair to say that maybe the number one worry
of most families in this country is how to raise
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their kids and do a good job of that and still
do a good job at work. There’s probably not
a family in this audience tonight that hadn’t
had some problem at some time in juggling
the demands of school for your kids or health
care for your kids or just being with your
kids and the responsibility to be at work. We
passed the family and medical leave law that
says you can have a little time off without
losing your job if there’s a baby born or a
sick child or a sick parent.

Marcy Kaptur and John Glenn voted for
that law and strongly supported it. And in
the last 3 years 12 million American families
have made use of it, and our economy is
stronger, not weaker, than it was 3 years ago.
It helps to lift up families and support chil-
dren. And people are more productive at
work when they can do it.

And last week, in the minimum wage law
we did something else that was good for fam-
ilies. I signed a bill that gives a $5,000 tax
credit to any couple willing to adopt a child
and give that child a good home and an even
more generous one if the child is disabled.
And it removed the barriers to cross-racial
adoption. So now we can say there are hun-
dreds of thousands of kids out there trapped
in foster care; they need loving homes. We
have now made it more economically feasible
for people to really be pro-family for those
kids, too. And I’m proud of that.

Four years ago, a lot of Americans talked
to me about crime. I started off this morning
at the Ohio Police Training Academy, and
I talked about the crime problem. Let me
just say, I have a simple strategy: more police,
more punishment, more prevention. Take
the serious offenders and punish them; do
what you can to prevent crime from occur-
ring; and help to save the kids—give them
something to say yes to as well as to say no
to. And put more police officers on the street
to catch criminals and prevent crime. That’s
been our strategy for 4 years in a row, the
crime rate has been coming down in the
United States of America. And I’m proud of
that.

There’s been a lot of talk in the news in
the last few weeks about welfare reform be-
cause I signed the welfare reform bill. It’s
a little bit longer story than that, and I want
to talk to you about it. Nearly every American

I talked to for years wanted us to do some-
thing about welfare because they felt that it
trapped people in dependency. The people
I met on welfare wanted me to do something
about welfare. They wanted a path to inde-
pendence. Most poor people want what we
want for everybody else; they want to suc-
ceed with their kids, and they want to suc-
ceed at work. They want to be good, produc-
tive citizens.

And so we sat about 3 years working with
the States to give people permission to move
people from welfare to work. On the day I
signed the bill already three-quarters of the
people in America were under such experi-
ments. We have reduced the welfare rolls by
a million and a half since I became President
of the United States, moving people out
there into the work force. And I’m proud
of that.

But I signed this bill because we need to
do more. But let me tell you, folks, the wel-
fare reform bill is the beginning, not the end.
What it does is to say nationally, we’re going
to protect all these families. We’re going to
protect their medical care. We’re going to
give them child care when the parents go
to work. We’re going to make sure the kids
are in the school lunch program and can
show up and get extra nutritional help that
they need. But we’re going to give the money
that used to be in the welfare check to the
States to devise ways to put people to work.

I want to talk a lot on Thursday night about
this. But let me just say to you, if you care
about this and you want what I want, you
want poor people to have the same life that
everybody else has, having a chance to suc-
ceed at home and at work, then let’s say to
everyone in America without regard to party,
‘‘Let’s don’t let welfare reform be a fraud.
If you’re going to make people go to work,
make sure they have jobs to find when they
go to work.’’ We have to create more jobs
in this country so people can work.

When I look out at all these children I
think about our natural environment. And
one of the things I think we have to do to
be responsible to the future is to find a way
to grow the economy and preserve the envi-
ronment. Fifty million Americans are breath-
ing clean air, cleaner air than they were 4
years ago. We have upgraded the standards
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for meat inspections, for putting pesticides
on crops that become food. We have cleaned
up more toxic waste dumps in 3 years than
were cleaned up in the previous 12. We cre-
ated the biggest national park south of Alaska
in California. We saved Yellowstone Park,
our Nation’s great treasure, from a gold
mine. We are pushing forward to preserve
the environment and to promote the econ-
omy.

Finally, let me say one other thing that
I think is important. I believe you can have
opportunity and responsibility, but it has to
be for everybody, and then we have to treat
everybody the same. That’s why I’ve reacted
so strongly against the church burnings of
black churches and the burnings of white
churches and the people who have defaced
the mosques and the synagogues in this
country.

This was a country founded in religious
liberty. That’s why I was so angry the other
day when African-American soldiers in the
Special Forces in North Carolina found swas-
tikas painted on their doors. Let me tell you
something, folks, the Special Forces are just
what they say; they’re special forces. If I call
them at midnight tonight and tell them to
be halfway around the world by noon tomor-
row to defend you and put their lives on the
line, they’ll do it. They don’t deserve to be
discriminated against because of their race.
That’s not America. That’s not America.

And so I say to you we have to bring this
country together and go forward together.
The reason I vetoed the budget that passed
was not because I didn’t want a balanced
budget. I presented a balanced budget. But
we can’t have a balanced budget if we cut
student loans and cut back on Head Start
and cut back on problems that improve edu-
cation. We can’t have a balanced budget if
we cripple our ability to protect our environ-
ment. We can’t have a balanced budget if
we take unnecessary cuts in the Medicare
program that aren’t necessary to save it. We
can’t have a balanced budget if you walk away
from our commitment to guaranteed medical
care for the elderly, for families with persons
with disabilities in the family, for pregnant
women, and for poor children. We’ve got to
go forward together. That’s what that whole
thing was all about.

And as I go forward into Chicago I want
you to know that’s the record we’ve made,
but we’ve made a beginning. We have more
to do. What is the task of the next 4 years?
We have our economic house in order. We’ve
got to make sure it’s possible for every single,
solitary American to take part in this eco-
nomic recovery and to live out their dreams
and to take care of their families. That has
to be our task for the next 4 years.

That means to me, among other things—
I just want to mention just a couple of things
that I want to do in the next 4 years.

Number one, I want to make at least 2
years of college as universal for Americans
as a high school education is today. Now, how
do we propose to do that? By giving a
$10,000 tax deduction to families for the cost
of college tuition for any kind of education
after high school and a $1,500 refundable tax
credit for the first 2 years of college if that
helps you more. That will get everybody
through a community college in any State in
the country just about. That’s a good thing
to do, and we ought to do it.

Number two, I want to make sure that
every child in every school in America has
the same chance everybody else does to grow
and learn, which means we not only need
computers in every school and classroom,
and also trained teachers, but all those class-
rooms need to be connected to this vast in-
formation superhighway. That will give any
child anywhere in America, in the poorest
inner city neighborhood, in the most remote
mountain village, access to the same informa-
tion that any other child has anywhere in the
world. We’re going to connect all those class-
rooms by the year 2000 if you’ll let us do
it.

And finally let me just say one word about
health care. We have done a good thing by
saying, ‘‘You can’t have your health insurance
taken away from you if you change jobs, and
you can’t be denied if you’ve got somebody
in your family who is sick.’’ But we still have
good, hard-working people who are unem-
ployed for longer periods than they used to
be. I want to see us also help those people
who are unemployed who are dying to get
back in the work force keep their families
in health insurance for at least 6 more
months. And that’s a noble and good thing
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to do. The kids need it. It will help them
perform in school. It will help the families
stay together. It will make America stronger.
I hope you’ll support it.

And all these things—the last thing I want
to say is, we can afford a tax cut, but we
ought to only have the tax cut we can af-
ford—remember what I said—because we’re
bringing the deficit down, because everybody
knows we’re going toward a balanced budget,
your interest rates are lower. That’s lower
mortgage payments, lower car payments,
lower credit card payments, more business
investment, and more jobs.

And finally, for the first time in a decade,
for the last 2 years average wages are rising
again. We can’t jeopardize that, but we can
afford a family friendly tax cut, a $500 tax
credit for children under 13, the education
tax deductions that I just mentioned, and an
IRA available to families making up to
$80,000, moving up to $100,000 a year, that
you can withdraw from without any penalty
to buy the first home, to deal with a medical
emergency, and to educate your kids or your-
selves. That is a program we can afford, and
that’s what we ought to have. It will build
America and balance the budget.

Well, that’s the America I want to build
for the 21st century. Will you help?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you help for 70 more

days?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you help for 4 more

years?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Thank you, and God bless

you. Hang in there! Let’s go!

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. on the rear
platform of the 21st Century Express. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mayor Wesley K. Hoffman
of Bowling Green, and Sidney A. Ribeau, presi-
dent, Bowling Green State University. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks in Toledo, Ohio
August 26, 1996

The President. Thank you so much to the
citizens of Toledo. Thank you very much, Mr.

Mayor. Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.
Thank you for making us feel so very wel-
come tonight. Now, I want to tell you first
of all, I love Toledo, and I love to spend the
night here. I love to run along the water here
in the morning. And I’m delighted to be
back.

I’ve still got my Toledo Mud Hens cap.
And I’m glad to be back. I also want to tell
you that if you saw Senator Glenn and I talk-
ing a little while the program was going, you
need to know that at some point in about
15 minutes I’m going to stop, and the whole
country is going to see you, because we’re
going to be talking back and forth to our con-
vention in Chicago. So I want you to help
me. Will you do that?

Now, in the meanwhile, I’d like to talk to
you a few moments. First, I want to acknowl-
edge your mayor and thank him for his vigor-
ous leadership to help develop Toledo eco-
nomically and to help fight the crime prob-
lem and working with us on it.

Secondly, let me say, there is not in the
entire United States Congress another Mem-
ber of the Congress who is as active and ener-
getic and aggressive and effective on behalf
of the constituents as Marcy Kaptur is for
you. She’s fought for your jobs; she’s fought
for your welfare; she’s fought for your values.
You can be proud of her.

And let me say of Senator Glenn, I have
known very few people in public life that I
would say I admired as much as John Glenn.
He is an American hero and a national treas-
ure. He’s too modest to tell you, but we did
downsize the Government, but we didn’t put
those Federal employees in the street. We
didn’t cast them off and forget about them.
We gave them early retirement. We helped
them find other things to do. And we used
the opportunity of the savings to do things
like put 100,000 more police back on your
streets, to bring your deficit down.

And we used ways to save money and in-
crease the effectiveness of national defense,
increase the effectiveness of our ability to re-
spond to emergencies. We cut the budget
of the Small Business Administration, for ex-
ample, and doubled the loan volume. We did
those kind of things, in large measure in 1993
and 1994, with the help and leadership of

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:59 Nov 19, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P35AU4.028 p35au4



1534 Aug. 26 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

John Glenn. And he deserves a lot of credit
for it.

I also—a lot of Ohioans know that Senator
Glenn is one of America’s leaders on the
problem of nuclear proliferation. That’s a big
old word, but I’ll tell you what it means now.
During this administration—and thanks in no
small measure to the leadership of John
Glenn—for the first time since the dawn of
the nuclear age, on this night, this beautiful
night, there is not a single nuclear missile
pointed at a child in the United States of
America. And we can be proud of that.

I want to thank the CitiFest organization
for helping this to become possible. I want
to thank Lucas County Democratic chair
Keith Wilkowski for his work on this. And
I want to mention two other folks, one, the
gentleman to my right who is sitting over
there with Chelsea. He’s one of yours. His
name is Robert Wyckoff. He was wounded
fighting for your country in World War II,
but he had never received, after all these
years, the combat medals he earned, includ-
ing the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart.
Well, 50 years too late, on our train tonight
just before we got to Toledo, it was my great
honor to pin on Robert Wyckoff the Bronze
Star and the Purple Heart he earned for our
country before.

Would you stand up, sir? Let’s give him
a hand. [Applause] Thank you.

There’s another person I want to introduce
tonight who is not here, and you’ll under-
stand in a minute. Marcy gave Chelsea the
keys to the Jeep. [Laughter] One of the
things I’m proudest of in America’s economic
recovery is that for the first time in 20 years,
the United States is the auto capital of the
world. We’re producing more cars than the
Japanese, and we’re selling more around the
world. And tonight, tonight in Chicago at our
convention, an autoworker from Toledo
named Todd Clancy is speaking on behalf
of the working people of America. And I
know you can be proud of him.

We have had a wonderful time. We’ve
been to West Virginia, Kentucky; we’ve been
all over Ohio. We started this morning at the
State Police Training Academy in Columbus.
We’ve been to Arlington. We had an unbe-
lievable rally in Bowling Green. We are hav-
ing a good time taking the train across Ameri-

ca’s heartland, a train that gives me a chance
to thank you for giving me the chance to
serve as your President, to say that I have
worked for you, and to look in your eyes and
tell you we’ve been up there for 4 years every
day trying to help you go forward. And we’d
like 4 more, because America is on the right
track, the right track.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you, thank you.
Thank you so much. We’re on the right track.
And I’ll tell you, I want you to watch our
convention; we’re going to have a good time.
And I’m glad a few of our friends from the
other party showed up tonight with their
signs. You’re welcome here. We’re glad to
have you here.

[At this point, there was a disturbance in the
audience.]

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. No, don’t boo them. Don’t

boo them. Don’t boo them. We’re glad to
have them here.

But our convention is going to be a little
different. We’re not going to hide our lead-
ers. We’re going to parade them out on the
stage and say we’re proud of them. And I
have read our platform. I’m proud of it, and
we’re all glad to run on it. We’re not running
away from it. And we don’t need to avoid
our record or distort it. We’ll just run on our
record and on our ideas for the future. We’re
proud of it. We’re proud of it. We’re proud
of it.

I want you to think about what has been
going on for the last 4 years. When I came
to see you 4 years ago and I asked you to
take a chance on me, I had never worked
as an elected official in Washington, DC. I
ran for President because I was worried
about what was happening to my country, be-
cause we had high unemployment and stag-
nant wages, because we had a rising crime
rate, a host of unsolved social challenges, a
widening rift among our people, a growing
sense of cynicism about the ability of political
leaders to make a difference in ordinary peo-
ple’s lives. And I was sitting out there in my
home State going to work every day as our
State’s Governor, and I didn’t like it, and I
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decided I’d try to make a difference. And
I asked you to help me.

And on June 2, 1992, the votes of Ohio
gave me a majority of the delegates I needed
to be nominated. In July of 1992 at the na-
tional convention, the delegation from Ohio
cast the votes that put me over the top. And
as John Glenn said, in November of 1992,
when they called Ohio for Bill Clinton and
Al Gore, the commentator said, ‘‘As Ohio
goes, so goes the Nation. They will win the
election.’’

And so tonight, my friends, I come to you
to make a report, to say we are on the right
track, but we have more to do; to ask you
to join with me for the next 70 days to tell
your friends and neighbors, whether they’re
Democrats, Republicans, or independents,
about what has happened in America these
last 4 years, what the choice is in this elec-
tion, and what we still have to do.

Look at the record. Look at the economy.
You heard Senator Glenn say that we brought
the deficit down in all 4 years of this adminis-
tration for the first time since before the Civil
War. That’s the last time that happened, in
the 1840’s. I’m proud that our Democrats
did that. I wish we had had some help from
the folks in the other party, but I’m glad we
did it anyway. I’m glad we did it. We paid
a price for it, but I’m glad we did it.

Do you know that we would have a surplus
in Washington today in your budget—a sur-
plus—were it not for the interest run up
when we quadrupled the national debt in the
12 years before I took office. If we didn’t
have to pay interest on the debt in the 12
years before I took office, we’d have a surplus
in that budget today. We’ve got to keep on
going until we balance it, to keep the interest
rates down and the jobs coming back to
America. That’s what we need.

But we have to balance that budget in the
right way. Last year, I presented a balanced
budget. The congressional leaders presented
their balanced budget. They passed theirs
and didn’t want to talk about mine. And I
vetoed it because it had cuts that were too
big in education and the environment, in
Medicare and in the Medicaid guarantees for
our people. I vetoed it because it raised taxes
on the poorest working people in America.
I vetoed it because it allowed workers’ pen-

sions to be raided by corporations, and we
spent the whole last several years trying to
secure workers’ pensions. So yes, I did.

But I’m still for balancing the budget. We
have cut the deficit 60 percent, and we’re
still going to do it. But we’re going to do
it in the right way. They can shut the Govern-
ment down if they want to. I will not be
blackmailed, not ever. We’re going to do it
in the right way.

Let’s look at education. Today, there are
more children in Head Start. Our schools
have funds to promote safe and drug-free
schools that they didn’t have before. They
have funds that help them to stay open in
after hours; they have funds to stay open after
hours when these kids often need someplace
to go so they don’t get in trouble. There are
literally hundreds of thousands of young peo-
ple who now have lower cost college loans
because of the initiatives we have. And the
AmeriCorps program has given young people
a chance to serve in their community and
earn money for college. Those are things we
did, and we’re proud of it. We’re proud of
it.

But my friends, we must do more. We
ought to put a million children in Head Start.
We ought to hook up every classroom in
America not only with computers and quali-
fied teachers but hook them all up to the
information superhighway so every child has
access to the best education. And we need
to make the first 2 years of education after
high school as universal in the next 4 years
as a high school education is today. If you
vote for me, that’s just what we’re going to
do.

I want to give a tax credit worth $1,500
to every family so you can go to a community
college. And every single American will
know, at the very least, we can all get a com-
munity college education, whatever our age,
whatever our station in life. We can all get
it. I want to give every working family in this
country a tax deduction worth $10,000 a year
for the cost of college tuition for the kids
or the parents to educate our people. That’s
what we still have to do.

Look where we are with health care.
We’ve worked hard to get the inflation rate
down in health care. For the first time in
30 years this year, it’s running below the
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overall inflation rate in the economy. And
right before I left to come on this trip, I
signed the Kennedy-Kassebaum health care
bill which says that 25 million Americans—
25 million Americans—no longer can you
lose your health insurance because you
changed jobs, and you can’t be denied be-
cause somebody in your family got sick. It
is a good bill. It is a good bill.

But we need to do more. In our budget
we also say, and you know here in Toledo
from your lean years, there are a lot of good
people who sometimes have to be unem-
ployed for longer than they’d like until they
get another job. We think we ought to help
the unemployed to keep their health insur-
ance for at least 6 months, and their—[ap-
plause].

We believe older women ought to be able
to get mammographies. We believe people
who are caring for their parents because
they’ve got Alzheimer’s disease ought to be
able to get a little help with respite care to
keep the families together and keep going.
We like that. We believe in that. And we
can afford that.

If you look at where we’ve come in crime,
for 4 years in a row now in the United States,
the crime rate, including the violent crime
rate, has dropped. I am very, very proud of
that and I know you are, too.

But you also know that the crime rate is
still too high, and we have to do more. We’re
about halfway home in putting those 100,000
police on the street. We have to finish the
job. That’s a big difference between the two
parties, I guess, philosophical difference.
They voted against the 100,000 police, and
they’ve tried to do away with it a couple of
times. And I’ve said no every time because
I know that if you’ve got those police on the
street they’re not only going to catch crimi-
nals, they’re going to prevent crime, they’re
going to get to know the kids, they’re going
to get to know people that can help to work
with the children and say, ‘‘Don’t commit
that crime in the first place.’’ Let’s finish the
job with 100,000 police in the next 4 years.

Let’s finish the job with the Brady bill. It’s
kept 60,000 felons and fugitives from getting
handguns. And not a single Ohio hunter has
lost their weapon. But you know what? We
ought to finish the job of protecting our po-

lice officers and people at home. I believe
that if someone has committed a crime of
domestic violence against a member of his
or her family, they ought to be covered by
the Brady bill, too. They shouldn’t have a
weapon they can kill somebody with. And I
think we ought to ban those cop-killer bul-
lets. They don’t do any good on the hunting
trail, but they do a lot of harm in America.

If you look at where we are on welfare
reform, I’ve worked hard for 4 years to move
people from welfare to work; 75 percent of
the people in this country were under wel-
fare-to-work experiments before Congress
passed the welfare bill I signed, and we re-
duced the welfare rolls by 1.5 million people.
We can be proud of that. But now—now that
we have a new law that says that you’re on
welfare and you’re able-bodied, we’ll give
your children health care, we’ll give you child
care, we’ll protect your food stamps, but
you’ve got to go to work if you can—we’ve
got to create work so people have the jobs
they need.

We’ve worked hard to protect the environ-
ment. We’ve cleaned up more toxic waste
dumps in 3 years than they did in 12, and
I’m proud of that. Fifty million Americans
are breathing cleaner air, and I’m proud of
that. The meat standards are higher, the pro-
tection against pesticide poisoning is better,
and I’m proud of that. But we have to do
more. We ought to clean up two-thirds of
the waste dumps in this country and keep
on proving you can grow the American econ-
omy and protect the environment for our
children. We know we can do that.

Most important of all, my fellow Ameri-
cans, I have tried as hard as I know how to
say that we’re going to get into the 21st cen-
tury with the American dream alive for every-
body who’s responsible enough to work for
it. We’re going to get into the 21st century
with America leading the world for peace and
freedom and prosperity if—but only if—we
make up our mind we have to go into that
future together, as one community. I don’t
like the fact that people are too often divided
here by race, by religion, and by all kinds
of other categories just to try to put some-
body down so somebody else can be lifted
up. That’s not the America I want to live in.
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You look, look at what I dealt with as your
President trying to make peace in the rest
of the world. Look at the Middle East. Look
at Bosnia. Look at Northern Ireland. Look
at the problems in Rwanda and Burundi in
Africa; you’d think in those poor countries
where people don’t have enough to get along
they’d want to roll up their sleeves, work to-
gether and try to help lift each other up. But
place after place after place, people define
themselves by being able to look down on
their neighbors, and it’s wrong. But we’ve got
to fight it in America. That’s why we’ve got
to stand against those church burnings in the
South. That’s why if a synagogue is marked
up or an Islamic center is defaced, we’ve got
to stand against that, too.

In my America, you can be whatever you
want to be. As long as you believe in the
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, the Declara-
tion of Independence and you’re willing to
show up, pay your taxes, work hard, and obey
the law, you’re a part of my America and
we’re going into the future together. That’s
what I believe.

And so we’re on the right track to Chicago
and to the 21st century. The best days of
this country are still before us. Our children
will do things we haven’t even imagined yet.
These children in this crowd tonight will have
lots of jobs that haven’t been invented yet
if we do what we know is right—to create
more opportunity for all Americans, to get
more responsibility from all Americans, and
to go forward and grow forward as one Amer-
ican community. That will take America into
the 21st century; that will keep Toledo grow-
ing and going; that will make us very, very
strong and keep us the hope of the world.
That is the commitment I want from you.
Will you help me for the next 70 days?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you be there on elec-

tion day?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. We passed the Family and

Medical Leave Act—I love all these signs—
we passed the Family and Medical Leave Act
to help our families. Twelve million Amer-
ican families got to take some time off with-
out losing their job when a baby was born.
Will you help us keep it and expand it? Will
you stand for things like that?

And in the next 4 years, are you willing
to stand up and keep helping us try to move
this country forward, not only by passing laws
in Washington, but by lifting people up in
Toledo? Do you believe that we have to take
responsibility for our children, and do you
believe that if you’re a parent you need to
raise your kids and take responsibility? But
you need help from the local teachers, from
the local churches and synagogues, from the
people who run the police departments and
the people who look after the hospitals and
the people who look after the health of your
food.

I guess what I’m trying to tell you folks
is, I think my wife was right, not them: It
does take a village to raise a child.

If you believe all that—if you believe all
that, you’re part of the new Democratic
Party. And we’re going together into the 21st
century because we’re on the right track, the
country is on the right track, and we’re going
to take the right track all the way into the
best days America has ever, ever, ever
known.

Thank you, and God bless you. Thank you.
Thank you.

[After a pause, the President spoke by sat-
ellite to the Democratic National Convention
in Chicago, IL.]

The President. Folks—hello, Chicago!
Can you hear us? This is Toledo, and we say
hello and thank you. Thank you. Thank you
all. Thank you.

Well, folks, I just want to say to our dele-
gates in Chicago, if they can hear me—Josh,
can they hear me in Chicago? I want to say
to the folks in Chicago, Chelsea and I are
proud to be here with Senator Glenn and
Congresswoman Kaptur and Mayor
Finkbeiner in Toledo.

We’re proud we’re bringing the 21st Cen-
tury Express to Chicago because America’s
back on track, and we’re on the right track
for the 21st century. We’re coming right at
you. And we want you to know that those
of us who are here in Toledo tonight are
proud of you in Chicago.

Thank you, Christopher Reeve. Thank
you, Sarah and Jim Brady. Thank you, all who
spoke. Thank you for loving America. Stay
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with us, and we’ll be there. Thank you and
God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:46 p.m. at Prom-
enade Park. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Carty Finkbeiner of Toledo, and Joshua A. King,
Director of Production, Office of the Press Sec-
retary, the White House. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Proclamation 6914—To Modify the
Allocation of Tariff-Rate Quotas for
Certain Cheeses
August 26, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. On January 1, 1995, Austria, Finland,

and Sweden acceded to the European Com-
munities (EC), and the EC customs union
of 12 member countries (‘‘EC–12’’) was en-
larged to a customs union of 15 member
countries (‘‘EC–15’’). At that time, the EC–
12, Austria, Finland, and Sweden withdrew
their tariff schedules under the World Trade
Organization and applied the common exter-
nal tariff of the EC–12 to imports into the
EC–15. The United States and the EC then
entered into negotiations under Article
XXIV:6 and Article XXVIII of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 to
compensate the United States for the result-
ing increase in some tariffs on U.S. exports
to Austria, Finland, and Sweden.

2. On July 22, 1996, the United States and
the EC signed an agreement concluding the
negotiations on compensation. To recognize
the membership of Austria, Finland, and
Sweden in the EC–15, the tariff-rate quota
(TRQ) allocations for cheeses from these
countries will become part of the total TRQ
allocations for cheeses from the EC–15, but
will be reserved for use by these countries
through 1997.

3. Section 404(d)(3) of the Uruguay Round
Agreements Act (URAA) (19 U.S.C.
3601(d)(3)) authorizes the President to allo-
cate the in-quota quantity of a tariff-rate
quota for any agricultural product among
supplying countries or customs areas and to
modify any allocation as the President deter-

mines appropriate. Pursuant to section
404(d)(3) of the URAA, I have determined
that it is appropriate to modify the TRQ allo-
cations for cheeses by providing that the
TRQ allocations for cheeses from Austria,
Finland, and Sweden will become part of the
total TRQ allocations for cheeses from the
EC–15, but will be reserved for use by these
countries through 1997.

4. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended (‘‘Trade Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2483),
authorizes the President to embody in the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United
States (HTS) the substance of the relevant
provisions of that Act, and of other Acts af-
fecting import treatment, and actions there-
under, including the removal, modification,
continuance, or imposition of any rate of duty
or other import restriction. The modification
of the TRQ allocations for cheeses is such
an action.

5. In paragraph (3) of Proclamation 6763
of December 23, 1994, I delegated my au-
thority under section 404(d)(3) of the Trade
Act to the United States Trade Representa-
tive (USTR). I have determined that it is ap-
propriate to authorize the USTR to exercise
my authority under section 604 of the Trade
Act to embody in the HTS the substance of
any action taken by the USTR under section
404(d)(3) of the URAA.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to section
301 of title 3, United States Code, section
404(d)(3) of the URAA, and section 604 of
the Trade Act do proclaim that:

(1) Additional U.S. notes to chapter 4 of
the HTS are modified as specified in the
Annex to this proclamation.

(2) The USTR is authorized to exercise my
authority under section 604 of the Trade Act
to embody in the HTS the substance of any
actions taken by USTR under section
404(d)(3) of the URAA.

(3) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders that are inconsist-
ent with the actions taken in this proclama-
tion are superseded to the extent of such in-
consistency.
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(4) This proclamation is effective on the
date of signature of this proclamation, and
the modifications to the HTS made by the
Annex to this proclamation shall be effective
on the dates that are specified in that Annex.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of August, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 28, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 27, and was
published with the attached annexes in the Fed-
eral Register on August 29.

Remarks to Employees at the
Chrysler Jeep Plant in Toledo
August 27, 1996

The President. Thank you. I’m glad to see
you, and I’m glad to be here.

Audience member. Put the hat back on!
The President. I can’t talk with a hat on.

[Laughter] My brain’s not working. It’s
only—it’s early, you know. [Laughter] But
you’ll see me with this on again. I’ll run in
it, play golf in it.

I want to thank Dennis Pawley for what
he said out here a few minutes ago and for
the leadership that he’s given to Chrysler and
our partnership. I want to thank your plant
manager for showing me around and brag-
ging on you. I thank my old friend, Rob
Liberatore for coming from Washington for
Chrysler; and Lloyd Mahaffey and Bruce
Baumhower, and Ron Conrad and all the
people from the UAW.

And one of your members behind me gave
me this very old UAW pin, and I’ll collect
it, and it will have a prominent place in the
White House in my collection. So I’m glad
to have that.

I’ll tell you, I was listening to the Mayor
talk, listening to Marcy talk, and I thought
there’s more energy in Toledo than any other
place in America. I never heard such—[ap-
plause]. Thank you, Mr. Mayor, for what you

said and for the partnerships we’ve had both
in building up the economy and trying to tear
down crime. And in both places you’ve
worked hard when we’ve worked together,
and I thank you for that. Thank you, Marcy
Kaptur, for being perhaps the most ferocious
defender of middle class economics and mid-
dle class values in the Congress of the United
States.

Thank you, John Glenn, for all you have
done for this State and this country, for your
partnership with me in helping to rebuild our
economy and helping to make this a safer
world.

You know, I’ve heard Senator Glenn intro-
duced a lot, and two things I rarely ever
hear—one I want to tell you is that he said
we have downsized the Government. We had
to. We wanted to put 100,000 more police
on your streets, and we had a big Govern-
ment, and we had a huge deficit, we had to
find some way to pay for it. We couldn’t just
pay for it with a tax increase, so we reduced
the size of Government. But you never hear
about it in America, and I’m proud of that
because we did it in a good way.

Of the 250,000 fewer people that are work-
ing for the Federal Government today, fewer
than 1,800 were involuntarily separated. We
gave those folks early retirement. We helped
them find other jobs. They went on to other
careers in dignity, so they could support their
families and go forward into the future. And
I’m proud of that. I’m proud of that.

And John Glenn was one of the people
who found ways for us to save money and
to do things so we could do that and treat
people humanely. He played a major role in
that, especially in the first 2 years of my ad-
ministration. And there are families out there
who can thank God that he found ways to
save money, for example, in the way the Pen-
tagon bought their purchases and deal with
the personnel systems. All that’s real people,
and it matters.

And speaking of real people, I hope you
were proud of Todd last night. He was great
at the Democratic Convention. I’ve been
asked several times by the press, why do we
have Todd Clancy, why do we have Mike
Robbins, the Chicago police officer who was
riddled with bullets in an assault weapons
hail on the street of Chicago after serving
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our country in Vietnam and Desert Storm
and never being wounded. Why did we have
that young Puerto Rican American woman
who was an AmeriCorps volunteer and is now
going to go on and be a doctor after being
a high school dropout? Why do we have these
people talk? Why do we have the super-
intendent of schools in Seattle, Washington,
who is an Army General?

[At this point, an audience member required
medical attention.]

The President. We need a doctor here.
My doctor is here—can we get somebody
over here?

And I want you to—we’re okay, we’ve got
somebody here now. I want you to know why
we asked citizens to go to a political conven-
tion and kick it off. Why do we have Jim
and Sarah Brady, lifelong Republicans, come
and talk? Why do we ask Christopher Reeve,
a man who’s not particularly political but is
a shining example of the kind of courage
never to give up, to talk about the importance
of Government research and the importance
of continuing the Medicaid program so we
don’t cut off middle class families who don’t
have a lot of money to deal with disabled
people in their family and keep guaranteeing
them their health care so they can keep their
good jobs?

Why did we do all that? Because people
lose the connection between what is done
in Government and what happens in your
daily lives. It’s easy to lose that connection.
It meant an awful lot to me when Dennis
Pawley talked about how I asked to meet
with the representatives of the auto industry
soon after my election as President, and I
said we’d put a premium on that. I knew
that America could not lose its auto industry.
I knew we could be number one again. And
I think the best way to say that and to show
the connection between what we do in Wash-
ington and what you do in Toledo is to have
a person like Todd Clancy tell a personal
story that shows how America’s life can be
changed if we work together and do the
rights things. And I know you are proud of
him, and so am I.

And I was proud to be here today to see
the 2 millionth Jeep roll off the assembly line.
I love that. You proved one more time that

whenever we’re given a chance to compete,
we can be the best in the world. We can
be the best in the world. And you have made
us proud. That was true in World War II
when that old Jeep was made.

And I want to just tell you, I’m getting
a little sensitive about my age. I just became
eligible for my AARP card. [Laughter] But
I am so old that when I was a little boy, 6
years old, the first time I ever crawled under
a car, my stepfather owned a little Buick
dealership in a little town in Arkansas where
he came from, but we also owned a Henry
J—an old Henry J Kaiser—and we owned
a late 1940’s model Jeep. And back then, the
civilian Jeeps looked just like the military
Jeeps. Just think how rich I’d be if I’d saved
that thing. I wish we had never gotten rid
of it.

But I feel real nostalgic here today, and
I thank you. But I also want to thank you
for what you’re doing because I had the privi-
lege to do something I wish everyone of you
could do. I went in to the showroom of an
auto dealership in Japan where they were
selling the Jeeps that you made here in To-
ledo. And I was swelling with pride.

And I spoke to a Japanese family who told
me how grateful they were that they had a
chance to look around for what they thought
was the very best vehicle for their family. And
believe me, these people had looked around,
they knew more about that Jeep than some
of us do. [Laughter] It was amazing. And
they said they were grateful to have a chance
to buy the product of your hard, productive
labor.

I wish everyone of you could have that ex-
perience. You would have been so proud.
And I was swelling with pride for you and
for our country because of what you did. And
I thank you for that as well.

But you know, Marcy had it right—the
purpose of politics and the purpose of work
is to enable people to live out their dreams,
to enable them to raise strong families and
build strong communities and advance the
cause of freedom. That’s the purpose of all
this. And that’s what we’re trying to do.
We’ve had a pretty good week and, as I’ve
been saying on this train, we’re not only on
the right track to Chicago, we’re on the right
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track to the 21st century. And we need to
stay right on it.

Before I got on this train, last week I
signed a bill that raised the minimum wage
for 10 million Americans, people that are
working hard and deserve it. And while I’m
at it, I’d like to pay another compliment to
the labor movement, not just to the UAW
but to the whole labor movement. Organized
labor worked as hard as any group in America
to raise the minimum wage. There are very
few labor union members in any union that
make the minimum wage or anything real
close to it. But the laboring people of this
country, through their organized leadership,
labored for the minimum wage because they
want all people who work for a living to have
the dignity and the reward of work. And I
think Americans should be grateful to the
labor movement for standing up for the mini-
mum wage.

That bill, by the way, also made it easier
for people who work in small businesses to
do something that you can do. We made it
a lot easier for small businesses to take out
a retirement plan and for people who work
for small businesses to keep that retirement
when they move from job to job. We made
it easier for families to adopt children, offer-
ing a $5,000 tax credit to anybody who would
adopt a child, an even bigger one if the child
has a disability. We removed the barriers to
cross-racial adoption. That bill was pro-busi-
ness, pro-labor, and pro-family. It was a good
day for America when it became the law of
the land. And I thank Congresswoman Kap-
tur and Senator Glenn for their strong sup-
port of it.

I signed the Kennedy-Kassebaum health
care bill, a bill that we’ve needed a long time;
a bill that says to 25 million Americans who’ll
be affected by it, ‘‘Nobody can deny you in-
surance anymore if somebody in your fami-
ly’s been sick, and it can’t be taken away from
you if you have to change jobs.’’ That is a
very, very important advance for America.

So I feel good about what’s been happen-
ing.

Audience member. We feel good, too!
The President. And I thank you.
This global market is a tough thing to oper-

ate in. When I became President, I decided
that we didn’t have an option to walk away

from the trading world, and we got some
benefits from it. But if we were going to have
free trade, it had to be fair. It had to be fair
to our workers, fair to our environment, fair
to our children, fair to our future. I was pre-
pared to have us compete on a fair and equal
footing with anybody, anywhere. But it had
to be that way. And we worked very, very
hard to enable you to reap the benefits of
becoming the most productive auto industry
in the world again.

You know, just 4 years ago, this plant ex-
ported 17,500 Cherokees, and this year
41,500. That’s what you did. That means 700
more good middle class jobs and strong fami-
lies; 700 more Americans with a success story
to tell. And that’s why Todd Clancy went to
Chicago to talk to America, to remind Amer-
ica that there is a connection between what
we do or fail to do in Washington and how
you live in Toledo and all across the United
States.

Now, let me say just one or two other
things. John Glenn talked about what was
said or not said by our friends in San Diego.
Well, that’s politics; you can’t expect them
to be out there promoting us. [Laughter] I
mean, I didn’t hold it against them. But on
the other hand, it is a fact that today the
unemployment rate in Ohio is under 5 per-
cent. It is a fact that America has more than
10 million more jobs. It is a fact that we’ve
got 900,000 new construction jobs. It’s a fact
that 4.4 million Americans have become
homeowners for the first time, and 10 million
more have refinanced their mortgages at
lower interest rates because of what has been
done.

It is a fact that we have negotiated 200
new trade agreements to open new markets
and give American workers a fair break. It
is a fact that for the first time in history we’re
also exporting, in addition to autos and auto
parts to Japan, things like rice, which I never
thought I’d live to see, coming from the larg-
est rice-producing State in the world, and
cellular telephones, and all manner of other
things. And in the 21 areas covered by our
Japanese trade agreements exports are up a
total of 85 percent in just 4 years. America
can compete.

And what has happened is that, thanks to
you and people like you all over this country,
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and especially—it’s already been noted we
have Senator Riegle, Governor Blanchard, a
lot of very distinguished citizens from Michi-
gan here. They know a little something about
cars, too. [Laughter] And thanks to the peo-
ple of Ohio and Michigan and the other
places where automobiles are produced, for
the first time since the 1970’s, America—
America—is the number one producer and
seller of automobiles again in the entire
world.

Now, I want to say to you, we need to
focus on what we’re going to do to keep this
going. We can’t backslide; we have to go for-
ward. It means that this trade work has got
to continue. We have got—we have got—
to do what brought you to this point. We
have to keep opening more markets. We have
to watch it that markets don’t get closed. We
do have to be prepared to impose sanctions
if people don’t treat our workers and their
families fairly. We have to be prepared to
be firm in this, to keep trying to build an
open trading system that is both open and
fair, not only to us but to other wealthier
countries, as well.

We want to lift countries up to our level.
We don’t want to see people dragged down
to the lowest level in the global economy.
We want it to lead to growth everywhere.
The more other people do well, the more
they will be able to buy our products. And
other countries and their leaders need to
know that. There is nothing in it for them
to try to force down the American standard
of living. They should be trying to lift the
standard of living of the people in their own
countries. And we will help if they will do
that.

Let me say this is not a particularly stimu-
lating issue, I know, but that’s why it’s so
important that we keep bringing this deficit
down to balance the budget. You need to
know that its not just a question of the debt
we would leave to your children; it’s a ques-
tion of how you live right now.

Why? Because from the moment I an-
nounced after I was elected President that
we were going to have a serious attempt to
get rid of this deficit after our national debt
had gone up by 4 times in only 12 years,
interest rates started to fall. In addition to
the trade agreements and your efforts, it was

those falling interest rates that have helped
the American economy come back. When the
interest rates go down, what does that mean?
That means your home mortgage payment
goes down. That means your credit card pay-
ment goes down. That means people’s
monthly car payment goes down. That means
more people buy cars, more people buy
homes, more people buy other things. And
they are more stable. Their income goes fur-
ther.

Most important, it means that interest
rates for companies like Chrysler go down,
and companies big and small can borrow
money, invest it, build new businesses, hire
new people, and keep this economy going.
We’re got average wages finally going up in
this country for the first time in a decade
in the last year or so. We’ve got to keep it
going. We can’t turn that around. We can’t
turn that around.

Now, that’s why every middle class Amer-
ican working family should care about finan-
cial responsibility. And that’s why if we stay
on a path and we balance this budget in the
right way—I say the right way—we can have
a growing economy. The right way is to do
it without having crippling cuts in the things
that are important to our future and impor-
tant to our obligations. That means we have
to balance the budget without cutting back
on education, from college loans to Head
Start, without eroding our protection for the
environment, without eroding our obligations
to people who need help, families with dis-
abilities, poor children, the elderly in nursing
homes through the Medicaid program, and
without doing more to Medicare than is nec-
essary to balance the budget and stabilize the
Medicare program. I don’t support those ex-
cessive cuts, and we don’t have to have them.

It also means that we can have tax cuts
for working families, but they need to be tax
cuts we can afford. Because if you have one
that’s more than you can afford, your interest
rates will go up and it will turn right back
around and take away from you what you
were going to get in a tax cut.

So, yes, we should give people tax relief,
for children under 13 a tax credit. We should
give people like you greater access to an IRA
and let you withdraw from it with no penalty
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to buy that first home or educate your kids
or deal with a medical emergency.

We should allow you—I have proposed a
tax credit that will make community college
as universal as a high school education is
today—a $1,500 tax credit a family for the
first two years of education after high school,
a $10,000 deduction for the cost of all college
tuition—$10,000 a year. That will help a lot
of you send your kids to college. Now, we
can afford that. We can afford that.

But even though it’s election year, I’m not
going to stand up and tell you that you can
have something that I don’t think we can af-
ford. You wouldn’t go to the bank and borrow
money to give yourself a tax cut, and you
shouldn’t ask me to do the same thing.
[Laughter] I am going to do what I think
is right to keep this economy going.

I want more stories like Toledo. I want
more stories like Toledo.

And let me say that for all of our talk about
the role of Government and my administra-
tion and my personal commitment, the real
credit for this today goes to you—to you and
the American people who are supporting
you. But you can have the best government
policies in the world, but if the workers aren’t
productive it doesn’t work. You can have the
best policies in the world, but if labor and
management fight all the time instead of
working together, it doesn’t work.

You’re sitting here in the oldest auto-
mobile plant in the world. I mean in this
country. More than one story, I noted.
[Laughter] And the first question I asked
your folks here in management, I said, ‘‘How
in the wide world can you make this plant
with’’—what do you have, 41⁄2 million square
feet in more than one floor. I said, ‘‘How
can these people do this?’’ How can you sell
these Jeeps all over the world?’’ And they
said, ‘‘The workers did it. They did it. They
overcame the adversity. They did the produc-
tion.’’

That’s another thing. All that Government
can do—and this is the role of the Govern-
ment—the role of the Government is to cre-
ate the conditions and give you the tools to
make the most of your own life. Not a guar-
antee, but a chance. There are no guarantees.
That’s what the communist system found out.
That’s why it collapsed. Not a guarantee, but

a chance. You seized the chance. And the
company deserves a lot of credit.

I have challenged other companies to fol-
low this lead—70 percent of you in continu-
ing education courses, a generous bonus pro-
gram, sharing the profits. Every company
ought to share the fruits of its progress with
the workers who make that progress possible.

And I honor that. I honor that. I want ev-
eryone in America today who works hard for
a living to see the example of what happened
in Toledo. Because if every company worked
in partnership with its workers, if every com-
pany made it possible for its workers to con-
tinue their education and become more pro-
ductive, if every company were committed
to sharing a fair share of the profits with labor
as well as management and shareholders—
this country would be even stronger, we
would be growing even faster, we would be
going into the future in even better shape.
I think that’s what we have to do.

The last thing I want to say is, we have
to face our common challenges together.
Government can’t solve a lot of these prob-
lems alone. We have had a remarkable part-
nership on the environment. I believe we can
grow the economy and protect the environ-
ment. I think we’ve proved that. We’ve im-
proved the quality of our drinking water, 50
million people are breathing cleaner air. We
have cleaned up more toxic waste dumps in
3 years than were cleaned up in the previous
12. We’ve revolutionized the meat standards
so you can have safer meat. We just de-
cided—we just overhauled the standards for
pesticides going into your food so your chil-
dren will have safer food.

We can do things to grow the economy
and protect the environment, and we have
to work together. And we can find ways, actu-
ally, to create jobs. One of the things that
Marcy Kaptur said today that struck home
with me the most was that we deserve, our
people deserve in these city areas, with their
ethnic diversity, their religious diversity, all
their diversity, where so much industry has
moved out, they deserve the chance to make
a living. And we have got to find ways to
give them that chance.

As hard-working Americans, I want to
leave you with two thoughts about that.
Number one, if we do it right, the environ-
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ment gives us a chance to do that. The big-
gest new investment in manufacturing in
New York City in the last several years is
a company making recycled paper products
in the Bronx. What did we do for that com-
pany? The main thing we did was just—I
signed an Executive order directing the Fed-
eral Government to buy a certain percentage
of its products in recycled paper. Now a lot
of those urban folks are working on a way
to help the environment, and they’ve got
manufacturing jobs. That’s an important
thing.

The second thing I want to tell you is this:
As hard-working people, I know that all of
you support the idea that we ought to reform
welfare in a way that enables poor folks to
go to work and raise their kids just like you’re
trying to do. Now, we have reduced the wel-
fare rolls by a million and a half in 4 years—
and I’m proud of that—by moving people
from welfare to work and requiring people
who can work to go to work.

Now, I just signed a bill that changes struc-
turally the way welfare works. It says at the
national level we’re going to guarantee poor
families the health care that they need. We’re
going to guarantee poor children the nutri-
tion they need. We’re going to guarantee that
there will be more money put into child care
for working poor people, because they can’t
afford to pay it. But we’re going to take what
used to be the welfare check itself, the Fed-
eral portion and the State portion, we’re
going to let the State decide how to spend
that money to try to spend it in a way that
will move more people from welfare to work
and put strict time limits on the limit of time
that able-bodied people can stay on welfare.

Now, that’s good, but if they’re going to
do that, if you’re going to require people to
go to work, they have to have work. They
have to have a job to go to. So I want you,
just the way you fought for the minimum
wage, to say what we want for poor families
in this country is what we want for ourselves.
We want people to have the dignity of work
and the success of raising their kids, and we
are committed to real welfare reform. Yes,
require people to work, but make sure you
require them to do work because the work
is there.

If we will continue to work together to cre-
ate an America where everybody has a
chance to live up to their God-given capac-
ities and live out their dreams, this country’s
best days are still ahead. If you ever doubt
that this country’s days are still ahead, think
about your story. Think about your two-mil-
lionth Jeep. Think about all the right-hand
drive vehicles you’re selling all over the
world. Think about how far you’ve come.
Think about the success stories that you rep-
resent. Any one of you could have done what
Todd did last night, and we want every Amer-
ican to be able to tell that same story.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. in the
courtyard. In his remarks, he referred to Dennis
Pawley, executive vice president, manufacturing,
and Rob Liberatore, vice president, Washington
affairs, Chrysler Corp.; Lloyd Mahaffey, region 2B
assistant director, United Auto Workers; Bruce
Baumhower, president, and Ron Conrad, chair-
man, Jeep unit, UAW Local 12; and James J. Blan-
chard, former Governor of Michigan.

Remarks in Wyandotte, Michigan
August 27, 1996

Thank you. Let’s give them another hand.
They were terrific, weren’t they? [Applause]
Wow. First, I think we ought to say to Justin
and Elizabeth, there are a lot of people 3
or 4 or 5 times their age that couldn’t get
up in front of a crowd like this and do what
they did. Let’s give them another hand. [Ap-
plause]

That book, of all the hundreds and hun-
dreds of books that Hillary and I read to
Chelsea when she was a little girl, is probably
one of our favorites. And you see it today.
This was a mountain that Justin and Eliza-
beth had never been on, but they thought
they could. And sure enough, they did. And
I’m proud of them.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am very glad to
be in Wyandotte today. And I didn’t know
I was the only President who had ever been
here as President. I like Teddy Roosevelt;
he’s one of my favorite Republican Presi-
dents, one of my favorite Presidents ever.
But he didn’t know what he missed when
he didn’t stop when he went through here
on the train.
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I’ve got a lot of folks I’d like to thank. I’d
like to thank the VFW Post 1136. Their color
guard met me when I got off the train. It
was a wonderful thing. Thank you. I want
to thank the people here at the Bacon Me-
morial Library. It is a beautiful, beautiful
building, and they gave me a few moments
there to collect my thoughts. And I thank
them for the work they do in this community.

I want to thank Joey Palamara, who was
the program emcee before I came out. Thank
you, Mayor DeSana, for making me feel wel-
come in your home town. Thank you to the
Wyandotte City Council. I want to thank Dee
Okray, principal of the McKinley Elementary
School who met me when I came in. I thank
the public school band, the high school band.
And I want to thank all the teachers, the prin-
cipals, the people who work in our school
buildings and help to maintain them and feed
our school children—all the people who are
here today. I thank you for helping to edu-
cate our children.

I want to thank State Senator Chris Din-
gell for being here. Thank you, Dr. Patricia
Cole, for the fine work that you do in this
school system. I want to thank all the folks
that made signs. I’ve loved reading the signs.
And one lady brought my mother’s book.
Thank you for doing that. Hers is better than
the one I just wrote. It’s a wonderful book.
Thank you for all these signs.

Let me say that Hillary and Chelsea would
love to be here today, but they have already
gone on to Chicago because Hillary has to
speak there tonight. And Chelsea spent yes-
terday on the train with me, but she wants
to be there with her mom when she speaks.
So they’re not here, but I know they would
love seeing this.

Let me also thank all the people in the
community. That beautiful old house across
the street with the bunting. I don’t know who
put the bunting up, but all the things that
anyone in this community did to make us
feel so welcome, we thank you very, very
much.

Ladies and gentlemen, I’d like to say a
very, very special word of thanks to two of
the best friends I have in the United States
Congress, Senator Carl Levin and Congress-
man John Dingell. You should know that
there are no people in Congress who work

harder, who are more scrupulously honest,
and who labor more diligently for the eco-
nomic interests of the people of this district
and this State and for the values that have
made America strong.

I don’t know how many times one or the
other of them has come to see me in the
last 4 years to try to get me to do something
to create jobs in Michigan, to advance the
economy of Michigan, to make sure that our
workers are being treated fairly in global
trade. Day-in and day-out, month-in, month-
out, they are up there working hard. And it
made a profound impression on me because
you don’t see what I see, and I’m there, and
I see it. Every day, in every way, it’s not just
speeches for them; it’s hard work. They’re
there for you, and I appreciate them, and
I know you do, too.

Folks, I have loved taking this train trip
through America. We have been in West Vir-
ginia and Kentucky and Ohio. This morning
I was in Toledo, where I watched an Amer-
ican automobile plant where they make Jeeps
roll off their 2-millionth Jeep in the oldest
operating auto plant in America. It goes back
to 1910.

Last year, because of the partnership we
have established when I was in Japan, I went
into a dealership, and I sat in a Jeep in a
Japanese dealership made in Toledo, Ohio,
by American workers. That’s the kind of
thing I want to see more of.

On this train trip we’re saying to the Amer-
ican people, number one, I wanted to go on
a train trip to Chicago so I could stop in
towns like Wyandotte and look into the faces
of the people I’ve been trying to work for
for the last 4 years. But I also wanted to say
that this train is on the right track to Chicago
and also on the right track to the 21st century
for America.

The people of Michigan, with all their di-
versity in the economy and the diversity of
our citizens, coming from all walks of life,
all faiths, all races, doing all different kinds
of things for a living, know as well as anyone
that we are going through a period of pro-
found change in how we work, how we live,
how we relate to each other, how we relate
to the rest of the world.

I sought the Presidency because I wanted
to make sure we were prepared for the 21st
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century, because I wanted us to go roaring
and united into the next century with the
American dream alive for everyone, with
every person in this country who’s willing to
work hard having the chance to live out their
dreams and live up to their God-given poten-
tial. And we are moving in the right direction
to meet that goal.

I have followed a very simple strategy, I
think it’s the basic American bargain: oppor-
tunity for all, responsibility from all, and then
telling every single person if you will be re-
sponsible, if you will seize your opportunity,
if you believe in the Constitution, the Dec-
laration of Independence, and the Bill of
Rights, you don’t have to tell us anything else.
We don’t care what your race is. We don’t
care what your religion is. We don’t care
where you started out in life. If you’re willing
to work hard and share our values, we’ll join
arm in arm with you and walk together into
the future. You’re a part of our America.

Yesterday in Ohio I talked mostly about
responsibility and especially about our re-
sponsibility to make our streets, our schools,
our neighborhoods safe for our children to
bring down the crime rate. Today I’ve been
talking about opportunity. In Toledo we
talked about how we work together and how
management and labor work together to cre-
ate hundreds of new jobs, and how America,
after 20 years, is now number one again in
the production and sales of automobiles be-
cause of what we have done.

Here I come to this library with all these
school children because their future is our
future and because we need to talk about
another kind of opportunity, educational op-
portunity, without which America cannot tri-
umph in the global economy, in the informa-
tion age of the 21st century.

We’ve been making some progress on op-
portunity in Washington. Just last week, as
Mr. Dingell said, I signed a bill to raise the
minimum wage for 10 million Americans, in-
cluding 325,000 here in Michigan. But you
know, even in Michigan, the manufacturing
capital of the world, there are most people
working for small businesses. So that mini-
mum wage bill also contained a tax cut for
small businesses that invest more in their
business to create more jobs and income, and
it contained provisions making it easier for

small business people and their employees
to take out pensions and to keep those pen-
sions when they change jobs, and that’s very
important.

And there’s a third thing that that bill con-
tained that I believe every single American,
without regard to party or conviction, can
agree on; that bill did some dramatic things
to encourage the adoption of children who
do not have permanent homes. It gave a
$5,000 tax credit to families who adopt a
child, a bigger one if the child has a disability.
And it removed the historic barriers to cross-
racial adoption. There are hundreds of thou-
sands of kids out there who need loving,
strong parents in good homes. This bill did
it. This bill was good for workers, good for
business, good for families. It was a great
American bill, and I’m proud of it.

I also signed the Kassebaum-Kennedy
health care bill to make 25 million Americans
more eligible for health insurance by simply
saying you can’t be denied health insurance
anymore if somebody in your family gets sick,
and you can’t lose it if you move from job
to job. That is a dramatic step for guarantee-
ing health access to all. And I thank you, John
Dingell, for your lifelong commitment to
health care for all Americans. And I thank
you, Senator Levin, for your support of that
bill.

Now let’s talk about education a minute.
I have worked hard to increase the quality
and the availability of education, to expand
Head Start, to expand the Chapter One pro-
gram so that it helps more poor children
reach their full potential, to help school dis-
tricts and local schools set high standards
with grassroots reforms, to give more author-
ity to principals and teachers and parents to
basically chart their own course. I will say
again, I am grateful for the people who give
their lives to education, and I don’t think it
serves the cause of education to attack the
people who are educating our children and
carrying our future.

We have increased college scholarships for
deserving students. We have made dramatic
strides in making the college student loan
program more affordable and giving better
repayment options so that young people can
now choose to pay those loans back as a per-
centage of their future income, and they
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need never drop out of school or refuse to
go just because they’re worried about the
burden of repaying the loans. That’s a terribly
important thing that has been done.

Let me say that even though we know we
have got a good ways to go, there is a lot
to be encouraged about in our country. Na-
tional math and science scores are up. SAT
scores are up. The SAT scores in math are
now at a 24-year high. ACT scores have gone
up 3 out of the last 4 years. And as Dr. Cole
said, that’s an America that is more diverse,
culturally, racially, religiously, and economi-
cally, than ever before, and we’re still moving
forward into a bright new future with im-
proving education.

But we have to do more. Not every child
has access to the same information and learn-
ing every other child does. By the year 2000,
I want to see every classroom in this country
not simply have computers and teachers
well-trained to teach them how to use them
but connected to the information super-
highway so that every child in the poorest
inner city school, the most remote rural dis-
trict, the standard middle class community,
and the wealthiest school districts—they all
have access to the same unlimited store of
information that is the key to our future.

I want to see our Nation become involved
for the very first time in helping our schools
rebuild their dilapidated facilities and build
new ones, because we will have the largest
number of young people starting school this
fall of any class in the history of the United
States of America, and they need to have
good schools to attend.

We want to help States work to set high
standards and systems of accountability, so
that when people get a diploma it will mean
something. We want to open the doors of
college even wider. Perhaps this is the most
critical thing for those of you who are already
out of school or about to be out. We need
in the next 4 years to make at least 2 years
of college as universal as a high school edu-
cation is today. And that’s exactly what I pro-
pose to do.

I want a $1,500 tax credit refundable to
every family who needs it to go to a commu-
nity college, to pay for 2 years of education
after high school. I want every college stu-
dent, including the parents as well as the kids

that are going back to college, to be able to
deduct the cost of college tuition up to
$10,000 a year. That will revolutionize the
cause of education in America.

But before that, we must make sure that
basic learning is taking place. I told you the
good news. Now let me tell you some of the
challenging news. Over the last decade, our
country has worked hard to raise math and
science scores, but reading scores have
stayed flat. And it may be because a higher
and higher percentage of our young people
come from countries and families where
English is not their first language. It may be
because a lot of our young people live in
homes where the parents are having to work
two jobs, sometimes three jobs, and don’t
have enough time to spend with them read-
ing. But for whatever reason we know that
our reading scores have not increased as
much as our math and science scores, and
we know that unless we can read we will not
be able to take advantage of the future or
understand the past.

That’s why Justin and Elizabeth were up
here. ‘‘The Little Engine That Could’’ point-
ing us the way to the future. That is what
we have to have: a Justin and an Elizabeth
in every single home in the United States
of America.

I have come here to this wonderful com-
munity to ask all of you to join me, without
regard to your political party or your views
on other issues, in a simple, straightforward,
critical national goal: All America’s children
should be able to read on their own by the
third grade, every single one of them.

We know—look at what we know—we
know that students who can’t read as well
as they should by the third grade are much
less likely even to graduate from high school.
We know that without reading, the history
books are closed, the Internet is turned off,
the promise of America is much harder to
reach. We know the children who can read
can learn from our Founding Fathers, ex-
plore the limits of the universe, and build
the future of their dreams. If we’re going to
ensure that those are the children of Ameri-
ca’s future, they need not only the best pos-
sible teaching in school, they need individual-
ized tutoring, help with their homework be-
fore school, after school and over the sum-
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mer, and they need more parents involved
in helping them to learn to read and to keep
reading.

To meet this challenge we need one mil-
lion tutors ready and able to give our children
the personal attention they need to catch up
and get ahead. Today I propose a national
literacy campaign to help our children learn
to read by the third grade, a plan that offers
30,000 reading specialists and volunteer co-
ordinators to communities that are willing to
do their part. People who will mobilize the
citizen army of volunteer tutors we need,
America’s reading corps.

We will only succeed, however, if the
30,000 are joined by legions of volunteers,
seniors and teenagers, business and civic
groups, libraries and religious institutions
and, above all, parents. We have to build on
the groundwork we have been laying by
AmeriCorps, our nation’s national service
program. Today I am giving AmeriCorps a
new charge: Make reading central to your
mission.

Let me tell you what they have done al-
ready. Let’s just take one place—in Simpson
County, Kentucky, a county in rural Ken-
tucky, 25 of our young AmeriCorps volun-
teers helped 128 second-grade students
make up almost 3 years of reading progress
in just 1 school year. We can do that. We
can do that.

All over America efforts like this are work-
ing. And in several places in America orga-
nized attempts to train, galvanize, and ener-
gize parents are making a difference. We
worked hard on that when I was the Gov-
ernor of Arkansas, I’ve seen the program
work in Missouri. Parents should be their
children’s first teachers, and we should give
them the support they need to be those first
teachers.

There are a lot of things you can do for
your children, but nothing will do them much
more good in the long run than reading to
them every night. I can still remember as
many of Chelsea’s books as she can. Some
of them I can almost remember by heart,
because kids want to hear the same ones over
and over and over again.

But when they grow and they learn to read
on their own, and you see their imaginations
fire, and you know their lives are going to

be richer because of it, then every single
tired night a parent spends reading a book
to a child is a night well worth it. Every dollar
we spend bringing in people to help these
kids after school with personal tutoring is a
dollar well worth it.

We know our children have to spend more
time reading and less time in front of the
television set. We know—we know that if
every single parent would just spend a half
an hour a night reading to their children,
within a matter of years there would be no
issue about whether our third graders could
read as they should. We know that.

We know, too, that the private sector can
help. Let me say that one thing I’m really
proud of in America is the way the business
community is moving to change its standards
of what’s good for business. I was proud
when I visited that Chrysler plant in Toledo
that they gave their workers an average bonus
of $8,000 a year last year because they all
made money, and they thought the workers
were entitled to their fair share. I’m proud
of that.

But I want you to know something else;
when we passed the telecommunications bill
not very long ago to create hundreds of thou-
sands of new jobs in the telecommunications
industry, we also required new TV’s to give
you, the parents of this country, a V-chip so
that parents will be able to control what their
younger children see and not see inappropri-
ate material. But it wouldn’t work if the en-
tertainment industry hadn’t stepped up to
the plate and said, ‘‘We’re going to start rat-
ing television shows the way we rate movies,
and we’re going to give that information to
parents and let them make their own deci-
sions.’’ And now the entertainment industry
is working with us to create 3 hours more
of prime time educational television pro-
gramming a week in the next couple of years.
People are moving in the right direction. We
need more of that.

So let me leave you with this thought:
We’ve got 10 million more jobs, a million
and a half fewer people on welfare; the crime
rate is coming down; child support collec-
tions are going up; America is growing to-
gether and going forward; wages are rising
for the first time in a decade. But the most
important thing we have to do is to make
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sure our children are ready for the 21st cen-
tury. And I want you to join with me in saying
one way we’re going to do that is to make
sure every single boy and girl in America can
read on his or her own by the time they’re
in the third grade. Will you do it?

Thank you, and God bless you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. at the
Bacon Memorial Public Library. In his remarks,
he referred to students Justin Whitney and Eliza-
beth Schweye; Michigan State representative,
Joey Palamara; Mayor James DeSana of Wyan-
dotte; and Patricia Cole, superintendent, Wyan-
dotte Public Schools.

Remarks in Royal Oak, Michigan
August 27, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you so very, very much. You have
made me feel so welcome. I never dreamed
when we came to Royal Oak there would be
such a vast crowd. I thank you—all the way
down here, back here behind us. And when
Don Johnson was up here talking, and he
said, ‘‘Detroit,’’ which is near here, I thought,
I bet all the people in Royal Oak think of
that—Detroit’s a town that’s near Royal Oak.
[Laughter] I bet that’s what they think.

Let me begin by thanking my good friend
Bob Scully and Don Johnson and all the
other law enforcement officials who are here
and those throughout the Nation for their
support. I’m very grateful to them, and I’m
very grateful to them for joining me here
today.

I want to thank Congressman Sandy Levin,
your Congressman and a great Congressman.
I want you to know that he has worked for
you, for your jobs, for your welfare, for the
strength of your communities and your val-
ues relentlessly. He talks to me all the time,
and he wears me out until I finally do what
he thinks I should do for you. And I hope
you’ll keep him in the Congress.

I’d like to thank all the other law enforce-
ment officials who are here. I’d like to thank
those who performed here, the Kimbal High

School Madrigal Singers; the Stagecrafters;
David Sign; the Detroit Red Wings who are
here, Kris Draper and Stu Grimson; Jim
McClain, the emcee. Thank you all very
much. I’d like to thank some others who
came with me, Congressman Dale Kildee,
who’s over here on my left. Congressman
John Conyers is here. Attorney General
Frank Kelley. Former Governor Jim Blan-
chard, Senator Don Riegle.

I have a lot of other people from Michigan
that are traveling with me on this train. We’re
having a good time. I also have with me an
old friend of mine and one of the great Amer-
ican heroes of the civil rights movement,
Mrs. Rosa Parks. Please give her a great
hand. [Applause] Thank you, Rosa. God bless
you. Thank you, thank you. [Applause]

I’d also like to acknowledge in the audi-
ence a very brave lady, the mother of another
brave woman who was to visit me in the
White House next week. But Denise Marie
Lazar just passed away from Huntington’s
disease. Her mother, Charlene Solo, is here
in the audience. I’d like for you to give her
a hand. [Applause] She’s a brave lady, and
she’s done a good job. Charlene, where are
you? Thank you.

Folks, I’ve had a wonderful day. We’ve had
great crowds from West Virginia to Ken-
tucky, all through Ohio and now in Michigan.
But I don’t have any idea how many folks
we have here. They’re way back down the
street there, way off down here, way off be-
hind us, and we’re glad to see you. We’re
glad to see you.

I want to say to all of you that I came
through here on this train for two reasons.
First, I wanted to look out into this crowd
and see your faces. I wanted to see the peo-
ple that I have worked for for these last 4
years. And I wanted you to know I’m still
working for you and I’m proud to be your
President. Secondly, I wanted you to see this
train. This train is not just on the right track
to Chicago; it’s on the right track to the 21st
century, and we’re going to keep it there.

[At this point, an audience member required
medical attention.]

The President. You know, in 1992—we
need a doctor over here. We’ve got one here.
We’ll get somebody here in a minute. We’ve
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got a doctor with us. We need a doctor over
here in the crowd. We’ll be right there. Let
me say—here we go. We’re getting some-
body there right now. There you go. Here’s
my medic. He’ll be right there. Done. You
all can’t do anything about that. Let’s go on
with the program. She’s going to do a good
job. She’s terrific.

Four years ago, when I came to Michigan,
I was hoping I’d do pretty well here because
half the people that lived in Arkansas in the
1950’s moved to Michigan to get a job.
[Laughter] And the dream they had was
largely fulfilled, the dream of being able to
find a good job and educate their children
and have a secure retirement and build a
good life and a strong community and a
strong country.

Four years ago, I was afraid that dream
was about to be lost. We had high unemploy-
ment, stagnant wages, no strategy for meet-
ing our challenges, and a rising tide of cyni-
cism among our people. Four years later it’s
a lot different. We wouldn’t have this crowd
here if you were cynical today, and we thank
you and God bless you.

Let me also say that the reason I ran for
President 4 years ago is the reason I seek
reelection: I wanted to prepare our country
for the 21st century. I want us to go into
that next century, only 4 years away now,
roaring with the American dream alive for
every person, a possibility for every person
to live up to their God-given abilities, for
every person to live out their dreams, no mat-
ter where they live, what they start with, what
their racial or their religious background is.

And we have followed a simple strategy:
Create more opportunity for people, expect
more responsibility from our people, and tell
everybody that we have got to go forward
together. We have got to go forward to-
gether. We know that this country, when
we’re together, never loses. And I don’t know
how you feel but I look around the world
today—I spent so much time as your Presi-
dent trying to bring peace to places like
Bosnia, the Middle East, Northern Ireland,
dealing with the slaughters in Rwanda and
Burundi. Why? Because all over the world
there are people who insist upon looking
down on each other because of their racial,
their ethnic, their religious, or their tribal dif-

ferences instead of joining together hand in
hand to move forward. And whenever I see
that in America I want to stamp it out. That’s
why I have done everything I could to make
us all stand up against the church burnings.
And whenever a synagogue or a Muslim cen-
ter is defaced, it’s wrong.

We have to fight that. The America I want
for our children is one that says we don’t
care anything else about you if you believe
in the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, the
Declaration of Independence, you work
hard, pay your taxes, obey the law and believe
in our country. You’re our kind of American,
and we’re going with you into the 21st cen-
tury.

Now, this has been a great day for me,
and last night was a great night when we
started our convention. But I want to tell you
something about our convention last night.
We did something that had never been done
before. We just had citizens talk. We had an
auto worker from Toledo that I met with
again this morning. Toledo—they work—it’s
the oldest auto plant in America—1910—but
they’re selling Jeeps in Japan with right-hand
drive. It’s a plant where there’s a genuine
partnership between workers and manage-
ment, where 70 percent of the workers are
in continuing education programs and they
got a $8,000 bonus last year because they
have people who believe that when a com-
pany makes money the workers are entitled
to their fair share. And I hope that all of
you in Michigan are justly proud that for the
first time since the 1970’s, it is the United
States that is producing more and selling
more automobiles than any other country in
the entire world.

We had a police officer named Mike Rob-
bins from Chicago there. I don’t know if you
heard him speak, but I’ll never forget when
I met him and he said, ‘‘I served my country
in Vietnam, in Desert Storm, and by the
grace of God I was never harmed. I came
home to serve my country on the streets of
Chicago, and within 45 seconds I had 9 bul-
lets in my body from an assault weapon. And
when I heard the President say we all had
to speak up, I decided if I got out of my
hospital bed I was going to do my part.’’ Mike
Robbins is the kind of person I’m fighting
for, the kind of person we need in uniform
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today, the kind of person that’s giving his life
for our people.

There was a young Puerto Rican-American
girl, an immigrant to our country who
dropped out of high school, who spoke. She
got in AmeriCorps, our national service pro-
gram. She started helping younger children
to learn, and she decided she was pretty
smart herself. So she went back and finished
high school, and she’s going to a wonderful
school, Brown University, and she’s going to
be a doctor and give something back to her
country because we gave her a chance to earn
her way through college through national
service.

There was a retired general, who is now
the superintendent of schools in Seattle,
Washington, reminding us that education,
too, is part of our national security. And of
course, there were Jim and Sarah Brady talk-
ing about the Brady bill, and they were per-
fectly wonderful.

And then there was Christopher Reeve
and his magnificent performance, reminding
us that we dare not balance the budget on
the backs of the American families with
handicapped people and we dare not—dare
not—walk away from our obligations to re-
search, to find the answers to the medical
and scientific mysteries that still confront us.
And I tell you, I was proud of him, and I
was proud of him for saying that not every-
body who gets hurt like that is an actor with
a comfortable income. That’s why we have
to preserve Medicaid for middle class fami-
lies with disabilities who deserve to have that
kind of help.

I say that because, folks, we want our con-
vention to be about you, not about us. We
want our convention to be about the connec-
tion between our Nation’s leaders and the
people who really count, people who live in
places like Royal Oak, Michigan, all over the
United States of America. Now, you think
about where we are now compared to where
we were 4 years ago, with opportunity, re-
sponsibility, and community; 10 million more
jobs; a 60 percent reduction in the deficit;
41⁄2 million new homeowners; 10 million
homeowners who have refinanced their
homes at lower interest rates; a couple of mil-
lion college students eligible for lower cost
college loans with better repayment terms;

11⁄2 million fewer people on welfare and a
40-percent increase in child support pay-
ments in the last 4 years; 50 million more
Americans breathing cleaner air; more toxic
waste sites cleaned up in 3 years than in the
previous 12 years. I am proud of that, and
you should be, too.

But, folks, we also want our convention to
be about the future, the future we have to
build together. And I want to talk to you
about that for a few minutes. We’ve gotten
our economic house in order. We have
record exports, record small business starts,
and we are in good shape overall. But you
know as well as I do, there are still a lot of
people working hard who’d like a better
chance to fully participate in the American
dream. There are still these kids coming up
that we have to get an education. And I want
to focus on not what we’ve done the last 4
years but what we’re going to do for the next
four.

And let me just give you a few examples.
Number one—

Audience members. No scab workers! No
scab workers! No scab workers!

The President. I agree with that.
Audience members. No scab workers! No

scab workers! No scab workers!
The President. Look, can I say some-

thing? Wait a minute. You know I agree with
that. Get yourself a Congress that agrees with
me.

So I want you to think about this. Number
one, we’ve got to keep this economy going.
And that means we have to find a way to
balance the budget and protect Medicare,
Medicaid, education, and the environment
and not raid workers’ pension funds and not
raise taxes on the lowest income working
people and all the other things that were in
that budget I vetoed last year, and I’m glad
I did.

But I want you to listen. We do have to
balance the budget. Why? Why have we
brought this economy back? Because for the
first time since before the Civil War we
brought the deficit down 4 years in a row,
and interest rates have been lower. What
happens when interest rates go down? Your
home mortgage payment, your car payment,
your credit card payment is lower. More im-
portant, a business person can go to the bank,
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borrow money cheaper, and invest to create
more jobs and higher incomes for the Amer-
ican people.

So I say to you, I want you to have a tax
cut, but I want you to have one that we can
pay for, balance the budget, and invest in
education and the environment and Medi-
care and Medicaid. Because we have still—
if we blow this deficit up again after getting
it down, what will happen? Higher car pay-
ments, higher home mortgage payments,
higher credit card payments, fewer jobs, a
slower economy. We’ve got to keep this thing
going on the right track, folks. We’ve got to
have a tax cut that we can afford that helps
families to educate their children, deal with
their health care problems, get that first-time
home, but still keeps the economy growing
and going.

The second thing we’ve got to do is to
make sure we do an even better job of edu-
cating our children and our adults. In the
next 4 years, I intend to spend a great deal
of time trying to make sure that every single
person in this country gets a world-class edu-
cation. And I just—let me mention two or
three things.

Number one, in Wyandotte earlier today
I said that I want us to have a national goal
that by the year 2000 every single child in
America in the third grade will be reading
well at grade level and not be behind. Every
one. And we can do that. We can do it.

Number two, I want us by the year 2000
to make sure every single classroom in Amer-
ica and every library not only has computers,
not only has teachers qualified to use the
computers and teach the kids but is hooked
up to the information superhighway so every-
body can know everything every other class
can know. Now, you think about this. You
think about this. If we can do this, it means
in the poorest inner-city school, in the most
remote rural mountain village, they will have
access to the same information that people
in the wealthiest schools do today. We can
explode learning in America if we just give
everybody the same resources.

Finally, we have to make it possible for
everybody to go on after high school. And
my goal is, by the year 2000 to have the 13th
and 14th grades, at least 2 years of education
after high school as universal as high school

is today. How are we going to do it? We’re
going to do it with a tax cut we can afford:
a $1,500 refundable tax credit for the first
2 years of education after high school, a
$10,000 tax deduction for all education after
high school for middle class families in Amer-
ica to get people back in school and pay for
their education.

Folks, we also have to recognize that there
are other things to be done to help working
people constitute their lives strong and good.
Last week we had a good week for America’s
families. I signed the bill that raised the mini-
mum wage for 10 million Americans. But I
want you to know what else it did. I want
you to know what else it did. It also gave
a tax break to small businesses that invest
more in their business and made it easier
for small-business people and their employ-
ees to take out retirement plans and for those
folks to keep those retirement plans when
they change from job to job. Since most peo-
ple work for small businesses, that’s impor-
tant for America. We need for those people
to be able to have a retirement.

And finally, let me tell you what the mini-
mum wage bill did. It also gave a $5,000 tax
credit to any family that adopts a child, and
more if they adopt a child that has a disabil-
ity. And it removed the longstanding preju-
dice against cross-racial adoptions. There are
lots of kids out there without a home. I think
we can give more of them homes now. That’s
pro-family, pro-business, pro-work.

The other thing that Congress did last
week that I especially liked was to pass the
Kennedy-Kassebaum health reform bill.
What it says to 25 million Americans in this
shape, nobody can deny you health insurance
anymore because somebody in your family
has been sick. And if you change jobs or you
lose your job, they can’t automatically take
your health insurance away from you. That’s
a great thing. That’s a great thing.

But we have more to do. That’s a great
first step. That was in the health care reform
I proposed in ‘94. I’m so proud of the Con-
gress for adopting it. But now we need to
recognize that there are still some things we
have to do. Just because you have a right
to keep your health insurance doesn’t mean
you can afford to pay for it.
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The next step is in the balanced budget
plan I have presented—give unemployed
workers and their families health insurance
for 6 months after they’re unemployed, help
them get—[applause]. And then, we have to
find a way for small-business people to join
together in pools and buy good insurance
policies, like we Federal employees have, at
an affordable price. And that’s the next step.
And there was a lady that had a sign back
there I want to comment on. We also have
to find a way to provide access to mental
health benefits and health insurance. It’s a
very important thing for our country. The
Vice President’s wonderful wife, Tipper
Gore, has worked so hard on that. So there
is still a lot to do.

We passed the welfare reform bill, but let
me tell you something, folks, that is the be-
ginning, not the end of this process. The rea-
son I signed that bill was, first of all, we’ve
already reduced the welfare rolls by a million
and a half by putting people in programs to
move from welfare to work. But we need to
do more.

So when the Congress said, ‘‘Okay, I’ll give
in’’—I had to veto two of those bills first—
‘‘We’ll give people on welfare their health
care; we’ll provide more for child care; we’ll
make sure the kids have food to eat,’’ I said,
now, we will give what used to be the welfare
check to the States, the Federal and the State
money. But they then have to decide how
to move people from welfare to work. That’s
our next challenge. We have to get more jobs
in the inner cities, more jobs in the isolated
rural areas. If you’re going to tell somebody
they have to go to work because they’re able-
bodied, they have to have work to find. They
have to have a job to go to, and we’ve got
to do that.

So there’s a lot to do. Let me give you
another example. We worked hard to prove
that you could grow the economy and clean
up the environment, and I believe you can,
the toxic waste sites, the clean air, the Safe
Drinking Water Act. We have adopted a rev-
olutionary pesticide protection act so that
children’s food will be more free of dan-
gerous pesticides. We are moving forward.
We’ve changed the meat and poultry inspec-
tion system of the country for the first time

in 70 years, and that’s important. We have
to do more.

One of the most important things that
we’re doing that we have to continue is the
work we began with the auto industry in
1993, in partnership to develop a new clean
car that can get 3 times the mileage of the
present cars, clean up the air, and save
money for the American people and people
all over the world.

So there’s lots to do. We want to clean
up two-thirds of the toxic waste dumps that
are still out there. There’s lots to do. And
I want you to support that. We have an inter-
est in America, in a clean economy—I mean,
a strong economy and a clean environment,
and we can do both.

Audience member. Clean up the—[in-
audible].

The President. You can say that; I can’t.
[Laughter]

I just want to mention a couple of other
things. These fine police officers have been
here. In 1994, a lot of the folks that voted
with them for the Brady bill and the assault
weapons ban and the 100,000 police got beat
when they ran for reelection. They got beat
in places like Michigan and Arkansas because
we live in a State—I did and you do—where
probably nearly half the people have a hunt-
ing or a fishing license or both. I guess I
was 12 years old the first time I picked up
a .22 and started shooting cans off fence
posts. But you know, I couldn’t figure out
what they were all saying back in ’94, ‘‘Well,
this is a terrible thing if we check to see if
a person’s got a criminal record before we
give them a handgun. This is a terrible thing
that we’re not going to keep pedaling these
assault weapons that were designed to kill
people.’’ And a lot of folks said to folks in
Michigan and Arkansas, ‘‘You’re going to lose
your rifle. Boy, they’re coming after you
next.’’ Let me tell you something, folks.
We’ve had two deer seasons since then; not
a single Michigan or Arkansas hunter has lost
the rifle they were hunting with in 1994. Not
a one. Not a one. Not a one.

But according to what Sarah Brady said
last night, 100,000 felons, fugitives, and stalk-
ers did lose the right to get a handgun, and
we’re a safer country because of that. I would
never, I would never knowingly do anything
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to interfere with the right of the American
people to hunting and sporting use of their
weapons. But I’m telling you, folks, a lot of
those folks who talk about it have never seen
the war zone that a lot of American children
live in. I have looked into the faces of people
who live on blocks where 13-year-old kids
have been shot down on lark drive-by
shootings. As I said last night, the convention
was opened by a man who fought in Vietnam
without incident and had his body riddled
with 9 bullet holes in 45 seconds.

So we can find a way to hunt and to fish
and to shoot in contests and to have a big
time and protect people. Surely, we can. I
want the Congress to ban these cop-killer
bullets. They’re fighting that, too.

We need a doctor. They’ll get it. We got
it. The doctor is already there.

You know, I have never seen a deer in a
bulletproof vest. [Laughter] And if they can
show me one, I’ll reassess my position on this
issue. But until I find a deer or a duck or
a wild turkey wearing a Kevlar vest, I’m going
to stick with these folks and be for banning
those cop-killer bullets.

One last thing, I think one of the biggest
dilemmas our people face today, I look out
here and see all of you—need a doctor over
there? Connie, can we send—we need some-
one back in the back over here. We’ll be right
there. Just hold up the signs where you are.
Somebody hold up the sign: we’ll send some-
body right back there.

One of the biggest problems people face
is trying to balance the demands of
childrearing and work. I bet there is not a
family here that can’t remember a personal
instance where you were torn between the
demands of your job and the demands of
your children. I’ll bet you can’t think—there
is not anybody here that hasn’t been through
that. That’s why I’m so proud that we passed
the family and medical leave law. Twelve mil-
lion Americans got to take some time off
from work without losing their job.

One other thing, you know it hasn’t hurt
the economy. We’ve got 101⁄4 million new
jobs and a record number of new small busi-
nesses. But 12 million families got to be there
when the baby was born or the parent was
sick, without losing their job. And I’d like
to see that law expanded so that people could

have just a little time to make those regular
doctor’s appointments and regular teacher’s
appointments with their kids or their parents.

I’d like to see the provisions of my bal-
anced budget bill passed so that people on
Medicare—that ladies can get regular mam-
mograms who are Medicare-eligible. I’d like
to see people who have someone in their
families with Alzheimer’s they’re trying to
take care of be able to access some respite
care. These things will save us money. They
will make us a more humane country. They
will strengthen America’s families.

So I ask you, if you agree we’re better off
than we were 4 years ago, if you agree we’ve
got to keep working until we create oppor-
tunity for all Americans, make all commu-
nities responsible, and go forward together,
I want to ask you if you will, at least in your
mind and heart, will you get on this train
with me for 70 days and keep us on the right
track? Will you stay with me to take America
into the 21st century? Do you believe we can
do it?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. I know we can.
Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:35 p.m. at the
intersection of 6th and Center Streets. In his re-
marks, he referred to Bob Scully, executive direc-
tor, National Association of Police Organizations,
and Don Johnson, president, Detroit Police Offi-
cers Association; and Capt. Connie Mariano,
USN, the President’s physician. A portion of these
remarks could not be verified because the tape
was incomplete.

Remarks in Pontiac, Michigan
August 27, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you.
Thank you. First of all, let me say it is won-
derful to be in Pontiac. I am sorry that it’s
been since Harry Truman came here in 1948
since a President has been here. But I’m glad
to be following in Harry Truman’s footsteps
with you today.

Let me begin by saying a thank you to Jay
and to Jenna for their work in AmeriCorps,
for the example they set for our young peo-
ple, and for their proof that our young people
still care about others and want our country
to be a stronger, better, brighter place.
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Thank you, Mayor Moore, for your enthu-
siastic welcome and for your leadership. I
want to thank all the community leaders, all
the school leaders, all the ministers, all the
other folks from Pontiac who are here who’ve
made us feel so welcome. Thank you, my
good friend Rosa Parks, for being here with
us and for inspiring so many people.

Thank you, Congressman Kildee, for
standing up for America and for standing up
for the people of this district, and standing
against what they tried to do in that budget
last year when we made our veto stick. Thank
you, Senator Levin. Thank you for all your
many fights on behalf of the people of Michi-
gan and the people of the United States. I
hope you all will send Carl Levin and Dale
Kildee back to the United States Congress.

I want to thank all the fine people from
Michigan who came with me, including your
former Governor, Jim Blanchard, and your
former Senator, Don Riegle, and a whole
bunch of other folks who came here with us.

And I’d like to thank my friend, Vinnie
Johnson, for being the emcee. I’ve never
seen him emcee anything. And I was wonder-
ing if he had as many moves up here as he
did on the basketball court. [Laughter] Did
he do well?

I want to thank Alice Moore for singing
the National Anthem, the Anointed Voices
of Praise, the Gang God’s Anointed Next
Generation, the Pontiac High School Band,
the Pontiac Northern High School Band, the
fellow that played the saxophone, Randy
Scott, thank you, all. Thank you.

Ladies and gentlemen, I’m taking this train
through the heartland of America. We’ve
been in West Virginia and Kentucky, all
through Ohio and now into Michigan. And
I’m doing it for two reasons. First, selfishly,
at this, the beginning of what will be my last
campaign, to go to Chicago to once again ac-
cept the nomination of my party for Presi-
dent. I wanted to go through America’s
heartland. I wanted to look into the faces,
into the eyes, and into the hearts of the peo-
ple I have been working and fighting for for
4 years to make America a better place. And
second, I wanted you to see that not only
is this train on the right track, America is
on the right track for the 21st century.

I’m proud of our convention in Chicago.
I wish Hillary and Chelsea were with me.
They started out with me, but Hillary had
to go home to Chicago, and she’s going to
speak tonight. I hope you’ll go home and
watch it and give her a cheer. And our daugh-
ter stayed with me a little while longer, but
she left me this morning in Toledo because
she wanted to hear Mom give her speech.
So that’s where they are.

But we’ve had a wonderful time on this
trip. You heard the Mayor—we started the
morning in Toledo. Last night an autoworker
from Toledo was one of the American citi-
zens speaking at the opening of the Demo-
cratic Convention. And he was speaking
there because the work we have done with
the auto industry to open new markets
abroad helped to put 700 jobs in the oldest
automobile in America in Toledo, Ohio, built
in 1910—an automobile plant since 1910.
That 1910 auto plant is exporting over 41,000
Jeeps overseas this year, selling our cars.

And let me tell you why it happened. It
happened because the UAW and the man-
agement have a partnership. It happened be-
cause they’re working together. It happened
because 70 percent of the people in that
plant are getting continuing education, and
they made so much money for Chrysler last
year the workers got an average bonus of
$8,000.

Now, why? Because that’s a company that
believes that if they make money the workers
ought to have their fair share. That’s good
for America. It’s right for America. But guess
what? It turned out to be good for the com-
pany. For the first time in 20 years, it is the
United States that is making and selling the
largest number of automobiles of any country
in the world.

Then we went on to Wyandotte, and there
we gathered in front of a beautiful old library,
about 100 years old, and a huge crowd turned
out. And I was introduced by two really
young people—not grown young people, I
mean young people—about 8 years old,
maybe 7. And we built them little platforms,
and they stood up in front of the library and
they read the end of that wonderful little
children’s book, ‘‘The Little Engine That
Could.’’ Do you know that story? The little
engine had only been used for switching cars.
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The little engine had never been over the
mountain. But the toys couldn’t get to the
boys and girls unless the little engine went
over the mountain for the only time in its
life. And the little engine kept saying ‘‘I think
I can. I think I can.’’

I still remember reading that book to
Chelsea over and over and over again.
[Laughter] But you know what? The message
gets through. And that’s a message every
child in America, without regard to race or
income or background, ought to have, be-
cause they can if we give them a chance.
They can if we give them a chance.

And there in Wyandotte we made a com-
mitment—a commitment to make sure that
if this administration is returned we are going
to put out 30,000 tutors, we’re going to mobi-
lize a million volunteers. We’re going to ask
AmeriCorps to take as its main charge teach-
ing children to read so that by the year 2000
every boy and girl in the 3d grade in America
will be able to read well on their own.

And then we went to Royal Oak. I didn’t
see the royal oak, but I saw the biggest crowd
of folks I ever saw in a long time. And there
the National Association of Police Officers
endorsed Bill Clinton and Al Gore in the
Presidential election, because for 4 years in
a row the crime rate has been coming down
in America because we’re putting 100,000
police on the street, because we did pass the
Brady bill and, according to Mrs. Brady last
night at our convention, 100,000 felons, fugi-
tives, and stalkers have not been able to get
guns, but no hunter has lost a gun since we
did that. And because we have to keep work-
ing until all of our children are free and safe.

I met one young woman police officer up
on that platform who was in the D.A.R.E.
program. Chelsea still talks about her 5th-
grade D.A.R.E. officer. One of the things
that we did that I was so proud of was to
pass the safe and drug-free schools law, to
give our communities the resources to send
people into these schools when the children
are young and try to help them stay off drugs
in the first place. It’s one thing that isn’t
going so well in this country; teenage drug
use is going up. But when the Congress tried
to cut the safe and drug-free schools program
I said, ‘‘No, we’ve got a problem.’’ We need
to do more of that. We turned it around, and

we’re going forward. And they stayed with
us.

So it’s been a wonderful day. And it’s real
nice now. I look around here, I look in this
audience, and I see what makes America
great. I want to lead this country into the
21st century with the American dream alive
for every person in America. I believe that
we ought to have a country where everybody
has a chance to live up to their God-given
abilities, everyone has a chance to live out
their dreams. To do it we have to have oppor-
tunity for everybody, responsibility from ev-
erybody, and we have to recognize that we
are all one country in spite of all of our dif-
ferences, and we better get used to it and
like it and go forward together.

That’s what AmeriCorps is about. That’s
what this Golden Opportunity Club is about.
That’s what these Scout leaders and the
Scouts are all about.

Audience members. The cheerleaders!
The President. The cheerleaders. Look at

the little kids. Give them a hand there. [Ap-
plause] And where are our veterans’ leaders?
We’ve got some veterans over here some-
where. Thank you. And here’s what this is
about.

Audience members. Teachers!
The President. I’m coming to you.

[Laughter] Oh, no, no, no. I’m coming to
you. I’ve got a special thing to say about you.

So here’s what I want you to think about.
I want all of you to think in your own mind:
What do I want my country to look like when
we start this new century? What do I want
my country to look like when my children
are my age? What kind of legacy do I want
to leave to my grandchildren?

If we have more opportunity, more re-
sponsibility, and we’re one American com-
munity, there is no stopping this country.
Our best days are ahead. That’s what I’ve
been working on.

Number one, I knew when I became
President we had to get that deficit down
to get interest rates down to put people back
to work. Now we’ve got over 10 million new
jobs, and we’re just getting warmed up. We
brought the deficit down 4 years in a row
for the first time in a President’s administra-
tion since before the Civil War. We would
have a surplus today in our budget—a sur-
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plus—if it weren’t for the interest we have
to pay on the debt run up in the 12 years
before I showed up. But I’m working on it.
And I want you to let me finish the job. I
want you to let me finish the job. And we
did this, and we’re going to balance that
budget without cutting education, cutting en-
vironmental protection, and breaking the
backs of Medicare and Medicaid.

And we have to make sure that ordinary
Americans can benefit from this economy.
We have got to do that. We had a good week
for ordinary Americans last week. We raised
the minimum wage for 10 million workers.
The same bill contained a tax cut for small
businesses who create most of our jobs so
they can invest more in their businesses and
made it easier for them to take out pensions
for themselves and their workers and for the
workers in small businesses to keep those
pensions when they change jobs. That was
a good thing.

The same bill gave a $5,000 tax credit to
adults who will adopt children, and even
more if the children have disabilities. And
it removed the barriers to cross-racial adop-
tion. There’s a lot of kids out there that need
a happy home. That was a good thing to do
that we did.

And the Congress passed the Kassebaum-
Kennedy bill that your two Members here
have been working for, for a long time. It
says to 25 million Americans, ‘‘Just because
somebody in your family has been sick, they
can’t take your insurance away from you any-
more.’’ It says, ‘‘You don’t lose your insurance
when you change jobs.’’ This is a good thing.

But we have to do more. We have to do
more. We ought now to say just because you
can’t lose your insurance doesn’t mean you
can pay for it. We ought to help families that
are unemployed keep their health insurance
for 6 months. I’m for that. I want to help
people who have someone in their family
with Alzheimer’s, and they’re trying to care
for them, get a little respite care. That’s in
my balanced budget plan, too, so they can
keep their families and take care of them.
We have to do more. And I want you to be-
lieve that we can do these things.

The most important thing we have to do
is to make sure every child in this country
and every adult in this country can get the

education they need. And I want to say to
you—I don’t know about the rest of you, but
I wouldn’t be standing up here if it weren’t
for my teachers, the people that believed in
me. And I know that not every school is per-
fect and not every class is successful, but
we’ve still got a public education system that
is doing its best to take everybody that comes
in the door and give all those kids a chance.
And some of these teachers are laboring
under great difficulties.

And so I say to you, we need to make a
commitment that we’re going to do what we
can to take responsibility for our schools and
lift up the people that are trying to make
them work, not get out here and bash them
day-in and day-out. We need to be lifting
them up.

I want to see—I want to see every class-
room in this country, every single one, in 4
years not only have the computers they need,
not only have teachers trained in the comput-
ers, but I want every single classroom hooked
up to the worldwide information super-
highway—everyone.

Now, consider what this means. This could
mean that for the first time in the history
of the United States ever, children in the
poorest urban classrooms, children in the
most remote hill or hollow of Appalachia
would have access to the same information
in the same time at the same quality as the
children in the wealthiest financed schools
in the United States of America. It has never
happened before. Then we’ll see what hap-
pens on those test scores. Then we’ll see what
happens.

I want to see an America where every
young person can go to college and every
adult can go to college. Four years from now,
I want 2 years of education after high school,
the equivalent of a community college di-
ploma, to be just as universal as a high school
diploma is today. And I want to give you a
tax credit to pay for those 2 years and a de-
duction for all college costs up to $10,000
a year of tuition. That’s a tax cut. That’s a
tax cut we can pay for and a tax cut that
will pay for itself many times over. We need
to do that.

There’s a lot more I’d like to tell you, but
you get the idea. We’ve got 10 million more
jobs, 1.5 million fewer people on welfare, 12

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:59 Nov 19, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00063 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P35AU4.029 p35au4



1558 Administration of William J. Clinton / Aug. 27

million people took advantage of the family
and medical leave law and didn’t lose their
jobs. And that’s a good thing for America.
We’ve got 4.5 million new homeowners, 10
million American families who refinanced
their homes at lower interest rates, 50 million
Americans breathing cleaner air. We cleaned
up more toxic waste dumps in 3 years than
the previous administrations did in 12. You
get the picture. You get the picture?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. We’re on the right track.

We’re moving in the right direction. We’ve
got 10 million people with a minimum wage
increase. But we’ve got to do it.

Will you help us stay on the right track?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you help us all the

way to November?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you stay with us all

the way to 2000?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you stand with the

children in your community?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Thank you, and God bless

you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:37 p.m. from the
rear platform of the 21st Century Express at the
Amtrak station. In his remarks, he referred to Jay
LeBlanc and Jenna Blahunka, AmeriCorps volun-
teers; Mayor Walter Moore of Pontiac; and civil
rights activist Rosa Parks. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at Michigan State
University in East Lansing, Michigan
August 27, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. Thank you
very much. Thank you, thank you. It’s great
to be back at Michigan State. Thank you. I
want to thank first Letha Miller for that won-
derful introduction and for her example.
Weren’t you proud of her? I thought she did
a great job.

I thank President McPherson and your
board chairman, Bob Weiss, for welcoming
me. I know the mayors of Lansing and East
Lansing are here. And somewhere Senator
Levin has a Lansing Lugnuts baseball cap for
me. I don’t know where it is, but I’m pre-
pared to wear it. There he is. What do you
think? I like it.

I would like to thank the Olympians who
are here from Michigan: Paul McMullen,
Eric Namesnik and Mike Castle. I’d like to
thank the Paralympian, Ed McGinnis. I’d like
to thank especially my good friend Carl Levin
for being here and I hope you’ll send him
back to the Senate from Michigan. He’s a
good man who does a good job for you.

And I want to say a special word about
Debbie Stabenow who is running for Con-
gress. I’m very proud of the fact that we put
in the direct loan program to lower the cost
and improve the repayment terms of college
loans so no one would ever have to decline
to go to college because of the loan burden.
Everyone can pay it back as a percentage of
their income.

I’m very proud that we increased Head
Start. I’m very proud that we did things for
education. And I’m proud that I vetoed the
budget of the Republican Congress when
they tried to undo it all. And I believe a great
university like Michigan State is entitled to
be represented in the United States Congress
by someone who believes in student loans,
not someone who tries to abolish them. And
I think you should make a change.

Folks, I’ve had a wonderful couple of days.
Hillary and Chelsea and I started out on this
train in West Virginia, and then Hillary went
home to Chicago to start our convention, and
Chelsea and I went through West Virginia,
Kentucky, into Ohio. Then this morning in
Toledo, Chelsea went to hear her mom speak
tonight. And thank goodness, since we’re a
little late—I’m sorry we are, but I got to hear
her mom speak tonight, too, on the train.
And she was terrific. I was so proud of her.

And today we have been in Michigan. This
train I’m taking across America is going
across this heartland of our country for two
reasons. For one thing, I really wanted to
go to this convention to accept the nomina-
tion of my party for President for the second
time to begin the last campaign I’ll ever
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make, by looking into the eyes, the faces, the
hearts of the people of this country for whom
I have worked and fought these last 4 years.
And you have made me happy and pleased
beyond my wildest dreams. I am proud to
be an American when I look out at you and
I see you.

But I also wanted you to see this train,
and I wanted you to see that it is on the
right track, not just to Chicago—we’re on the
right track to the 21st century, and we intend
to stay right on it.

Four years ago when I came to Michigan
and I asked the people here to support me
in the quest for the Presidency, I did it be-
cause it was a fight for the future—a future
that most of you young people will have a
lot more of than those of us who now have
our AARP cards. [Laughter] I did it because
I wanted to us to go into the next century
with every American able to live up to the
fullest of his or her God-given capacity, every
American who’s willing to work for it to have
a chance to live his or her dreams. That, after
all, is the great promise of this country. And
I didn’t like the fact that our country had
high unemployment and stagnant wages and
increasing division and unmet challenges and
rising cynicism, especially among the young,
about our political system.

Well, 4 years later I can come back to you,
and I can say I wanted to bring hope back
to America. There is more hope, more
progress, because we are better off than we
were 4 years ago and we’re going on the right
track into the 21st century.

I have a simple formula, folks, for what
I’ve been trying to do: more opportunity for
people, more responsibility from our citizens,
and a strong sense of American community.
The special thing about this country is that
we are bound together not by race or religion
but by our shared values.

In the last 4 years I have spent so much
time as your President trying to make peace
in other parts of the world. And we’ve made
a lot of progress, but we’ve also got a lot of
challenges out there, because it is so mad-
dening to see from the Middle East to Bosnia
to Northern Ireland to Rwanda and Burundi
and other parts of the world how many places
in the world are people determined to fight
and kill each other because of their different

races, their different religions, their different
ethnicity, their different tribalry. Why do
people have to look down on each other who
are different from them?

In my America, if you believe in the Con-
stitution, the Bill of Rights, and the Declara-
tion of Independence and you’re willing to
show up and be counted every day and be
good law-abiding citizens, nothing else mat-
ters. We’re going into the future together.

So I say to you, you look where we are
on the question of opportunity; you look
where we are on the question of people tak-
ing more responsibility; you look where we
are on the question of coming together. And
I say to you we’re on the right track.

In the last 4 years—let me just mention
a few things: We have 10 million more jobs.
We have 4.5 million new homeowners. We
have 10 million homeowners who have refi-
nanced their mortgages at lower rates. We
have 50 million Americans breathing cleaner
air. We have cleaned up more toxic waste
sites in 3 years than the previous administra-
tions did in 12. We have 1.5 million fewer
people on welfare. We have a 40 percent in-
crease in child support payments. We have
2 million people now eligible for these direct
student loans that you just heard about.

Just in the last week, look what happened.
We raised the minimum wage for 10 million
people. We gave the small business people
of this country a tax cut if they invest more
in their business. And we made it easier for
people to take out pensions for their employ-
ees. We made it easier for parents to adopt
by giving a $5,000 tax credit for people who
adopt a child, and even more if the child has
a disability. There are so many kids out there
who need a home. What we did in the mini-
mum wage bill was pro-work, pro-family, and
pro-business. It was a great day for America
when we signed it.

And then we signed the Kennedy-Kasse-
baum bill, which said to 25 million Ameri-
cans, you can’t lose your health insurance
anymore if you lose your job, if you change
jobs, or if somebody in your family has been
sick. That’s what health insurance is for. It
was a great day for America.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. And so—you get the pic-

ture. We’re moving in the right direction.
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Twelve million Americans have taken advan-
tage of the family and medical leave law so
they could take some time off without losing
their job when a baby is born or a parent
is sick. We’re moving in the right direction.
It didn’t hurt the country.

I could go on and on and on. I am proud
of the progress we have made. And I’m
proud of some things that didn’t happen, too.
I want to balance the budget. I know that
the things that we have done that have
sparked this economic growth perhaps more
than anything else is to drive the terrible defi-
cit down. It’s going to be your problem, the
young people in this audience, if we don’t
do something about it.

When I became President we had quad-
rupled the national debt in 12 years. The def-
icit was $290 billion and headed higher. Well,
4 years later we’ve got it down to $116 billion,
a 60 percent reduction. And those low inter-
est rates—those low interest rates for all of
you and your families, what do they mean?
They mean more investment for more jobs.
They mean lower payments for credit cards,
for cars, for homes. They mean a stronger
future.

And I want to balance the budget as much
as the next person, and more than most, and
I have a plan to do it. But when the Repub-
licans in Congress sent me that plan that said
take it or leave it, and if you don’t take it
we’ll shut the Government down, I had to
say no. I had to say no.

And I want to remind you again, when you
make a decision about for whom to vote in
the Senate race and the Congress race, I
want to just remind you one more time about
why I said no. Because that budget said, ‘‘If
you want a balanced budget, Mr. President,
you have to agree to big cuts in education
fundings and limits on student loans and
abolishing the AmeriCorps national service
program. If you want a balanced budget, Mr.
President, you have to agree to huge cuts
in environment investments, and undermin-
ing the ability of the American Government
to protect clean air, clean water, and take
us in the future. If you want a balanced budg-
et, Mr. President, you have to agree to strip
the Federal Government of the commitment
we have made for 30 years to health care
for the elderly in nursing homes, for middle

class families with people with disabilities in
them, for people who are very poor and preg-
nant, and for little kids.’’

Last night when Christopher Reeve spoke
at the Democratic Convention so movingly,
one of the things that I remembered was my
conversation with him in which he said, ‘‘Mr.
President, I’m glad you didn’t let them take
Medicaid away because not everybody who
gets hurt like I did has a good income like
I had, and it can break anyone who is dis-
abled. We need to continue to keep faith
with the values that made America strong
and great and noble and good.’’

And so I ask you to go with me on to Chi-
cago and into this campaign and into the next
4 years, because we still have a lot to do.
We have challenges that are unmet. We have
opportunities that are unseized. We have to
keep the economy growing. We have to have
the right kind of tax cut, one that we can
afford and still balance the budget and not
hurt the things we care about and that is fo-
cused first and foremost on education.

I want to make 2 years of college as univer-
sal in 4 years as a high school education is
today. I want to give a tax deduction for fami-
lies for the cost of college tuition, any kind
of education after high school, undergradu-
ate or graduate, up to $10,000 a year, and
a $1,500 credit for those first 2 years. That’s
a good tax cut. That’s a tax cut that we can
pay for and a tax cut that will more than pay
us back in a stronger, healthier, more vibrant
America.

I want to see all the high schools in this
country, every schoolroom hooked up not
only to computers, with trained teachers, but
hooked up to the Internet, to that informa-
tion superhighway that will allow the poorest
schools in America access to the same infor-
mation in the same time at the same quality
as the richest schools in America. It has never
happened in the history of this country.
We’re going to make it happen in the next
4 years.

I want to tell you that it’s not just on eco-
nomics that we’ve made progress. The crime
rate has been coming down for 4 years, but
it is still too high. It has come down because
we’re putting 100,000 police on the street,
because we’re emphasizing prevention as
well as tough punishment, because we
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banned assault weapons, and because we
passed the Brady bill. And I want you to think
about this: In Michigan, in Arkansas, some
awful good people in 1994 lost their seats
in Congress because they had the courage
to vote for 100,000 police, a ban on assault
weapons, and the Brady bill. They had the
courage to vote for it and many of their con-
stituents were told, ‘‘The Government is
going to come take your gun away. They’re
going to stop you from hunting. They’re
going to stop you from going to the sporting
contest.’’ Well, folks, we’ve had two deer sea-
sons in Michigan and two in Arkansas and
all our hunters still got the same rifles they
started with. But 100,000 felons, fugitives,
and stalkers could not get handguns because
of the Brady bill.

And now I say to you, we’ve got to keep
this going. And every one of you young peo-
ple, you might feel very safe tonight, you may
feel very secure, but you want to bring your
children into the world when you turn on
the television news at night, if the lead story
is a crime story you’re shocked, stunned, and
surprised. Today we take it for granted. We
can change all that. We’ve got to keep that
crime rate coming down.

And I’ll tell you how we’re going to do
it. First of all, we ought to ban cop-killer bul-
lets. I’ve been trying to do it for 2 years. I
hear the same thing. I want you young people
to help us do that. I hear the same thing.
They say, ‘‘Oh, this is a slippery slope. Pretty
soon they’ll come get our ammunition.’’ I
have never seen a deer in the woods with
a bulletproof vest on. [Laughter] I’m not try-
ing to interfere with anybody’s hunting.
These bullets are designed to kill police offi-
cers, and they’ll kill people, too, and we
ought to ban them.

And then we ought to extend the Brady
bill in addition to felons to incidents where
violence is used in a domestic setting. If peo-
ple commit domestic violence, they shouldn’t
be out there with guns where they can kill
people in the family.

And finally let me say again—I want you
to think about this when you vote for Con-
gress—one of the reasons I vetoed that budg-
et that they passed, one of the reasons I let
them shut the Government down without
caving in is that the Congress sought to abol-

ish—the Republican leadership sought to
abolish our commitment to 100,000 police.
Now, why in the world they were against it
I don’t know. But they sought to abolish it
once. They sought to do it again. And they’re
trying to restrict it today.

I’m telling you, folks, the way you make
streets safer is to put police out there, let
them get to know the kids, let them get to
know the neighbors, let them get to know
the reality of what’s going on in the neighbor-
hood, have people be friends and partners
on the streets in making streets safe and stop-
ping crime from happening. Keep the safe
and drug-free schools program going. Get
the law enforcement officers in there with
the grade school kids, with the D.A.R.E. pro-
gram and other things. Give these kids some-
thing to look forward to, something to be lift-
ed up about. That is the key to the future,
and I want you to help me do it. It’s your
future, your safety that is at stake, and I want
you to help me fight for it.

I want you to help me fight for a clean
environment. I don’t want to see the propos-
als that were made in the last 2 years become
law because there is not a President there
to fight against them to do good things. Now,
we’ve had some very good successes here
since the people have raised up their voices
and said, ‘‘We don’t like the weakening of
the environment.’’ We just passed the Safe
Drinking Water Act. We just passed a law
to improve the safety of our food and reduce
pesticides. And these are very, very good
things. We just overhauled the meat inspec-
tion standards for the first time in 70 years.
That’s a good thing.

But we’ve got more to do. We need to
clean up two-thirds of these toxic waste
dumps in the next 4 years. We can do that.
We need to continue to work to save our
national parks. We saved Yellowstone from
a gold mine. We need to save the Everglades.
We need to stop the idea that we can sell
our national parks. We need to build on our
natural heritage. We need to build our envi-
ronment.

Folks, you get the picture. We’re better
off than we were. We’re on the right track.
We’ve still got a lot to do. And it is your
future.
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The last thing I want to say is this: If you
look around in this vast, wonderful, magnifi-
cent sea of people, you will see people whose
ancestors came from all different places.
When I went to see the Olympics and to start
them off and I met with the American Olym-
pic team, it made chills run up and down
my spine. I thought to myself, if these kids
didn’t have the American uniform on and
they were just walking out there in the Olym-
pic Village, you wouldn’t have a clue where
they were from. You’d think, well, that per-
son is on the African team and that one’s
on the Korean team, and that one’s on the
Japanese team, and that one’s from the Car-
ibbean somewhere, and this one’s from Latin
America, and the other one’s from Europe,
and there’s somebody from Scandinavia. You
can be from any base and be American.

And I think one reason we like the Olym-
pics is that everybody gets a chance, every-
body plays by the rules, you don’t get any-
where by badmouthing your opponent, you
can’t get a medal if you break your oppo-
nent’s legs and break the rules. You just got
to reach down deep and do the right thing.
And even if you don’t win, you’re better off
for having tried. That’s the America I’m try-
ing to build. That’s the America I want you
to have.

So I want you to think about it. I want
you to think about it because we have to fight
that. There are always, always going to be
people that’ll try to pit us against one an-
other, look down on this group or that group
or the other group. And we have to say no.
We have to say no. If we share the same
values and we’re willing to show up and be
law-abiding citizens, we’ve all got a role to
play and all got a place in America of the
21st century. There is not a nation on Earth
as well-positioned for the next century as the
United States.

Many of you in this audience tonight will
do jobs that have not been invented yet.
Many of you will do things that have not been
imagined yet. The best days of this country
are still before us. You will have opportuni-
ties no previous generation of people have
ever had in all of human history if—if—we
all do our jobs to make opportunity available
to everybody; to be good, responsible citizens

and to realize that we have to do this to-
gether.

We are a great country when we are to-
gether. If we let people divide us and make
us small and make us look down on one an-
other, we will never reach our potential. But
if you look around this sea of folks tonight
and you say, they’re all my brothers and sis-
ters, we’re all Americans and we are still the
greatest country in human history and our
best days are still ahead, then they will be.
Will you help me? Will you walk with me?
Will you stay with me for 70 days and on
for 4 years and on into the 21st century?

Thank you, and God bless you all. Good
night. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 p.m. at West
Holden Hall. In his remarks, he referred to Letha
Miller, student, and M. Peter McPherson, presi-
dent, Michigan State University; Bob Weiss, chair-
man, Michigan State University Board; Mayor
David Hollister of Lansing; and Mayor Douglas
Jester of East Lansing. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks in Battle Creek, Michigan
August 28, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you
very much. I want to thank the people over
across the street—we know you’re there;
we’re glad you’re here. Thank you. I would
like to thank Kathy Bloch for her introduc-
tion and for the work she’s done to support
our efforts to stop the marketing, the adver-
tising, and the distribution and the sales of
tobacco to young people. That’s not legal,
and it ought to stop. Three thousand of our
young people a day start to smoke, and 1,000
of them will die sooner because of it. It’s
the biggest public health problem in the
country, and I think it’s a good thing that
Americans have taken action on it again,
thanks largely to people like Kathy Block and
young people themselves who have asked us
to help them protect a healthy future for
them, and I thank her for it. Thank you, Mark
Schauer, for your work and your candidacy.
Thank you, Kim Tunnicliff, I thought you
gave a good, rousing speech.

I thought to myself when I heard Kim talk-
ing, now, if he’d been in Congress, that
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would have been one more vote against that
budget that slashed Medicare by $270 billion
and took away the guarantee of health care
to the elderly in nursing homes, to poor chil-
dren, to pregnant mothers, and to families
with members with disabilities. He would
have stopped that.

He would not have voted to cut education
and the environment or to raise taxes on the
lowest income working people or to let $15
billion be taken out of worker pension funds.
All that was in that budget in 1995 that I
vetoed. And I never did hear our friends in
San Diego talking about that when they were
bragging about how moderate and nice and
broadminded they were. So I was glad to
hear Kim remind you that there was a budget
battle last year. I did veto it, and thanks to
Carl Levin and others, we sustained that
veto. It would be a good thing to have some-
body in the Congress that wanted to balance
the budget and protect our values. I thank
you for doing that, sir.

I would like to introduce another Michigan
Congressman who’s here with me. He rep-
resents the Upper Peninsula, and I think he
is one of the most dedicated, upright, hard-
working people in the Congress: Congress-
man Bart Stupak and his wife are both here.
Congressman Stupak, come out here and
wave to the folks. Governor Jim Blanchard
is here, who was the very distinguished Am-
bassador to Canada. I thank you, Governor
Blanchard. Attorney General Frank Kelley is
here. I thank you, Frank, for coming and for
your work. Frank Garrison, the head of the
Michigan AFL–CIO is here with us. And I
want to say a very special word of thanks to
another son of Michigan who is here, who
just completed his term as the president of
the National Education Association, Keith
Geiger, who was a fearless and wonderful ad-
vocate for America’s teachers. Thank you,
Keith Geiger, for being here.

Finally, I’d like to thank Senator Carl
Levin for his leadership for Michigan and
America, for his fight for America’s jobs and
his fight for ethics in Government, for his
fight to give America the kind of direction
that it needs and deserves. He deserves your
reelection for his service, and I hope you’ll
give it to him.

I’d like to thank the Battle Creek High
Band. Thank you very much for being here.
And I thank the saxophone selection for rais-
ing your horns. You look good over there.
Well, the rest of you can raise your horns;
you don’t have to be a saxophone player.

I thank Mayor Deering, from Battle
Creek, and the principal of Battle Creek
High School, Bruce Barney; the head of the
local community action agency, Sherry Keys-
Hebron; the president of the AFL–CIO for
South Central Michigan, Richard France;
Reverend Albert Thomas; and all the others
who had anything to do with this event today,
including the Washington Heights Gospel
Ministry who’ll give us music at the end of
this event. Thank you all very much.

Folks, I’m glad to be the first President
in Battle Creek since President Johnson was
here in 1965. I’m glad to be the first Presi-
dent to come into Battle Creek on a train
since President Taft was here in 1911.

This train started in West Virginia and
went into Kentucky. Then we went all over
Ohio. Yesterday morning, we started in To-
ledo and then worked our way into Michigan
to Wyandotte to Royal Oak to Pontiac and
last night to a rally at Michigan State Univer-
sity where there were over 20,000 people.
It was an amazing event.

I took this train to Chicago, the 21st Cen-
tury Express, for two reasons. First of all,
I wanted to get a chance, as I go to Chicago
to accept the nomination of my party for
President and begin the last and perhaps the
most important campaign of my life, to look
into the faces, into the eyes, into the hearts
of the people of America in the heartland
for whom I have worked and fought these
last 4 years. I wanted to see you to remember
why we’re doing all this.

And secondly, I wanted to make the point
that our train is not only on the right track
to Chicago, it’s on the right track to the 21st
century. And we need to stay on that track.
But as one of these wonderful signs said,
there is more to do. I was very proud of my
wife last night at the Democratic Convention
because she talked about the work she’s done
for the last 25 years, what we learned about
it from raising our own daughter, and the
fact that there is more to do.

Audience members. Hillary in 2000!
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The President. Let me say very briefly,
I want to speak with you, and I want to ask
you to do something for me. I want you to
vote for me, of course. I want you to stay
with us. But I want to talk to you just a few
moments this morning about what we’ve
done and where we’re going and ask you to
spend the next 70 days talking to your friends
and neighbors about it.

I ran for President 4 years ago because
I wanted to lead our country into the 21st
century with all Americans having the chance
to live out their dreams. I ran for President
because I didn’t like the fact that we had
high unemployment, stagnant wages; we
were not meeting our challenges. Cynicism
was on the rise. Middle class dreams were
being dashed, and I knew we could do better.
I knew we could do better.

So I went before the American people and
said: I have a simple strategy. I want to create
a country in which there is opportunity for
everyone, responsibility from everyone, and
where everyone who is willing to work hard
and do the right thing without regard to their
race, their gender, where they come from,
or anything else about them. If you believe
in the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, the
Declaration of Independence, you’re part of
my America, and you’re going to be part of
our America in the future.

Well, we’ve been at this for 4 years now,
and the people can make a judgment. And
they can also listen to the ideas we have for
the future and know there’s a darn good
chance we can implement them because
we’ve done so much of what we talked about
4 years ago.

On the economy we had a simple strategy:
get the deficit down, bring the interest rates
down, give tax relief to the people who need
it most, expand our sales of American prod-
ucts around the world, invest in science and
technology and, most important of all, in the
education of our people.

Now, has it worked? Compared to 4 years
ago, we have over 10 million new jobs, a
record number of small businesses, including
businesses owned by women and minorities.
We have a 15-year high in homeownership.
We have an all-time high in the export of
American products. We have an all-time high
in the creation of American small businesses.

I can tell you, for the first time in a decade—
maybe most important of all to me—average
wages are on the rise again. We’ve been wait-
ing for 10 years to see that start.

The other party always talked about being
against the deficit in Government, but in the
previous 12 years we increased the debt by
4 times. Since I’ve been President, we’ve cut
the deficit in each of the last 4 years. It’s
down by 60 percent. Interest rates are down,
investments are up, and the economy is
growing. Tell your friends and neighbors in
Battle Creek and around this area that we
would have a surplus in the budget today and
we could have a bigger tax cut if it weren’t
for the interest we’re having to pay on the
debt that was run up in the 12 years before
I took office. We’d have a surplus.

But we have to do more. We can grow
this economy faster, we can create more jobs,
we can raise incomes more if we will work
hard together. We have to go on and balance
the budget to keep the interest rates down,
but we have to do it in a way that is different
from what our friends in the opposition tried
to do last year. We do not have to destroy
Medicare or Medicaid or turn our backs on
education and the environment or do any-
thing to let the stability of working people’s
pension funds be eroded. We can balance
the budget and protect our values, and that
is my commitment to you.

We can also cut taxes for families in Amer-
ica, but the tax cuts need to be targeted to
what will do the most good and to something
we can pay for—and people like me, who
don’t need it, shouldn’t get them, because
we have to balance the budget. We have to
balance the budget and cut taxes. And we
can do both.

The tax cut should be targeted. We should
give a $500-a-child credit for children under
13. We should give people the right to save
in an IRA with incomes going up to family
incomes of $100,000 and then withdraw that
money, those savings, without any penalty if
they need it for health care, to buy a first-
time home, or to pay for a college education.
We ought to do that.

We should continue to invest in education.
We ought to have a million children in Head
Start. We ought to have a million kids work-
ing their way through college on work-study.
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We ought to preserve my lower cost college
loan program, not do away with it as the
other party tried to do. And we ought to give
people a tax deduction for the cost of college
tuition up to $10,000 a year and a tax credit
worth $1,500, an outright credit, to make
sure every person in America can get at least
2 years of education after high school. It
ought to be as universal as a high school edu-
cation is today. We ought to make sure that
every classroom in America not only has
computers and trained teachers but is
hooked up to the information superhighway
by the year 2000, every single classroom.

Now, folks, if you’re my age and you’re
not the most computer-literate person in the
world, it may be hard to understand what
that means. But let me tell you what it means.
It means that we now have the chance, for
the first time in the history of the United
States of America, to make sure that children
in the poorest urban classroom, children in
the remotest mountain village in America,
children in the high plains of the West, chil-
dren everywhere will have access to the same
high quality information in the same time in
the same understandable form that children
in the wealthiest, best schools in America do.
That has never happened before. That is rev-
olutionary.

So that’s our opportunity agenda. We also
need to continue to fight for responsibility.
But look where we are compared to 4 years
ago: The crime rate is down, the welfare rolls
are down 11⁄2 million, and child support col-
lections are up 40 percent. We’re moving in
the right direction. Not a single Michigan
hunter lost a weapon when the Brady bill
passed, even though that’s what our friends
in the opposition were saying in 1994 to get
votes. I don’t know why they didn’t repeat
that in San Diego; I was listening. [Laughter]
No, nobody lost a weapon in Michigan, but
100,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers have
not been able to get handguns because the
Brady bill passed.

We’re halfway home in putting those
100,000 police on the street. And we have
increased funding for safe and drug-free
schools and for prevention programs. And,
I might add, at a time when about the only
thing in this country that is not going in the
right direction, I’m sad to say, is teenage to-

bacco and drug use; they’ve both been going
up the last 4 years. I don’t think this is a
very good time to try to abolish our drug-
free schools program. We need more
D.A.R.E. officers in those schools. We need
more people in those schools trying to keep
the kids off drugs in the first place.

But we’ve got more to do. Very briefly,
I think we ought to ban cop-killer bullets.
Police officers are—[inaudible]—of them.
No deer in the Michigan woods is wearing
a Kevlar vest. Our police officers are. We
ought to protect them; they deserve it. And
I think if you commit an act of domestic vio-
lence, you also shouldn’t be eligible to get
another handgun where you can kill some-
body.

And I do not believe that we should stop
putting 100,000 police on the street. We’re
halfway home; we need to finish the job. I
don’t know why our friends are interested
in killing the 100,000-police program, but I
do know this: More police on the streets,
working with their friends and neighbors,
knowing the kids, prevent crime in the first
place and make it safer. We’ve got 4 years
of a declining crime rate. We know what
works. Four more years, and it will be about
where it ought to be. Let’s keep on going.

In the area of welfare reform, let me just
say this: If every person in this country who
owes child support paid it, 800,000 women
and children would go off welfare tomorrow.
We have to keep doing better with that. Now
that we have passed the welfare reform legis-
lation, we have guaranteed child care and
health care and nutrition to poor children
and their families. But if you’re going to tell
people they’ve got to be at work within 2
years, they have to have jobs that they can
attend. So we now have to create jobs for
these people. It is wrong to cut people off
and put the kids in the street unless people
have jobs as an alternative, and I am commit-
ted to that. So that’s our responsibility agen-
da.

Now let me talk a little about what binds
us together as a community. First of all, it’s
our families. Look where we are compared
to 4 years ago. Twelve million American fam-
ilies have taken advantage of the family and
medical leave law that we passed with the
help of people like Carl Levin and Bart
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Stupak and over the opposition of the leaders
of the other party. Twelve million Americans
took a little time off when there was a baby
born or a sick parent, and it didn’t hurt the
economy a bit. We’re better off because of
it.

And now we just raised the minimum wage
for 10 million people. We just made 90 per-
cent of our small businesses eligible for a tax
cut if they invest more in the business and
made it easier for people in small businesses,
where most Americans work, to take out re-
tirement for themselves and their employees
and to keep those retirement plans if they
change jobs. That’s pro-family. And we
adopted in the small business bill, in the min-
imum wage bill, a $5,000 tax credit for people
who adopt a child, more if the child has a
disability. There are hundreds of thousands
of kids out there that need a good home.
I hope more people will adopt now that we
have passed this law.

In the area of health care we adopted the
Kennedy-Kassebaum bill. You know what it
says to 25 million Americans: Okay, now they
can’t take your health insurance away from
you just because somebody in your family has
been sick, or if you lose your job or you
change jobs you still have a right to keep your
health insurance. It can help 25 million of
our fellow citizens. That’s pro-family.

What we’re doing in implementing this
rule on tobacco is pro-family. We don’t say—
we say to adults, you have a right to smoke;
you do what you want. It’s a legal product.
But it’s illegal in every State in America to
market or sell tobacco products to children,
and we’re going to do our best to stop it be-
cause we want our kids to live longer. That’s
pro-family.

But we have to do more. On health care
we should make it possible for unemployed
people not only to keep their insurance as
a matter of law but to afford it. My balanced
budget plan helps unemployed people keep
their health insurance for 6 months. Our bal-
anced budget plan helps families with mem-
bers with Alzheimer’s they’re caring for get
some respite care. Our balanced budget plan
says, among other things, that a mother can-
not be forced to leave a hospital in sooner
than 48 hours after a baby is born. And I
think we have to build on the family and

medical leave law. I think we ought to let
people have just a little time off—not a lot,
no time for abuse—but a little time off not
only for a medical emergency, not only for
the birth of a child but to take their children
to regular doctor’s appointments and to see
the teacher once in a great while.

We can’t be a strong community unless
we have a strong environment. Fifty million
Americans are breathing cleaner air than 4
years ago. We’ve cleaned out more toxic
waste dumps in the last 3 years than in the
previous 12. We passed the Safe Drinking
Water Act, the pesticide protection act. We
upgraded the standards for safe meat and
poultry. We’re moving in the right direction,
but we have to do more. And I’ll be saying
more about this later today, but we need to
clean up at least two-thirds of the toxic waste
dumps in this country in the next 4 years.
We have delayed it long enough.

Let me say again, we have to do these
things consistent with our values. We will not
be one community if in the name of bal-
ancing the budget we give a tax cut that re-
quires us to cut Medicare, stop Medicaid’s
commitment to families with members with
disabilities.

I thought Christopher Reeve was so mov-
ing at the Democratic Convention the other
night. But let me tell you, he’s right about
research. We’re going to spend more on re-
search, $1 billion more, because it’s impor-
tant. We have doubled the life expectancy
for people with AIDS or HIV infection in
just the last 4 years, doubled it because of
research. We may be able to extend their
lives indefinitely in good, quality ways be-
cause of research.

We are about to build a computer with
IBM, a supercomputer, because of research,
that will do more calculations in a minute
than a person with a hand-held calculator
could do in 30,000 years. That is what we’re
getting out of research. He’s right. But he’s
also right—when Christopher Reeve said to
me—and I thank these people here for com-
ing to be with us today—Christopher Reeve
said, ‘‘You know, you’ve got to make that fight
on Medicaid; you can’t let them take away
Medicaid because not everybody who gets
hurt like me has been an actor, has made
a good living. And even people like me can
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go broke. Middle class families deserve the
right to keep working and caring for their
family members.’’

So, folks, if you believe we’re all in this
fight together, if you agree with the First
Lady that it takes a village and we’re all part
of it, if you believe that America’s best days
are ahead, if you want to stay on the right
track to the 21st century, will you help us
for the next 70 days?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. And will you help us for

the next 4 years?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Thank you, and God bless

you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. at the
Old Train Depot. In his remarks, he referred to
Kathy Bloch, coordinator, Calhoun County To-
bacco Reduction Coalition; Mark Schauer, Demo-
cratic candidate for State representative; Kim
Tunnicliff, Democratic candidate for U.S. House
of Representatives; James J. Blanchard, former
Governor of Michigan and former U.S. Ambas-
sador to Canada; and Reverend Albert Thomas,
Jr., pastor, Second Missionary Baptist Church,
Battle Creek, MI. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks in Kalamazoo, Michigan
August 28, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you, thank you,
thank you all for being here and for your
wonderful reception. Thank you all way over
here in the corner for being here in big num-
bers. And back here. I think we should begin
by thanking the Western Michigan Univer-
sity Band. They’ve been wonderful to us
today, and we thank you. Thank you very
much.

I want to thank Mayor Barbara Larson and
the city and county officials who welcomed
us here. I brought a lot of distinguished
Michiganders with me: Congressman Bart
Stupak and his wife, Laurie, from the Upper
Peninsula; former Governor Blanchard, also
our former Ambassador to Canada; Frank
Garrison, the President of the AFL–CIO in

Michigan; your Attorney General, Frank
Kelley, and many others.

I know that before I came here there was
another program. I thank Beverly Moore for
emceeing it. I thank Linda Comer for what
she said and for being a teacher. I thank Tim
Eder of the National Wildlife Federation,
Michigan Chapter. That’s a very important
group and a very important part of our com-
mitment to the environment in the future.

Your congressional candidate, Clarence
Annen. I’d also like to recognize a
Paralympian who is here from your commu-
nity, a medal winner in the national goal ball
team, Sherry Gordon. Congratulations, Sher-
ry. Where are you? There she is. Bless you.
Congratulations.

I know that I’m in Comstock Township,
right? So I’d like to thank the supervisor, Joe
VanBruggen for welcoming us here. And I’d
like to thank Kristi Carabula, the county
Democratic chair who helped to get a lot of
you here. I thank her.

I’d like to thank the community members
who are here behind me. First, I want to
recognize Representative Ed LaForge.
Thank you, Ed, for being here with us. I see
you’ve got some signs here.

I want to thank these young people who
are here with me today: the Comstock Boy
Scout and Cub Scout Troop and Pack 221;
Brownie Troop 624; the Comstock YWCA;
community citizen leaders; prime-time pro-
gram representatives; the Kalamazoo Recycle
Rangers—I like that; that sounds good—
Kalamazoo Area Math and Science Center;
Vicksburg High School Adventure Club and
FFA; and the Kazoo School. Thank you all
for being here.

I want to thank my good friend, Senator
Carl Levin, for being here today and support-
ing the environment in general, and for being
America’s number one fighter for the Great
Lakes and uniform quality standards for the
Great Lakes water.

By the way, I’m sure you all know we’ve
still got some work to do on that, so we can
use 6 more years of Carl Levin to finish our
work on the Great Lakes.

I want to thank Katie McGinty, the Chair
of our Environmental Council in the White
House. She’s done a wonderful job on this
and many others things. And most of all, I
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want to thank Mary Brown and her grandson
Dan Cook.

Now, to give you some idea in what hap-
pens to you when you’re young as opposed
to when you’re old, I asked Dan Cook how
old he was and he said, ‘‘I’m 10.’’ And I
looked at him and I said, ‘‘Now, Dan are you
10?’’ He said, ‘‘Well, I’m almost 10.’’ [Laugh-
ter] Well, I’m almost 49, too—[laughter]—
in the reverse direction.

There aren’t many young people his age
who could have spoken so well and so force-
fully. Didn’t he do a good job? Thank you
very, very much, Dan. And thank you, Mary
Brown, for your lifetime of commitment to
the quality of the environment in your State
and your area.

Folks, you know, I’ve been on this train
the last couple of days going through the
heartland of America from West Virginia to
Kentucky to Ohio to Michigan. Leaving you,
I’m going on now to Michigan City, Indiana,
and then I will fly to Chicago. I’ve been on
this train for two reasons. First, I wanted to
see people like you in the heartland of Amer-
ica, the people that really make this country
go, the people I’ve been working for and
fighting for for 4 years. But I also wanted
to make the point that our train and our
country are both on the right track to the
21st century.

For 4 years, I have pursued a very straight-
forward strategy based on a vision of what
our country ought to be like. When all these
children who are in this audience spend most
of their life in a new century, the world will
be so different from the world people my
age grew up in, different in how we work
and live and relate to each other, very dif-
ferent in how we relate to the rest of the
world, vastly, vastly increased opportunities,
and significant new challenges. And I want
us to go into that next century with every
child in this country having the opportunity
to live up to his or her God-given potential
and live out their dreams. And I believe you
want that, too.

In order to do that, our country has to cre-
ate more opportunity and receive more re-
sponsibility from all of our citizens. That’s
the basic bargain of America. Our country
has to remain the world’s strongest force for
peace and freedom and prosperity. And I ap-

preciate what Mary said about our role in
the world. It’s important for America to lead
the world. It’s important for Americans that
we do. And most of all, our country has to
come together as one community.

All over the world—this morning as I do
every morning, I started my work day with
a review of the situation in the rest of the
world. And I thought to myself, how much
time have I spent as President dealing with
problems created because other people
could not get along and because they insisted
on looking down on people that lived on the
same piece of land they did because they had
a different race, a different ethnic group, a
different religion, they were of a different
tribe.

It happens in Africa and Rwanda and Bu-
rundi. It has consumed the Middle East for
decades. It has consumed Northern Ireland
for longer than that. It has rooted and caused
butchery and slaughter in Bosnia we have
worked so hard to end.

Why do people do this? What is special
about America? We say, this is not a country
about race. This is not a country about reli-
gion. This is a country where, if you believe
in the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, the
Declaration of Independence, if you are will-
ing to show up tomorrow and be a good citi-
zen it doesn’t matter whatever else is special
or unique or different about you; we’re
stronger for your difference; we’re going for-
ward together. And we have to have that
commitment.

Now, we manifest that commitment in
many different ways. I was so moved at our
convention in Chicago when Christopher
Reeve talked about his tragic accident and
his determination to overcome it. And he re-
minded us that we not only have to continue
to invest in research to try to find answers
to the problems that beset us, we also need
to deal humanely and decently with people
who have difficulties.

Christopher Reeve came to see me in the
White House, and he said, ‘‘Mr. President,
I am so glad you fought to stop Congress
from destroying the Medicaid program and
ending its guarantee to the elderly in nursing
homes, to poor children, and to people who
have disabilities, because not everybody who
gets a disability is a wealthy person. And even
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wealthy people can be driven into poverty.
And if it weren’t for Medicaid, middle class
families wouldn’t be able to maintain their
lifestyles.’’ That’s a part of our community.

I have to tell you, when Tipper Gore was
talking last night, I was proud of the fact that
my friend and the Vice President’s wife has
spoken up for 20 years to try to protect our
children from unhealthful, indeed, affirma-
tively harmful cultural influences that will
make it more difficult for them to be success-
ful people. That’s a part of our community,
trying to make it more possible for parents
to transmit their own values, not somebody
else’s commercially driven values, to the chil-
dren of our country. I was proud of that.

And I was proud when my wife spoke last
night at the convention and pointed out that
we have been very fortunate in our lives.
We’ve always had jobs where we could take
time off when Chelsea needed us, but other
working families need that same time off.

We’ve always had the best sort of health
insurance. And I was there when Chelsea was
born in the delivery room and when we took
her room, but Hillary had the need to stay
in the hospital a little extra time. And it’s
wrong for women and their newborn babies
to be thrown out of the hospital after a day
if they’re not ready to go home. They ought
to be able to stay longer. That’s a part of
our community.

We’ve had a good week in Washington
right before we left for this convention. A
lot of things were done that will create more
opportunity, give us a chance to have more
responsibility, and bring us together in a
community. The minimum wage went up for
10 million people. Ninety percent of the
small businesses in this country got a tax cut.
We made it possible for people in small busi-
nesses to save for their retirement and for
employees in small businesses to keep their
retirement when they move from job to job.
That’s all important.

We gave people a tax credit of $5,000 and
more if there is a disability involved if they
will adopt children. There are hundreds of
thousands of children out there in this coun-
try that need good homes. We did that. That
was good.

We made 25 million Americans safer in
their health care because we said ‘‘You can’t

be denied health insurance anymore just be-
cause somebody in your family has been sick
or because you changed jobs.’’ That was a
good thing for America.

We also passed the Safe Drinking Water
Act and the pesticide protection act to help
improve the public health and the environ-
ment. And that was a great thing for America.

That’s what I’ve come here to talk to you
about today. We cannot go forward together
as a country, a country where it works for
all of us, unless we have a shared commit-
ment to protect the environment. And unless
we want to protect everybody’s environment,
in the end, no matter how wealthy and pow-
erful we are, the quality of our lives will be
undermined.

[At this point, an audience member required
medical attention.]

The President. Do you need a doctor over
there? Are you okay? Over here? Where’s
my medical team? We got to have somebody.

Now, you think about that. It doesn’t mat-
ter—I don’t care if you have got a billion
dollars, if you live in America, in the end,
the quality of your life will be undermined
unless we save the environment for every-
body. We all have an interest in clean air
and safe water and safe food and in preserv-
ing our national treasures.

I can tell you this, compared to 4 years
ago, there are tens of millions of people in
America breathing cleaner air. We’ve
cleaned up more toxic waste sites in 3 years
than the previous administrations did in 12.

We have revamped the meat and poultry
inspection standards of this country for the
first time in literally decades. We are moving
in the right direction. We saved our national
parks from an ill-advised congressional at-
tempt to sell off some of them and underfund
them. And that was a good thing.

We saved Yellowstone, our Nation’s first
and great national treasure as a park, from
the ravages of mining. And we are deter-
mined to do the same thing and save the Ev-
erglades in Florida. That’s important to all
of us.

We have kicked dozens and dozens of dan-
gerous chemicals out of the marketplace and
quickly replaced them with safer substitutes.
We have increased community’s right to
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know about what is in their community and
what kinds of chemicals they are exposed to.

All these things are important and they
matter. And we’re better off because of
them. We’ve also changed the way we do a
lot of our environmental work. We’ve stream-
lined rules and regulations, challenged busi-
nesses and communities to come together
and stop fighting. We’ve emphasized results,
not punishments and regulations. We are
proving that you don’t have to choose be-
tween a healthy environment and a healthy
economy.

In Michigan, we have worked very closely
with the auto workers in the Big Three to
develop a clean car that will get 3 times the
mileage of the average car today for the 21st
century in a way that will put money in the
pockets of American consumers, increase the
quality of our environment, and maintain the
dominance of our auto industry in the world
for decades to come. If we can succeed in
the clean car, it will be a major step forward
for the cleanness of our environment and for
the security of the work right here in Michi-
gan.

But we have more to do. You all know we
have more to do. You heard Mary’s story of
the work that is represented by this beautiful
water behind us. And you know that a lot
of these battles are won block by block, day
by day. Carl Levin has been working on the
Great Lakes for a very long time block by
block, day by day, not just lake by lake, sec-
tion by section. This is hard work. And we
have more to do.

I want an America in the year 2000 where
no child should have to live near a toxic waste
dump, where no parent should have to worry
about the safety of a child’s glass of water,
and no neighborhood should be put in harm’s
way by pollution from a nearby factory.

Today, I am calling for a new national
commitment to help protect all communities
from toxics by the year 2000. First, I am de-
termined that finally we clean up the toxic
waste sites that scar our landscape and
threaten our neighborhoods.

When I came into office, I vowed to
strengthen and improve the Superfund’s
cleanups. In the last 3 years—in the last 3
years, not counting this year—we have
cleaned up 197 toxic waste sites, more than

in the previous 12 years. We’re doing 3 times
more a year than were done before.

And we have done it while reducing the
costs of these cleanups. The Kalamazoo River
here is going to be cleaned up by polluters
under your State’s Superfund law. And some
of the cleanup has not begun. But we have
to keep working on this. We cannot slow
down. We need to speed up the pace. These
Superfund sites have been out there too long.
And the longer they’re there, the more dan-
ger there is that damage will be done. We
must speed up the pace.

I am here in Michigan because 10 million
American children under the age of 12 live
within four miles of a toxic waste dump. And
an exceptional percentage of the children
who live there are children from the State
of Michigan. Michigan has more at stake in
this initiative than any other State, but every
State’s children are affected by our success.
We must press ahead.

Today we must commit our Nation’s will-
power and resources to meet a clear goal.
In the next 4 years we will clean up another
500 toxic waste sites, nearly double the pace
of the Superfund cleanups. And by the year
2000 we will clean up two-thirds, the two-
thirds worst toxic waste dumps in the coun-
try. We will get them out of the neighbor-
hoods where the children live. We will do
it.

[At this point, an audience member required
medical attention.]

The President. We need another medical
team over here. We need some water and
my medical team over here, wherever they
are. Here we go.

Let me also say that our cities are full of
what we call Brownfields, urban toxic waste
sites. We have proved that they can be
cleaned up and turned into homes for safe
businesses that create jobs in areas that
thought that they would never get any new
jobs again. The most important thing that I
am working on with the mayors of America
today is cleaning up these Brownfields so we
can create jobs in the city. Again I tell you,
good environmental policy is good for the
economy. It creates jobs. It creates a future
for America, and we have to be prepared to
do it.
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We must bring the full force of law to bear
on polluters who are willfully jeopardizing
the safety of our people. I am going to send
to Congress an environmental crimes bill to
make it a crime to attempt to pollute, that
will give us the power to catch polluters be-
fore they poison the land. The bill will in-
crease penalties for those who intentionally
pump toxics into our neighborhoods where
our children will be exposed. And it will en-
able us to hit polluters where it hurts. It will
give prosecutors the power to freeze pollut-
ers’ assets and require them to clean up their
messes. That is perhaps the most important
thing of all.

We’re also going to expand our community
right-to-know law to make more information,
practical information available to families
easier and faster. Right-to-know will protect
you here in communities like Kalamazoo be-
cause you can find out what’s dangerous to
your families. Once there is a right-to-know
law, companies think twice about what they
do. In the decades since we’ve passed the
first one, businesses have reported reducing
toxic emission by 43 percent. Right-to-know
works. Don’t be fooled about it. It makes a
big difference.

I have ordered the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to give local environmental in-
formation to communities, including putting
it on-line where it will be handy to comput-
ers, in one place by the year 2000. So that
a parent could go to the local library or go
to a school or just turn on a computer and
immediately find out the chemicals in your
community to which your children are ex-
posed. That is a powerful early warning sys-
tem. And it will help grassroots environ-
mental activism clean the environment even
more.

Finally, let me say, we have to take further
steps to stop toxics from getting into our
drinking water. I signed an Executive order
that directs every Federal agency that’s ap-
propriate to join in our effort to crack down
on those who would poison the waters and
make them pay to clean it up. I want to see
to it that Congress fully funds the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act we just signed into law last
month.

And in particular, I’ve made a commit-
ment in my balanced budget plan to work

with Carl Levin and others to continue to
improve the quality of the Great Lakes.
We’ve worked hard to carry out the Great
Lakes water quality initiative, which Senator
Levin did so much to bring about and we’ll
keep right on doing it.

We are blessed with magnificent natural
resources. Every time our family goes on va-
cation in a National Park, I thank God again
for the good fortune of being an American
and for all the blessings we’ve been given
just by the grace of God. But I’ll tell you,
we’ve been given it; it’s up to us to do the
right things with it.

We have learned some fundamental
things. Not only do you not have to hurt the
economy to protect the environment—what
difference does it make if you have money
if you don’t have clean water, clean air, a
good natural environment, safe food, and a
good public health system?

And finally, we now know that this is not
a negative thing. We now know that one of
the most effective ways to create good, high-
wage jobs in the 21st century is to invest in
research, in technology, and in protecting the
environment. That is the direction we’re
going to take and that will keep us right on
track for the 21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. at Merrill
Park. In his remarks, he referred to Beverly
Moore, former mayor of Kalamazoo; Linda
Comer, principal, Lincoln Magnet School; Michi-
gan State representative, Ed LaForge; and former
Michigan State representative, Mary Brown.

Remarks on Concluding a
Whistlestop Tour in Michigan City,
Indiana
August 28, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you.
Wow! Thank you.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you,
citizens of Indiana and Michigan and Illinois.
Thank you all for being here.

You know, folks, last night I called your
Governor, Evan Bayh, to tell him two things.
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The first thing I said is, ‘‘I loved your speech.
Thank you for speaking for America and for
what we did.’’ But the second thing I said
was, ‘‘You know, Evan, I was just in East Lan-
sing, Michigan, and we had over 20,000 peo-
ple there.’’ And I knew if I said that we’d
have 30,000 people in Michigan City today.
And sure enough, we did.

Mayor Brillson, thank you for your wel-
come to the city, and thank you for your lead-
ership. The mayor told me on the way in
here she’d only been mayor 8 months, but
she is not only the mayor, she is the mother
of six wonderful children who are down here.
And I figure anybody who can raise six kids
can do any job in America, including Presi-
dent. And I’m glad she’s here.

You know, I was interested to hear the
mayor say it’s been 97 years since a President
has been to Michigan City. All I can say is
the rest of them didn’t know what they were
missing. I’m glad to be here. Thank you.

I thank your Congressman Tim Roemer
for his leadership in the House of Represent-
atives to prove that the Democratic Party can
lead America into the future, that we can be
responsible with your money, we can be
strong for your economy, we can be tough
on crime, but we can still have a heart for
those who need the heart of America that
are too often left behind and forgotten.
Thank you, Tim Roemer.

I want to thank Lieutenant Governor
Frank O’Bannon and his wife, Judy, for being
here with me. And I want to tell you some-
thing, folks, each year the job of the Gov-
ernor gets a little more important. If you
watched our convention, you know there’s a
lot of discussion about the welfare reform bill
that I signed. Let me tell you this: I want
you to understand just how important this
decision is for Governors and Indiana.

In the welfare reform bill, we said, ‘‘Look,
we’ve reduced the welfare rolls by a million
and a half by working with States to move
people from welfare to work. We think we
can go all the way. We can take 800,000 kids
and mothers off welfare tomorrow if we just
got people to pay the child support they
owe.’’ And so we changed the law to do that.

And we said—so we said, ‘‘Here is the new
deal. We’re going to have national protection
for the medical care for poor people and

their children. We’re going to have national
protection for the nutritional needs of poor
people and their children. We’re going to
have a national program that guarantees child
care so when people go to work, even if
they’re in lower-wage jobs, from welfare to
work, they won’t have to worry about their
kids. They’ll be able to pay for child care.’’

But we said, ‘‘We’re going to take the
money that used to be in the check itself—
the Federal and the State money and give
that money to the States, and then the States
will have to design a program that will move
people from welfare to work within 2 years.
Now, when you make this decision for Gov-
ernors, there will be no question more im-
portant than, who do you trust to really care
about giving the people who have been
trapped on welfare the same kind of life we
want for all American families. We want peo-
ple to succeed as parents and succeed as
workers. Frank O’Bannon will do that, and
I want you to give him the chance to do it.

Let me say, too, with some particular pride
that I have two people who work for me in
the White House who come from near here.
My military aide, June Ryan, a Lieutenant
Commander in the Coast Guard, whose par-
ents live near South Bend, near here. That’s
not very far. I think they play football there,
somebody told me. And one of my
speechwriters, Carolyn Curiel’s parents, An-
gela and Alex, live in Hammond. So I feel
like I’m near home at least for them. Is any-
body here from Hammond, Indiana? Yes,
that’s good.

Finally, let me say a special word of thanks
to those who have participated to make me
feel so welcome. There were 2,000 folks, I’ll
bet you, who met my train just across the
river, so I’m going to count them in the may-
or’s crowd, or the Governor—they can fight
over who got them here, but I was glad to
see them. And on the way, to Michigan City
ROTC High School Color Guard made me
feel very welcome. I thank them.

I want to thank the Michigan City High
School Band who’s playing over here. What
a wonderful job they did. Thank you. I want
to thank a teacher who is behind me, named
Stacy Reisdorf. She and her 8th grade class
wrote me when I was coming. And I want
to thank—look at all the students back there
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who made posters and who showed up—all
the students from Michigan City. Thank you
very much. I want to thank the National
Guard for providing water. And if you need
the water, take it. I don’t want anybody pass-
ing out here. I want you to be just hot enough
to be excited but not any more.

And let me finally say, I know that there
was an accident here earlier, and I want you
to keep those folks in your prayers. As far
as we know, they’re okay, but we haven’t got-
ten a final report. And let me also say to all
of you, I don’t think you can imagine what
it means to me to see you out here, to see—
when you read and you hear people say,
‘‘Well, nobody believes in the political system
anymore. People are cynical,’’ and this, that
and the other thing—I don’t see any cynicism
here. I see America and America’s future and
I like what I see.

And while we’re talking about the fu-
ture——

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. Thank you.
Let me say one thing about the future be-

fore I go on. I appreciated what Governor
Bayh said about the relationship that he and
Susan have had with Hillary and me. It’s way
beyond politics and beyond the fact that
we’re in the same party, beyond the fact that
we served as Governors together for years.
They are our friends, and they’re two of the
finest people I have ever met. You have been
very fortunate to be served by them.

I don’t know what the future holds for
them. But I wouldn’t be surprised at all if
someday Evan Bayh were to come back here
to Michigan City as the President of the
United States. And I’d like to see you out
here for him.

Folks, we’ve had a lot of fun at our conven-
tion, but I’ve had just as much fun with
America. A few days ago, Hillary and Chelsea
and I went to Huntington, West Virginia, and
then Hillary went on home to Chicago, and
Chelsea and I started this train trip through
West Virginia and Kentucky and Ohio, and
then into Michigan, and finally, here into In-
diana.

And I took that train trip for two reasons.
First of all, with an enormous sense of humil-
ity, I’m on my way to Chicago to accept the

nomination of my party for the Presidency
for the second time. It is—

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. You know, unless I run
for the school board or something some day,
it will be the last race I ever make. And I
wanted to take this trip through the heartland
to look into the faces, the eyes, the hearts
of the people that I ran for President to help,
the people I have worked for and fought for
for 4 years. And I have loved every mile of
the track, all the people I have seen.

But I also wanted the American people to
see, including all the people in all the little
towns that came out to see the train come,
all the school children standing by the road,
all the people who put their pennies on the
rails so the train would give them flat pen-
nies—[laughter]—all the flags. Even some of
the loyal opposition that came. I wanted
them all to see that we were not only on
the right track to Chicago, we are on the right
track to the 21st century. And that’s the track
we’re going to stay on.

You know, I told you 4 years ago if you
would hire me as President I would do my
best to prepare this country for the next cen-
tury. It’s only 4 years away now. And I want
us to go into that century with the American
dream alive for every single person who is
willing to work for it. I want us to go into
that century with this country still the world’s
strongest force for peace and freedom and
prosperity.

I want to go into that century—you look
around this crowd today—where we can say
other people in the world may be in the grips,
the throes of division, other nations may be
divided by race, by ethnicity, by tribe, by reli-
gion. But in America, if you believe in the
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the Dec-
laration of Independence, and you show up
for work every day as a good citizen, you’re
our kind of American, we’re all in this to-
gether. We’re going forward together.

Well, now, you tell me—so I wanted to
go out and see the people after 4 years. Four
years ago we had high unemployment, stag-
nant wages, a host of unmet social challenges.
We had enormous growing cynicism and we
were afraid the middle class dreams that have
always driven America were dying.
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Four years later we have 10 million new
jobs, 41⁄2 million new homeowners, 10 mil-
lion homeowners with lower mortgage rates,
a record number of new small businesses,
record exports, record businesses owned by
women and minorities. We have—America
is on the move. For the first time in a decade,
wages are on the rise again for the first time
in 10 years in the United States.

The crime rate has come down for 4 years
in a row as we have given police officers and
citizens at the local level the tools they need
to make the most of their capacity for safe
streets. We’re putting 100,000 more police
on the streets. We did pass the Brady bill
and 100,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers lost
their handguns. But no hunters in Indiana
or Arkansas did. We did the right thing.

We’re investing more in safe and drug-free
schools to try to put more of those D.A.R.E.
officers in the schools and provide more edu-
cation, more prevention, more treatment, as
well as tougher punishment to keep our kids
away from the problems that come with ris-
ing drug abuse. We have taken stands for
the American family; 12 million American
working families have been able to take a
little time off from work for a baby’s birth
or a sick parent without losing their job.
That’s good for America.

We have moved aggressively to prove that
you can clean up our environment and pro-
mote the public health and advance the econ-
omy by doing it—50 million Americans are
breathing cleaner air. We cleaned up more
toxic waste dumps in 3 years than were
cleaned up in 12 years. We are moving to
protect the American environment and grow
the American economy. And we can do both.

And we have done this in a way that brings
the American people together. We have
faced a lot of tough challenges around the
world, and I’ve had to do some things that
were, frankly, unpopular with a majority of
you. But because we went in to Bosnia with
our allies, no soldier has fallen in combat so
far there, but the slaughter has ended and
the people at least are being given a chance
to get over the madness of their ethnic
hatreds and go on with civilized life and be
a part of a free Europe and a free world.

And because we have worked with the
Russians to be free, to promote their democ-

racy, to promote their economy, to get their
troops out of other countries, to be a con-
structive partner, for the first time since nu-
clear weapons were developed, in the last 4
years, there is not a single nuclear weapon
pointed at an American child anywhere in
this country. And I am proud of that.

And let me say again how much I appre-
ciated what Tim Roemer said and what Evan
Bayh said about that budget battle I had with
the Congress. Folks, I always wanted to bal-
ance the budget. I was a Governor for 12
years before I was President. I had 12 bal-
anced budgets. I couldn’t believe we quad-
rupled the debt of this country in just 12
years. I want you to know that tonight not
only have we cut the deficit by 60 percent,
your budget would have a surplus tonight if
it weren’t for the interest we pay on the debt
run up in the 12 years before I became Presi-
dent. Let’s don’t go back and repeat that mis-
take again. Let’s keep on going. Let’s keep
on going until we finish the job.

You know, every time an election rolls
around they say the public doesn’t really care
about the deficit, it’s an abstract concept. Let
me tell you something, it’s not abstract. It’s
not only whether we’re going to saddle all
these kids with a debt they can’t pay, if you
bring the deficit down the way we have, that
brings interest rates down. What does that
mean when interest rates come down? It
means your house payment, you car pay-
ment, your credit card payment goes down,
Even more important, maybe, it means busi-
ness people can go borrow money, invest it
in businesses, and create new jobs. That’s
why we have over 10 million new jobs, be-
cause we’ve got a healthy climate to invest
and to grow and to move this country for-
ward.

Now, folks, that’s the record, that’s the
past. But we’ve got more to do. We’ve got
to keep going until every single citizen in this
country who is willing to work for it has a
chance to participate in the American dream.
We’ve got to keep going until all our streets
are so safe that if you come home at night
and turn on the evening news and the lead
story is a crime story, you are shocked instead
of numb to it. That’s when we’ll know we
have the crime problem whipped.
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We’ve got to keep going until every single
one of our children can read well by the 3d
grade; until every single one of our teenagers
know that drugs are dangerous. They’re not
only illegal, they will kill you. We have got
to turn that around. We’ve got to keep going
until we solve the problems of America and
take everybody into the 21st century—every-
body.

We’ve got to keep going until every Amer-
ican believes that we cannot afford to look
down on one another. That’s why I took such
a strong stand against these church burnings,
and why I lash out every time a synagogue
or an Islamic center is defaced, and why I
was appalled when those African-American
Special Forces personnel in North Carolina
came home to find swastikas painted on their
doors.

I bet you we’ve got some former Special
Forces people in this crowd today. I’ll tell
you what they are: They’re special forces.
That means tonight at midnight if I wake
them up and I tell them to go halfway around
the world to put their lives on the line and
defend you, they will do it and say, ‘‘Yes sir,’’
and be glad to go. They do not deserve to
have swastikas put on their doors. We’ve got
to keep going until that is not a problem any-
more. We’ve got to keep going.

There are 25 million Americans who were
helped last week when we signed the Ken-
nedy-Kassebaum bill to say you can’t lose
your health insurance if you got sick or if
you change jobs. But we’ve got to keep going
until unemployed families, when they lose
their jobs, get a little help so they can actually
afford to keep their health insurance.

We’ve got to keep going until small-busi-
ness people in this country can not only af-
ford to invest in their business—because
we’ve given every single one of them a tax
cut if they invest more in their business in
the last 4 years—we’ve got to keep going
until small-business people can actually af-
ford those health insurance policies that the
rest of us enjoy for their employees and
themselves.

We raised the minimum wage for 10 mil-
lion Americans last week. But we’ve got to
keep going. We’ve got to keep going until
every American has access to a good edu-
cation that will lift all our income. That’s why

I say we ought to have a family-friendly tar-
geted tax cut that we can afford that focuses
on giving the American people the ability to
take out IRA that they can save for with a
family income up to $100,000 and then with-
draw from to pay for a college education, to
pay for a first home, to pay for medical insur-
ance. That’s the kind of tax cut we need.

We ought to give families a tax deduction
for the cost of college tuition; a tax credit
for a community college education for 2 years
so everybody in America can have 2 years
of education after high school. We can afford
that. We can balance the budget. It will make
us a stronger country.

I want you to support that. I want you to
support 4 more years, not just of Bill Clinton
and Al Gore, I want you to support 4 more
years of more opportunity, more responsibil-
ity, and more community. I want you to sup-
port the idea that when the year 2000 comes
around we will go roaring into the 21st cen-
tury as the greatest nation in the world, with
our best days before us.

Will you help me for the next 70 days?
Will you stand with us for 4 more years? Will
you talk to your friends and neighbors and
ask them to go forward with us?

Thank you. God bless you. On to Chicago.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. at the
Old Lighthouse in Washington Park. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mayor Sheila Bergerson
Brillson of Michigan City, IN. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Executive Order 13016—
Amendment to Executive Order
12580
August 28, 1996

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including section 115
of the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of
1980, as amended (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.)
(the ‘‘Act’’), and section 301 of title 3, United
States Code, I hereby order that Executive
Order No. 12580 of January 23, 1987, be
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amended by adding to section 4 the following
new subsections:

Section 1. A new subsection (c)(3) is
added to read as follows:

‘‘(3) Subject to subsections (a) and (b)(1)
of this section, the functions vested in
the President by sections 106(a) and 122
(except subsection (b)(1)) of the Act are
delegated to the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, the Secretary of Commerce, the
Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary
of Defense, and the Secretary of En-
ergy, to be exercised only with the con-
currence of the Coast Guard, with re-
spect to any release or threatened re-
lease in the coastal zone, Great Lakes
waters, ports, and harbors, affecting (1)
natural resources under their trustee-
ship, or (2) a vessel or facility subject
to their custody, jurisdiction, or control.
Such authority shall not be exercised at
any vessel or facility at which the Coast
Guard is the lead Federal agency for the
conduct or oversight of a response ac-
tion. Such authority shall not be con-
strued to authorize or permit use of the
Hazardous Substance Superfund to im-
plement section 106 or to fund perform-
ance of any response action in lieu of
the payment by a person who receives
but does not comply with an order pur-
suant to section 106(a), where such
order has been issued by the Secretary
of the Interior, the Secretary of Com-
merce, the Secretary of Agriculture, the
Secretary of Defense, or the Secretary
of Energy. This subsection shall not be
construed to limit any authority dele-
gated by any other section of this order.
Authority granted under this subsection
shall be exercised in a manner to ensure
interagency coordination that enhances
efficiency and effectiveness.’’

Sec. 2. A new subsection (d)(3) is added
to section 4 to read as follows:

‘‘(3) Subject to subsections (a), (b)(1),
and (c)(1) of this section, the functions
vested in the President by sections
106(a) and 122 (except subsection
(b)(1)) of the Act are delegated to the
Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary
of Commerce, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Secretary of Defense, and

the Department of Energy, to be exer-
cised only with the concurrence of the
Administrator, with respect to any re-
lease or threatened release affecting (1)
natural resources under their trustee-
ship, or (2) a vessel or facility subject
to their custody, jurisdiction, or control.
Such authority shall not be exercised at
any vessel or facility at which the Ad-
ministrator is the lead Federal official
for the conduct or oversight of a re-
sponse action. Such authority shall not
be construed to authorize or permit use
of the Hazardous Substance Superfund
to implement section 106 or to fund per-
formance of any response action in lieu
of the payment by a person who receives
but does not comply with an order pur-
suant to section 106(a), where such
order has been issued by the Secretary
of the Interior, the Secretary of Com-
merce, the Secretary of Agriculture, the
Secretary of Defense, or the Secretary
of Energy. This subsection shall not be
construed to limit any authority dele-
gated by any other section of this order.
Authority granted under this subsection
shall be exercised in a manner to ensure
interagency coordination that enhances
efficiency and effectiveness.’’

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 28, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 29, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on August 30.

Remarks at the University of Chicago
in Chicago, Illinois
August 29, 1996

Hello! Thank you. Thank you so much.
Thank you. Let me say that it is great to be
in Chicago. I want to say to the mayor and
to Maggie and to all of the Daley family and
to the Members of Congress who are here
and all those who are on the committee and
all the people who have worked so hard to
make our Democratic Party feel at home in
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Chicago, this convention has succeeded be-
yond our wildest dreams. We thank you, Chi-
cago; you have been wonderful. You have
been wonderful.

While you’ve been here having a good time
with all my family, I have been on a train.
We’ve been on a train—Hillary and Chelsea
and I went to West Virginia on Sunday, and
then Hillary came here to be with you. And
Chelsea stayed with me another day or so,
and we went to Kentucky and to Ohio and
to Michigan.

Last night we had—after Hillary spoke at
the convention last night—and I thought she
did a great job—last night we had over
20,000 people at Michigan State University
in East Lansing to meet our train. And then
after the convention last night I called Gov-
ernor Bayh from Indiana, and I said—I said
two things. I said, one, ‘‘I liked your speech,
and thank you for giving it,’’ and I said, ‘‘but
you know I just was in East Lansing, and
we had over 20,000 people there.’’ So when
we got to Indiana today, we had 30,000 peo-
ple in Indiana. [Laughter]

It’s been a wonderful, wonderful trip. I
took that trip for two reasons. As all of you
know, when I accept the nomination of our
party tomorrow night and start this cam-
paign, it will be the first American campaign
for the 21st century and the last campaign
for Bill Clinton. I wanted to be on that track
because I wanted to look into the eyes, into
the faces, and into the hearts of people who
live in the heartland of America, the people
I have worked for and fought for for the last
4 years. And I liked what I saw. And I wanted
them to see that our train was not only on
the right track to Chicago, we’re on the right
track to the 21st century. And that’s what
this convention and this campaign is all
about.

To all of you who’ve been here, to all of
those who’ve spoken, I have been immensely
proud of everything I’ve seen. I’ve followed
all of the proceedings as well as I could. I’ve
been up too late watching the replays to see
what everyone said and what everyone did.
And I don’t want to give my speech tomorrow
night here tonight, but just let me say the
best is yet to come, the best days of America,
the best days of the Clinton/Gore administra-

tion, the best days of our efforts together to
lift up our country and move forward.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:22 p.m. at the
university baseball field. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chicago and
his wife, Margaret. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the Resignation of
Political Consultant Dick Morris
August 29, 1996

Dick Morris is my friend, and he is a su-
perb political strategist. I am and always will
be grateful for the great contributions he has
made to my campaigns, and for the invalu-
able work he has done for me over the last
2 years.

Remarks Accepting the Presidential
Nomination at the Democratic
National Convention in Chicago
August 29, 1996

The President. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Vice
President, my fellow Democrats, and my fel-
low Americans: thank you for your nomina-
tion. I don’t know if I can find a fancy way
to say this, but I accept.

So many have contributed to the record
we have made for the American people, but
one above all, my partner, my friend, and
the best Vice President in our history, Al
Gore.

Tonight I thank the city of Chicago, its
great mayor, and its wonderful people for this
magnificent convention. I love Chicago for
many reasons, for your powerful spirit, your
sports teams, your lively politics, but most
of all for the love and light of my life, Chi-
cago’s daughter Hillary.

Four years ago, you and I set forth on a
journey to bring our vision to our country,
to keep the American dream alive for all who
were willing to work for it, to make our
American community stronger, to keep
America the world’s strongest force for peace
and freedom and prosperity.

Four years ago, with high unemployment,
stagnant wages, crime, welfare, and the defi-
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cit on the rise, with a host of unmet chal-
lenges and a rising tide of cynicism, I told
you about a place I was born, and I told you
that I still believed in a place called Hope.

Well, for 4 years now, to realize our vision
we have pursued a simple but profound strat-
egy: opportunity for all, responsibility from
all, a strong united American community.

Four days ago, as you were making your
way here, I began a train ride to make my
way to Chicago through America’s heartland.
I wanted to see the faces, I wanted to hear
the voices of the people for whom I have
worked and fought these last 4 years. And
did I ever see them.

I met an ingenious business woman who
was once on welfare in West Virginia; a brave
police officer, shot and paralyzed, now a civic
leader in Kentucky; an autoworker in Ohio,
once unemployed, now proud to be working
in the oldest auto plant in America to help
make America number one in auto produc-
tion again for the first time in 20 years. I
met a grandmother fighting for her
grandson’s environment in Michigan. And I
stood with two wonderful little children
proudly reading from their favorite book,
‘‘The Little Engine That Could.’’

At every stop, large and exuberant crowds
greeted me. And maybe more important,
when we just rolled through little towns there
were always schoolchildren there waving
their American flags, all of them believing
in America and its future. I would not have
missed that trip for all the world, for that
trip showed me that hope is back in America.
We are on the right track to the 21st century.

Look at the facts, just look at the facts:
4.4 million Americans now living in a home
of their own for the first time; hundreds of
thousands of women have started their own
new businesses; more minorities own busi-
nesses than ever before; record numbers of
new small businesses and exports.

Look at what’s happened. We have the
lowest combined rates of unemployment, in-
flation, and home mortgages in 28 years.
Look at what happened: 10 million new jobs,
over half of them high-wage jobs; 10 million
workers getting the raise they deserve with
the minimum wage law; 25 million people
now having protection in their health insur-
ance because the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill

says you can’t lose your insurance anymore
when you change jobs, even if somebody in
your family has been sick; 40 million Ameri-
cans with more pension security; a tax cut
for 15 million of our hardest working, hardest
pressed Americans, and all small businesses;
12 million Americans—12 million of them—
taking advantage of the family and medical
leave law so they can be good parents and
good workers. Ten million students have
saved money on their college loans. We are
making our democracy work.

We have also passed political reform, the
line-item veto, the motor voter bill, tougher
registration laws for lobbyists, making Con-
gress live under the laws they impose on the
private sector, stopping unfunded mandates
to State and local government. We’ve come
a long way; we’ve got one more thing to do.
Will you help me get campaign finance re-
form in the next 4 years? [Applause]

We have increased our investments in re-
search and technology. We have increased
investments in breast cancer research dra-
matically. We are developing a supercom-
puter—a supercomputer that will do more
calculating in a second than a person with
a hand-held calculator can do in 30,000 years.
More rapid development of drugs to deal
with HIV and AIDS and moving them to the
market quicker have almost doubled life ex-
pectancy in only 4 years. And we are looking
at no limit in sight to that. We’ll keep going
until normal life is returned to people who
deal with this.

Our country is still the strongest force for
peace and freedom on Earth. On issues that
once before tore us apart, we have changed
the old politics of Washington. For too long,
leaders in Washington asked, who’s to
blame? But we asked, what are we going to
do?

On crime, we’re putting 100,000 police on
the streets. We made ‘‘three strikes and
you’re out’’ the law of the land. We stopped
60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers from
getting handguns under the Brady bill. We
banned assault rifles. We supported tougher
punishment and prevention programs to
keep our children from drugs and gangs and
violence. Four years now—for four years
now—the crime rate in America has gone
down.
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On welfare, we worked with States to
launch a quiet revolution. Today there are
1.8 million fewer people on welfare than
there were the day I took the oath of office.
We are moving people from welfare to work.

We have increased child support collec-
tions by 40 percent. The Federal work force
is the smallest it has been since John Ken-
nedy. And the deficit has come down for 4
years in a row for the first time since before
the Civil War, down 60 percent on the way
to zero. We will do it.

We are on the right track to the 21st cen-
tury. We are on the right track. But our work
is not finished. What should we do? First,
let us consider how to proceed. Again I say,
the question is no longer who’s to blame but
what to do.

I believe that Bob Dole and Jack Kemp
and Ross Perot love our country, and they
have worked hard to serve it. It is legitimate,
even necessary, to compare our record with
theirs, our proposals for the future with
theirs. And I expect them to make a vigorous
effort to do the same. But I will not attack.
I will not attack them personally or permit
others to do it in this party if I can prevent
it. My fellow Americans, this must be—this
must be a campaign of ideas, not a campaign
of insults. The American people deserve it.

Now, here’s the main idea: I love and re-
vere the rich and proud history of America.
And I am determined to take our best tradi-
tions into the future. But with all respect,
we do not need to build a bridge to the past.
We need to build a bridge to the future. And
that is what I commit to you to do.

So tonight, tonight let us resolve to build
that bridge to the 21st century, to meet our
challenges and protect our values. Let us
build a bridge to help our parents raise their
children, to help young people and adults to
get the education and training they need, to
make our streets safer, to help Americans
succeed at home and at work, to break the
cycle of poverty and dependence, to protect
our environment for generations to come,
and to maintain our world leadership for
peace and freedom. Let us resolve to build
that bridge.

Tonight, my fellow Americans, I ask all of
our fellow citizens to join me and to join you
in building that bridge to the 21st century.

Four years from now, just 4 years from
now—think of it—we begin a new century,
full of enormous possibilities. We have to
give the American people the tools they need
to make the most of their God-given poten-
tial. We must make the basic bargain of op-
portunity and responsibility available to all
Americans, not just a few. That is the prom-
ise of the Democratic Party. That is the
promise of America.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
in which we expand opportunity through
education, where computers are as much a
part of the classroom as blackboards, where
highly trained teachers demand peak per-
formance from our students, where every 8-
year-old can point to a book and say, ‘‘I can
read it myself.’’

By the year 2000, the single most critical
thing we can do is to give every single Amer-
ican who wants it the chance to go to college.
We must make 2 years of college just as uni-
versal in 4 years as a high school education
is today. And we can do it. We can do it,
and we should cut taxes to do it.

I propose a $1,500-a-year tuition tax credit
for Americans, a HOPE Scholarship for the
first 2 years of college to make the typical
community college education available to
every American. I believe every working fam-
ily ought also to be able to deduct up to
$10,000 in college tuition costs per year for
education after that. I believe the families
of this country ought to be able to save
money for college in a tax-free IRA, save it
year-in and year-out, withdraw it for college
education without penalty. We should not tax
middle-income Americans for the money
they spend on college. We’ll get the money
back down the road many times over.

I want to say here, before I go further,
that these tax cuts and every other one I
mention tonight are all fully paid for in my
balanced budget plan, line-by-line, dime-by-
dime, and they focus on education.

Now, one thing so many of our fellow
Americans are learning is that education no
longer stops on graduation day. I have pro-
posed a new ‘‘GI bill’’ for American workers,
a $2,600 grant for unemployed and under-
employed Americans so that they can get the
training and the skills they need to go back
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to work at better paying jobs, good high-
skilled jobs for a good future.

But we must demand excellence at every
level of education. We must insist that our
students learn the old basics we learned and
the new basics they have to know for the
next century. Tonight let us set a clear na-
tional goal: All children should be able to
read on their own by the third grade. When
40 percent of our 8-year-olds cannot read as
well as they should, we have to do something.
I want to send 30,000 reading specialists and
national service corps members to mobilize
a voluntary army of one million reading tu-
tors for third graders all across America.
They will teach our young children to read.

Let me say to our parents: You have to
lead the way. Every tired night you spend
reading a book to your child will be worth
it many times over. I know that Hillary and
I still talk about the books we read to Chelsea
when we were so tired we could hardly stay
awake. We still remember them, and more
important, so does she. But we’re going to
help the parents of this country make every
child able to read for himself or herself by
the age of 8, by the third grade. Do you be-
lieve we can do that? [Applause] Will you
help us do that? [Applause]

We must give parents, all parents, the right
to choose which public school their children
will attend and to let teachers form new char-
ter schools with a charter they can keep only
if they do a good job. We must keep our
schools open late so that young people have
someplace to go and something to say yes
to and stay off the street.

We must require that our students pass
tough tests to keep moving up in school. A
diploma has to mean something when they
get out. We should reward teachers that are
doing a good job, remove those who don’t
measure up. But in every case, never forget
that none of us would be here tonight if it
weren’t for our teachers. I know I wouldn’t.
We ought to lift them up, not tear them
down.

We need schools that will take our chil-
dren into the next century. We need schools
that are rebuilt and modernized with an un-
precedented commitment from the National
Government to increase school construction
and with every single library and classroom

in America connected to the information su-
perhighway by the year 2000.

Now, folks, if we do these things, every
8-year-old will be able to read, every 12-year-
old will be able to log in on the Internet,
every 18-year-old will be able to go to col-
lege, and all Americans will have the knowl-
edge they need to cross that bridge to the
21st century.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
in which we create a strong and growing
economy to preserve the legacy of oppor-
tunity for the next generation, by balancing
our budget in a way that protects our values
and ensuring that every family will be able
to own and protect the value of their most
important asset, their home.

Tonight let us proclaim to the American
people we will balance the budget. And let
us also proclaim, we will do it in a way that
preserves Medicare, Medicaid, education,
the environment, the integrity of our pen-
sions, the strength of our people.

Now, last year when the Republican Con-
gress sent me a budget that violated those
values and principles, I vetoed it. And I
would do it again tomorrow. I could never
allow cuts that devastate education for our
children, that pollute our environment, that
end the guarantee of health care for those
who are served under Medicaid, that end our
duty or violate our duty to our parents
through Medicare. I just couldn’t do that. As
long as I’m President, I’ll never let it happen.
And it doesn’t matter if they try again, as
they did before, to use the blackmail threat
of a shutdown of the Federal Government
to force these things on the American people.
We didn’t let it happen before. We won’t
let it happen again.

Of course, there is a better answer to this
dilemma. We could have the right kind of
balanced budget with a new Congress, a
Democratic Congress.

I want to balance the budget with real cuts
in Government, in waste. I want a plan that
invests in education, as mine does, in tech-
nology, and yes, in research, as Christopher
Reeve so powerfully reminded us we must
do.

And my plan gives Americans tax cuts that
will help our economy to grow. I want to
expand IRA’s so that young people can save
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tax-free to buy a first home. Tonight I pro-
pose a new tax cut for home-ownership that
says to every middle-income working family
in this country, if you sell your home you
will not have to pay a capital gains tax on
it ever, not ever. I want every American to
be able to hear those beautiful words, ‘‘wel-
come home.’’

Let me say again, every tax cut I call for
tonight is targeted, it’s responsible, and it is
paid for within my balanced budget plan. My
tax cuts will not undermine our economy,
they will speed economic growth.

We should cut taxes for the family sending
a child to college, for the worker returning
to college, for the family saving to buy a
home or for long-term health care, and a
$500-per-child credit for middle-income
families raising their children who need help
with child care and what the children will
do after school. That is the right way to cut
taxes, pro-family, pro-education, pro-eco-
nomic growth.

Now, our opponents have put forward a
very different plan, a risky $550 billion tax
scheme that will force them to ask for even
bigger cuts in Medicare, Medicaid, edu-
cation, and the environment than they passed
and I vetoed last year. But even then they
will not cover the costs of their scheme, so
that even then this plan will explode the defi-
cit, which will increase interest rates by 2
percent, according to their own estimates last
year. It will require huge cuts in the very
investments we need to grow and to grow
together and, at the same time, slow down
the economy.

You know what higher interest rates
mean? To you it means a higher mortgage
payment, a higher car payment, a higher
credit card payment. To our economy it
means business people will not borrow as
much money, invest as much money, create
as many new jobs, create as much wealth,
raise as many wages. Do we really want to
make that same mistake all over again?

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. Do we really want to stop

economic growth again?
Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. Do we really want to start

piling up another mountain of debt?
Audience members. No-o-o!

The President. Do we want to bring back
the recession of 1991 and ’92?

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. Do we want to weaken our

bridge to the 21st century?
Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. Of course we don’t. We

have an obligation, you and I, to leave our
children a legacy of opportunity, not a legacy
of debt. Our budget would be balanced
today, we would have a surplus today, if we
didn’t have to make the interest payments
on the debt run up in the 12 years before
the Clinton/Gore administration took office.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. So let me say this is one
of those areas in which I respectfully disagree
with my opponent. I don’t believe we should
bet the farm, and I certainly don’t believe
we should bet the country. We should stay
on the right track to the 21st century.

Opportunity alone is not enough. I want
to build an America in the 21st century in
which all Americans take personal respon-
sibility for themselves, their families, their
communities, and their country. I want our
Nation to take responsibility to make sure
that every single child can look out the win-
dow in the morning and see a whole commu-
nity getting up and going to work.

We want these young people to know the
thrill of the first paycheck, the challenge of
starting that first business, the pride in fol-
lowing in a parent’s footsteps. The welfare
reform law I signed last week gives America
a chance, but not a guarantee, to have that
kind of new beginning, to have a new social
bargain with the poor, guaranteeing health
care, child care, and nutrition for the chil-
dren but requiring able-bodied parents to
work for the income.

Now I say to all of you, whether you sup-
ported the law or opposed it, but especially
to those who supported it, we have a respon-
sibility, we have a moral obligation to make
sure the people who are being required to
work have the opportunity to work. We must
make sure the jobs are there. There should
be one million new jobs for welfare recipi-
ents by the year 2000. States under this law
can now take the money that was spent on
the welfare check and use it to help busi-
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nesses provide paychecks. I challenge every
State to do it soon.

I propose also to give businesses a tax cred-
it for every person hired off welfare and kept
employed. I propose to offer private job
placement firms a bonus for every welfare
recipient they place in a job who stays in it.
And more important, I want to help commu-
nities put welfare recipients to work right
now, without delay, repairing schools, mak-
ing their neighborhoods clean and safe, mak-
ing them shine again. There’s lots of work
to be done out there. Our cities can find ways
to put people to work and bring dignity and
strength back to these families.

My fellow Americans, I have spent an
enormous amount of time with our dear
friend the late Ron Brown and with Secretary
Kantor and others opening markets for
America around the world. And I’m proud
of every one we opened. But let us never
forget, the greatest untapped market for
American enterprise is right here in America,
in the inner cities, in the rural areas, who
have not felt this recovery. With investment
and business and jobs, they can become our
partners in the future. And it’s a great oppor-
tunity we ought not to pass up.

I propose more empowerment zones like
the one we have right here in Chicago to
draw business into poor neighborhoods. I
propose more community development
banks, like the South Shore Bank right here
in Chicago, to help people in those neighbor-
hoods start their own small businesses. More
jobs, more incomes, new markets for Amer-
ica right here at home making welfare reform
a reality. [Applause]

Now, folks, you cheered—and I thank
you—but the Government can only do so
much. The private sector has to provide most
of these jobs. So I want to say again, tonight
I challenge every business person in America
who has ever complained about the failure
of the welfare system to try to hire somebody
off welfare and try hard. [Applause] Thank
you. After all, the welfare system you used
to complain about is not here anymore.
There is no more ‘‘who’s to blame’’ on wel-
fare. Now the only question is what to do.
And we all have a responsibility, especially
those who have criticized what was passed
and who have asked for a change and who

have the ability to give poor people a chance
to grow and support their families. I want
to build a bridge to the 21st century that ends
the permanent under class, that lifts up the
poor and ends their isolation, their exile. And
they’re not forgotten anymore. [Applause]
Thank you.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. I want to build a bridge
to the 21st century where our children are
not killing other children anymore, where
children’s lives are not shattered by violence
at home or in the schoolyard, where a gen-
eration of young people are not left to raise
themselves on the streets.

With more police and punishment and
prevention, the crime rate has dropped for
4 years in a row now. But we cannot rest,
because we know it’s still too high. We can-
not rest until crime is a shocking exception
to our daily lives, not news as usual. Will you
stay with me until we reach that good day?
[Applause]

My fellow Americans, we all owe a great
debt to Sarah and Jim Brady, and I’m glad
they took their wrong turn and wound up
in Chicago. I was glad to see that. It is to
them we owe the good news that 60,000 fel-
ons, fugitives, and stalkers couldn’t get hand-
guns because of the Brady bill. But not a
single hunter in Arkansas or New Hampshire
or Illinois or anyplace else missed a hunting
season.

But now I say we should extend the Brady
bill, because anyone who has committed an
act of domestic violence against a spouse or
a child should not buy a gun. And we must
ban those cop-killer bullets. They are de-
signed for one reason only, to kill police offi-
cers. We ask the police to keep us safe. We
owe it to them to help keep them safe while
they do their job for us.

We should pass a victim’s rights constitu-
tional amendment because victims deserve
to be heard; they need to know when an as-
sailant is released. They need to know these
things, and the only way to guarantee them
is through a constitutional amendment.

We have made a great deal of progress.
Even the crime rate among young people is
finally coming down. So it is very, very pain-
ful to me that drug use among young people
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is up. Drugs nearly killed my brother when
he was a young man, and I hate them. He
fought back. He’s here tonight with his wife,
his little boy is here, and I’m really proud
of him. But I learned something—I learned
something in going through that long night-
mare with our family. And I can tell you,
something has happened to some of our
young people; they simply don’t think these
drugs are dangerous anymore, or they think
the risk is acceptable. So beginning with our
parents, and without regard to our party, we
have to renew our energy to teach this gen-
eration of young people the hard, cold truth:
Drugs are deadly; drugs are wrong; drugs can
cost you your life.

General Barry McCaffrey, the four-star
general who led our fight against drugs in
Latin America, now leads our crusade against
drugs at home: stopping more drugs at our
borders, cracking down on those who sell
them, and most important of all, pursuing
a national antidrug strategy whose primary
aim is to turn our children away from drugs.
I call on Congress to give him every cent
of funding we have requested for this strat-
egy and to do it now.

There is more we will do. We should say
to parolees: We will test you for drugs; if
you go back on them, we will send you back
to jail. We will say to gangs: We will break
you with the same antiracketeering law we
used to put mob bosses in jail. You’re not
going to kill our kids anymore or turn them
into murderers before they’re teenagers.

My fellow Americans, if we’re going to
build that bridge to the 21st century we have
to make our children free, free of the vise
grip of guns and gangs and drugs, free to
build lives of hope.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
with a strong American community, begin-
ning with strong families, an America where
all children are cherished and protected from
destructive forces, where parents can suc-
ceed at home and at work. Everywhere I’ve
gone in America, people come up and talk
to me about their struggle with the demands
of work and their desire to do a better job
with their children. The very first person I
ever saw fight that battle was here with me
4 years ago, and tonight I miss her very, very
much. My irrepressible, hard-working, al-

ways optimistic mother did the best she
could for her brother and me, often against
very stiff odds. I learned from her just how
much love and determination can overcome.
But from her and from our life, I also learned
that no parent can do it alone. And no parent
should have to. She had the kind of help
every parent deserves, from our neighbors,
our friends, our teachers, our pastors, our
doctors, and so many more.

You know, when I started out in public
life with a lot of my friends from the Arkansas
delegation down here, there used to be a say-
ing from time to time that every man who
runs for public office will claim that he was
born in a log cabin he built with his own
hands. [Laughter] Well, my mother knew
better. And she made sure I did, too. Long
before she even met Hillary, my mother
knew it takes a village, and she was grateful
for the support she got.

As Tipper Gore and Hillary said on Tues-
day, we have, all of us in our administration,
worked hard to support families in raising
their children and succeeding at work. But
we must do more. We should extend the fam-
ily and medical leave law to give parents
some time off to take their children to regu-
lar doctor’s appointments or attend those
parent-teacher conferences at school. That is
a key determination of their success. We
should pass a flextime law that allows em-
ployees to take their overtime pay in money
or in time off, depending on what’s better
for their family.

The FDA has adopted new measures to
reduce advertising and sales of cigarettes to
children. The Vice President spoke so mov-
ingly of it last night. But let me remind you,
my fellow Americans, that is very much an
issue in this election because that battle is
far from over and the two candidates have
different views. I pledge to America’s parents
that I will see this effort all the way through.

Working with the entertainment industry,
we’re giving parents the V-chip. TV shows
are being rated for content so parents will
be able to make a judgment about whether
their small children should see them. And
3 hours of quality children’s programming
every week, on every network, are on the
way.
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The Kennedy-Kassebaum law says every
American can keep his or her health insur-
ance if they have to change jobs, even if
someone in their family has been sick. That
is a very important thing. But tonight we
should spell out the next steps. The first thing
we ought to do is to extend the benefits of
health care to people who are unemployed.
I propose in my balanced budget plan, paid
for, to help unemployed families keep their
health insurance for up to 6 months. A parent
may be without a job, but no child should
be without a doctor. And let me say again,
as the First Lady did on Tuesday, we should
protect mothers and newborn babies from
being forced out of the hospital in less than
48 hours.

We respect the individual conscience of
every American on the painful issue of abor-
tion but believe as a matter of law that this
decision should be left to a woman, her con-
science, her doctor, and her God. Abortion
should not only be safe and legal, it should
be rare. That’s why I helped to establish and
support a national effort to reduce out-of-
wedlock teen pregnancy, and that is why we
must promote adoption.

Last week the minimum wage bill I signed
contained a $5,000 credit to families who
adopt children, even more if the children
have disabilities. It put an end to racial dis-
crimination in the adoption process. It was
a good thing for America. My fellow Ameri-
cans, already there are tens of thousands of
children out there who need a good home
with loving parents. I hope more of them
will find it now.

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
with a clean and safe environment. We are
making our food safer from pesticides. We’re
protecting our drinking water and our air
from poisons. We saved Yellowstone from
mining. We established the largest national
park south of Alaska in the Mojave Desert
in California. We are working to save the pre-
cious Florida Everglades. And when the
leaders of this Congress invited the polluters
into the back room to roll back 25 years of
environmental protections that both parties
had always supported, I said no.

But we must do more. Today, 10 million
children live within just 4 miles of a toxic
waste dump. We have cleaned up 197 of

those dumps in the last 3 years, more than
in the previous 12 years combined. In the
next 4 years, we propose to clean up 500
more, two-thirds of all that are left and the
most dangerous ones. Our children should
grow up next to parks, not poison.

We should make it a crime even to attempt
to pollute. We should freeze the serious pol-
luter’s property until they clean up the prob-
lems they create. We should make it easier
for families to find out about toxic chemicals
in their neighborhoods so they can do more
to protect their own children. These are the
things that we must do to build that bridge
to the 21st century.

My fellow Americans, I want to build a
bridge to the 21st century that makes sure
we are still the nation with the world’s strong-
est defense, that our foreign policy still ad-
vances the values of our American commu-
nity in the community of nations. Our bridge
to the future must include bridges to other
nations, because we remain the world’s indis-
pensable nation to advance prosperity, peace,
and freedom and to keep our own children
safe from the dangers of terror and weapons
of mass destruction.

We have helped to bring democracy to
Haiti and peace to Bosnia. Now the peace
signed on the White House lawn between
the Israelis and the Palestinians must em-
brace more of Israel’s neighbors. The deep
desire for peace that Hillary and I felt when
we walked the streets of Belfast and Derry
must become real for all the people of North-
ern Ireland. And Cuba must finally join the
community of democracies.

Nothing in our lifetime has been more
heartening than when people of the former
Soviet Union and Central Europe broke the
grip of communism. We have aided their
progress, and I am proud of it. And I will
continue our strong partnership with a demo-
cratic Russia. And we will bring some of
Central Europe’s new democracies into
NATO so that they will never question their
own freedom in the future.

Our American exports are at record levels.
In the next 4 years, we have to break down
even more barriers to them, reaching out to
Latin America, to Africa, to other countries
in Asia, making sure that our workers and
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our products, the world’s finest, have the
benefit of free and fair trade.

In the last 4 years, we have frozen North
Korea’s nuclear weapons program. And I am
proud to say that tonight there is not a single
Russian nuclear missile pointed at an Amer-
ican child. Now we must enforce and ratify
without delay measures that further reduce
nuclear arsenals, banish poison gas, and ban
nuclear tests once and for all.

We have made investments, new invest-
ments, in our most important defense asset,
our magnificent men and women in uniform.
By the year 2000 we also will have increased
funding to modernize our weapons systems
by 40 percent. These commitments will make
sure that our military remains the best
trained, best equipped fighting force in the
entire world.

We are developing a sensible national mis-
sile defense, but we must not, not now, not
by the year 2000, squander $60 billion on
an unproved, ineffective Star Wars program
that could be obsolete tomorrow.

We are fighting terrorism on all fronts with
a three-pronged strategy. First, we are work-
ing to rally a world coalition with zero toler-
ance for terrorism. Just this month, I signed
a law imposing harsh sanctions on foreign
companies that invest in key sectors of the
Iranian and Libyan economies. As long as
Iran trains, supports, and protects terrorists,
as long as Libya refuses to give up the people
who blew up Pan Am 103, they will pay a
price from the United States.

Second, we must give law enforcement the
tools they need to take the fight to terrorists.
We need new laws to crack down on money
laundering and to prosecute and punish
those who commit violent acts against Amer-
ican citizens abroad, to add chemical markers
or taggants to gunpowder used in bombs so
we can crack the bombmakers, to extend the
same power police now have against orga-
nized crime to save lives by tapping all the
phones that terrorists use. Terrorists are as
big a threat to our future, perhaps bigger,
than organized crime. Why should we have
two different standards for a common threat
to the safety of America and our children?
We need, in short, the laws that Congress
refused to pass. And I ask them again, please,

as an American, not a partisan matter, pass
these laws now.

Third, we will improve airport and air trav-
el security. I have asked the Vice President
to establish a commission and report back
to me on ways to do this. But now we will
install the most sophisticated bomb-detec-
tion equipment in all our major airports. We
will search every airplane flying to or from
America from another nation, every flight,
every cargo hold, every cabin, every time.

My fellow Democrats and my fellow
Americans, I know that in most election sea-
sons foreign policy is not a matter of great
interest in the debates in the barbershops
and the cafes of America, on the plant floors
and at the bowling alleys. But there are
times, there are times when only America
can make the difference between war and
peace, between freedom and repression, be-
tween life and death. We cannot save all the
world’s children, but we can save many of
them. We cannot become the world’s police-
man, but where our values and our interests
are at stake and where we can make a dif-
ference, we must act and we must lead. That
is our job, and we are better, stronger, and
safer because we are doing it.

My fellow Americans, let me say one last
time, we can only build our bridge to the
21st century if we build it together and if
we’re willing to walk arm in arm across that
bridge together. I have spent so much of your
time that you gave me these last 4 years to
be your President worrying about the prob-
lems of Bosnia, the Middle East, Northern
Ireland, Rwanda, Burundi. What do these
places have in common? People are killing
each other and butchering children because
they are different from one another. They
share the same piece of land, but they are
different from one another. They hate their
race, their tribe, their ethnic group, their reli-
gion.

We have seen the terrible, terrible price
that people pay when they insist on fighting
and killing their neighbors over their dif-
ferences. In our own country, we have seen
America pay a terrible price for any form of
discrimination. And we have seen us grow
stronger as we have steadily let more and
more of our hatreds and our fears go, as we
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have given more and more of our people the
chance to live their dreams.

That is why the flame of our Statue of Lib-
erty, like the Olympic flame carried all across
America by thousands of citizen heroes, will
always, always burn brighter than the fires
that burn our churches, our synagogues, our
mosques—always.

Look around this hall tonight, and to our
fellow Americans watching on television, you
look around this hall tonight—there is every
conceivable difference here among the peo-
ple who are gathered. If we want to build
that bridge to the 21st century we have to
be willing to say loud and clear: If you believe
in the values of the Constitution, the Bill of
Rights, the Declaration of Independence, if
you’re willing to work hard and play by the
rules, you are part of our family and we’re
proud to be with you. [Applause] You cheer
now, because you know this is true. You know
this is true. When you walk out of this hall,
think about it. Live by it.

We still have too many Americans who
give in to their fears of those who are dif-
ferent from them. Not so long ago, swastikas
were painted on the doors of some African-
American members of our Special Forces at
Fort Bragg. Folks, for those of you who don’t
know what they do, the Special Forces are
just what the name says: they are special
forces. If I walk off this stage tonight and
call them on the telephone and tell them to
go halfway around the world and risk their
lives for you and be there by tomorrow at
noon, they will do it. They do not deserve
to have swastikas on their doors.

So look around here, look around here:
Old or young, healthy as a horse or a person
with a disability that hasn’t kept you down,
man or woman, Native American, native
born, immigrant, straight or gay, whatever,
the test ought to be I believe in the Constitu-
tion, the Bill of Rights, and the Declaration
of Independence. I believe in religious lib-
erty. I believe in freedom of speech. I believe
in working hard and playing by the rules. I’m
showing up for work tomorrow. I’m building
that bridge to the 21st century. That ought
to be the test.

My fellow Americans, 68 nights from to-
night the American people will face once
again a critical moment of decision. We’re

going to choose the last President of the 20th
century and the first President of the 21st
century. But the real choice is not that. The
real choice is whether we will build a bridge
to the future or a bridge to the past, about
whether we believe our best days are still
out there or our best days are behind us,
about whether we want a country of people
all working together or one where you’re on
your own.

Let us commit ourselves this night to rise
up and build the bridge we know we ought
to build all the way to the 21st century. Let
us have faith, American faith that we are not
leaving our greatness behind. We’re going to
carry it right on with us into that new cen-
tury, a century of new challenge and unlim-
ited promise. Let us, in short, do the work
that is before us, so that when our time here
is over, we will all watch the sun go down,
as we all must, and say truly, we have pre-
pared our children for the dawn.

My fellow Americans, after these 4 good,
hard years, I still believe in a place called
Hope, a place called America.

Thank you, God bless you, and good night.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. at United
Center. In his remarks, he referred to actor Chris-
topher Reeve, who was paralyzed in a horse riding
accident, and former White House Press Sec-
retary James S. Brady, who was wounded in the
1981 assassination attempt on President Ronald
Reagan. His wife, Sarah, is head of Hand Gun
Control, Inc. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

August 25
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to Huntington, WV. In the
afternoon, the President began a 4-day cam-
paign tour aboard the 21st Century Express
train and traveled to Ashland, KY. In the
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evening, he traveled to Chillicothe and Co-
lumbus, OH.

August 26
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Arlington, OH. In the evening, he traveled
to Bowling Green and Toledo, OH.

August 27
In the morning, the President traveled to

Wyandotte, MI. In the afternoon, he traveled
to Royal Oak, and in the evening, to East
Lansing, MI.

August 28
In the morning, the President traveled to

Battle Creek, MI. In the afternoon, he trav-
eled to Kalamazoo, MI, and in the evening,
to Michigan City, IN, and Chicago, IL.

August 29
The President announced his intention to

appoint the following new members to the
Commission on Aviation Safety and Security:
Antonia Handler Chayes, Jesse Lee (Jack)
Beuchamp, Lt. Gen. James A. Abrahamson
(Ret.), Carl W. Vogt, Brian Michael Jenkins,
Kathaleen Flynn, George H. Williams, Brad-
ford W. Parkinson, Jack Lew, Laura
D’Andrea Tyson, and Ray Kelly.

The White House announced that the
President notified Congress that he will make
available appropriations totaling $51.2 mil-
lion in budget authority for the Department
of the Interior for firefighting efforts on pub-
lic lands in western States.

August 30
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to Cape Girardeau, MO. In
the afternoon, they embarked upon a week-
end campaign bus tour and traveled to Cairo,
IL, arriving in the early evening. Later, they
traveled to Paducah, KY.

The President announced the appoint-
ment of John E. Higgins, Jr., as a member
of the National Labor Relations Board. Mr.
Higgins will serve as a recess appointee.

The President announced the appoint-
ment of Kevin L. Thurm as Deputy Secretary
of the Department of Health and Human
Services. Mr. Thurm will serve as a recess
appointee.

The President appointed Heidi Schulman
to be a member of the Board of Directors

of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.
Ms. Schulman will serve as a recess ap-
pointee.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released August 24

Transcript of a press briefing by Associate
Attorney General John Schmidt, Assistant
FBI Director Chuck Archer, and FBI Sec-
tion Chief Demery Bishop on the national
registry of sex offenders

Released August 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry, Assistant to the Presi-
dent for Domestic Policy Planning Bruce
Reed, and Clinton/Gore ’96 press secretary
Joe Lockhart on the President’s initiative to
expand the Brady bill to cover domestic vio-
lence offenders

Released August 27

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry, Deputy Assistant to
the President for Economic Policy Gene
Sperling, and Clinton/Gore ’96 press sec-
retary Joe Lockhart on the President’s edu-
cation initiative

Released August 28

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry and Assistant to the
President for Domestic Policy Planning
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Bruce Reed on the President’s initiative on
the environment

Released August 29

Transcripts of press briefings by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Transcript of a press briefing by Council of
Economic Advisers Chairman Joe Stiglitz on
the national economy

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy As-
sistant to the President for Economic Policy
Gene Sperling on the President’s capital
gains tax initiative

Transcript of a press briefing by Chief of
Staff Leon Panetta and campaign manager

Peter Knight on the President’s acceptance
speech

August 30

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the situation in Northern Iraq

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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